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Laying down many Things which have a 
Tendency to direct and fix the Mind in 
Matters of the greateſt Importance. 


A Book. very 1ſeful for all young Proj 
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EPISTLE 
is I. NI 20 not, my dear Son, make 


Lecter. My great Affection 
W to you and Concern for you, 
— moved and engaged me to 


write what occurred to my Thoughts, as 
proper for you and uſeful to you (a. It is 


not enough for a Parent to ſee his Child in- 


ſtructed in the Foundation of uſeful Learn- 
ing; but it is highly becoming the Relation, 
that he provide a proper Impulſe and Direc- 
tion in his Way to true Happineſs. I have 
here given you my Thoughts very freely, 
and ſometimes in the Words of others, where 
have liked them, and have found them 
fully expreſſive of my own Mind, or ap- 
prehended them more agreeable than any of 
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(a) Seribere juſit Anor. | 
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The Prefatory Epiſtle. 


my own, ready at Hand. It is enough for 
me that my Ideas are convey'd in ſuch 2 
Manner as to be receiv'd and underſtood by 
you, and to be in a probable Way of attaining 
their deſired Influence; for it is your Com- 


fort and Happinneſs that I intend. 


I HAvE intermixed many References to 


the Claſſic and other Authors, that I may 


make theſe Letters the more pleaſant and a- 
greeable to you (a). Many of theſe Paſſages, 
when they have taken your Thoughts under 
a juſt Application, may prompt you to more 
Enquiries, and be a Means of furniſhing you 


with further Sentiments of Virtue. 


IT is no Condeſcenſion in a Parent to in- 


ſtruct his Children in Things belonging 0 IM 
their Peace; it is a Duty incumbent upon us 


in this Relation. And if I can but (1n any 
Meaſure) promote your Comfort and Hap- 
ineſs, I ſerve my Self, and advance my own, 
Hitory tells us, that the Emperour Maxi- 
millian ſerved under Harry the VIII. as a 
common Soldier, for 25 J. a Day. This 
was an Exceſs of Complaiſance, and ſeems 
to be done on Purpoſe to be talk'd of; but 
this Attempt of mine is only in the View of 
ſome real Benefit accrewing to Vu from it, 
and incidentally ro others, fo far as it ſhall 
be known, or found conducive thereunto. 
IT is a good Thing to know the World, 


—_—_— 
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(a) Omne tulit punfum, qui miſcuit utile dulci, 
bectorem delectande, paritergus monendo. 


and 
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and to be able to deſcribe Human Nature in 
a Variety of Views. We that have lived 
long in it, have had Opportunities this 
Way (a). We have ſeen the Turns it has 
taken, and have obſerved, how the Paſſions 
proper to our Frame and Make, have been 
moved upon different Occaſions ; how far 
they have reach'd by Indulgence, and how 
remarkably they have ſubſided upon different 
Occurrences of Life. Thoſe Books are ge- 
nerally beſt written, that proceed from Ex- 
perience. An Acquaintance with Things 
muſt needs confer more Knowledge than can 
be pick d up from ever ſo aſſiduous an Ap- 
_ plication to Study. Ir is this that makes the 

Writings of Thucidides and Xenophon , of 
Tully and Cæſar to be of ſo high Repute, 
and ſo generally acceptable in the World. 

IT is by Books, that we give a Perma- 
nency to our Ideas. They are Legacies we 
leave to others, (as theſe Letters are particu- 
larly left to you ; ) and if they are worthy, 
they are capable of being tranſmitred this 
Way thro” the ſeveral Revolutions of Time. 
But we are too apt to preſcribe (as Phyſi- 
cians did formerly) in the Galenic Way, 
whoſe Medicines were made up in large 
Quantities ; but the Chymical Method is beſt, 
when we can do it by Eſſays, made up of 
Rules that are ſhort, more portable to the 
Memory, and more eaſy to be reduced to 


(a) Qui mores bominum multoram vidit, & urbes. 
| Prac- 
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Practice. And when this is not obſerved (e- 


are apt to take a ſudden Leap from the Book- 
ſeller's to the Grocer's Shop. Boccalini in 
his aneh indicts a Laconic Writer for 
ſpeaking that in three Words, which he 
might have ſaid in /wo; and orders him for 
his Puniſhment to read over all the Works 
of Guicciardin. | 

I x is not eaſy to expreſs the Emotions of 
Hearts that Parents have, when they ſee 
their Child do a Thing that's laudable and 
Praiſe-worthy. Their Love gives an Tmpor- 
tance, and many Times a Merit to Actions 
and Things, which others are ready to. pats 
over as indifferent and inſignificant. We ex- 
pect not a Diſplay of Parts and Faculties in 
our Children, but by gentle Degrees. They 
riſe from the Gratifications of Senſe to reliſh 
thoſe of the Mind. There appears firſt a 
lively Imagination, which in Time gives 
Way to the ſublimer Acts of Reaſon: And it 
is not ſoon that we expect, they ſhould be 
able to diſcover the Cauſes and Deſigns, the 


Tho ſometimes indeed this is done fo far as 
to ſurpaſs what the Parent could, raiſe his 
Hopes to, and even ſo as to be himſelf ex- 
ceeded by their ſuperior Abilities (a). 


— 


(a) Sepbroniſius would hardly have been heard of, had it 
not been for his Son Socrates; and the Names of Ariſta and 
Gryllus muſt have been ſoon forgotten, had it not been for Ae. 
gopbon and Plato. 5 

Bur 


ſpecially in the preſent Age) ſuch Writing 


Frame, Connection and Symmetry of Things. 
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BuT many times Children encreaſe the 
Cares of Life, and add more Weight to the 
heavy Burdens their Parents are obliged to 
carry. They become Strangers to their 
Friends and alienated from their Intereſts, 
taking Pleaſure in. promoting whatever they 
diſapprove of. The Child bears the Name 
of the Father, and poſſeſſeth his Eſtate, bur 
perpetuates him only in the fame Manner as 
the Appearance of his Ghoſt would do, to 
put in Fear and affright thoſe he converſeth 
with. In the Roman Hiſtory we read, that 
the Cenſors took ſuch a Diſtaſt at Scipio, the 
Son of Africanus, becauſe he degenerated 
ſo much from his Father's Virtues, that they 
took from off his Finger a Ring, in which 
was engraven the Image of his Father. A. 
gripina expected great Things from her Son 
Nero, after ſhe had put him under the Care 
and Tuition of Seneca but ſhe was miſera- 
bly diſappointed, and indeed the beſt Educa - 
tion muſt fink under the Weight of ſuch a 
corrupt Nature. 
My Son, Young Perſons are too generally 
inclined to what is Evil. Such an Age doth 
rarely admit of any ſettled Principles of Vir- 
tue. Their Blood is often agitated with 
great Violence thro' a redundant Plenty of 
Spirits, playing in wild Diſorder. The firſt 
ten Years the Animal Life ſeems to be prin- 
cipally predominant, while the Powers of 
Reaſon are feeble, and the Paſſions turn all 
upon Pleaſure or Pain, The * 
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viii The Prefatory Epiſtle. 
| Philoſopher calls this Age a natural: Drunken. 
neſi, and faith very juſtly, that ſuch are more 
excuſeable for Errors committed by them 
during the Suſpenſion of Reaſon, than in the 
Poſſeſſion of it. They are too apt to light 
the Inſtructions of thoſe that have lived lon 
in the World, and have ſeen the free 


Turns of Life ariſing from different Paſſions 


that have been prevailing therein (a). 
AMBITION is what doth generally pre- 
vail in young Perſons that are coming u 
into the World: This is either. good or 
or it has different Effects, as it falls in upon 
an ingenuous or corrupt Mind. But very 
often Youth are defirous to be known in the 
World, before they are come to any true 
Knowledge of themſelves; and are apt to 
conceive of great Attainments in Learning, 
when they have hardly reach'd to the firſt 


Rudiments of it. Whereas the further Pro- 


greſs any Perſon really makes in Knowledge, 
the nearer he comes to the Diſcovery of his 
own Ignorance and Inſufficiency. But 
whoever comes into the World, catching 
at the Applauſe of an idle Multitude (a), 
ſuch a one can find no ſolid Satisfaction at 
the End of his Journey; and he certainly de- 
ſerves to meet with Diſappointment in his 
Way. Many that are ambitious of Fame, 


— »— 


(a] Vivamut, mea Lesbia, atgue amemut 
Rumoreſque Senum ſeveriorum 
Omnes unius eftimemus affis, | 
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ſons have ſo good an Opinion of us, as we 
naturally have of our ſelves; and the very 
fame Temper of Mind, that makes a Perſon 
deſirous of Fame, gives him the utmoſt Un- 
eaſineſs under Reproach. And as every one 
has more © ey than he has Virtues ; 
ſo the World is more apt to cenſure than 
applaud, and all are cautious of giving 


Praiſe to any one, who ſets too great a Va- 


lue apon it. All wiſe Perſons are humbled 
under a Senſe of their own Infirmicies; when 
the raſh and the heady are lifred up, upon 
a Diſcovery they have made of Faults and 
Imperfections in others. Good Perſons are 
pleaſed, when they can gain their own A 
probation upon a ſolid and ſteady View of 
Things; when young and raſh Perſons are 
extremely delighted, if they can recommend 
themſelves to the Applauſe of their Neigh- 
bours. And you may be ſure they are very 
uneaſy under any Check or Reproof given 
them; whereas no one ſuffers himſelf to be 
ſo patiently found Fault with, as he that 
truly deſerves the greateſt Commendation. 
YounG People would have us treat 
them as having no Faults, becauſe they 
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(a) Qui captat riſis bominum, famamgque 'dicatis 
| Aﬀetat, niger eft; hunc tu, Romane, cavets. 
them- 


are afraid their Actions will be thrown away 
in private; This puts them upon vain Boaſts 
and Oſtentations, by which they become ex- 
poſed to the Deriſion of others. Few Per- 
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themſelves can't diſcern them; but there]; 


no Gold Mine, wherein that precious Metal 


is to be found pure, without the Mixture of 
a great Deal of Earth: And all wiſe Per. 
ſons are ſenſible of their Failings, which 
keep them humble, and make them Recep. 
tors of further Inſtructions. Where we find 
it other wiſe, it is a hard and difficult Matter 
to give Reproof, ſo as may probably anſwer 
the Ends propoſed by it. St. Chry/i/tom was 
baniſhed by the Empreſs Eudoxea, for a Re- 
oof given only in general Terms. When 
Alexander ſet up for a Deity, and required a 
ſolemn Worſhip from the People, Caliſtbe. 
nes undertook tc give a Check this Way to 
his youthful Extravagancies, but it coſt him 
his Lite. Biſhop Latimer came off better 
in the bold Reproof he gave to Harry the 
VHI.---But there needs much Prudence in 
the Management of it, which refembles Phy- 
ſick that is preſcribed to one of a weak and 
ſickly Conſtitution; in which Caſe it muſt 
have bad Effects, if it happen to be given 
unſeaſonably, or in too great a Quantity. 
THERE is a Weakneſs in human Reaſon, 
and thoſe that will not ſee it, are (I think) 
the greateſt Proof of it; as when a Wound, 


that is thoroughly ſearched, doth not com- 


plain, it is a Sign of Mortification. There 

are ſuch a Variety of Paſſions, and ſuch a 

in the Compoſition of Mankind, that there 

is not a great Deal of Rationality left, 7 
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The Prefatory Epiſtle. 
could conceive that the Fable of Boreas and 
& 0r:thy2 ſhould obtain Credit among the 
Learned at Athens? Or, that the Lef#ifter- 
num ſhould take Place among the ancient 
Romans? Or, that ſo much human Blood 
ſhould be ſhed in the Service of the God- 
deſs Bellona? And many Doctrines and Su- 
rſtitions are at this Day admitted and in- 
dulged that bear an Oppoſition to the com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind. We 
ſe Perſons generally more affected by Things 
that ſtrike the Senſes (2), than they are by 
Excellencies that are to be diſcerned by Rea- 
ſon and Thought. And very few have a 
Strength of Reaſon ſufficient to command 
the Paſſions, to determine them to proper 
Objects, or to keep them under a due Regu- 
lation. And how often do we ſee Perſons let 
go their Honeſty and Virtue, in order to gain 
the Reputation of Wit and Senſe? - 
THis, my Son, makes a good Education, 
not only very proper, but abſolutely neceſſa- 


ry: For, whatever may be the intrinſio Va- 


lue of a Diamond, if it is not poliſht, it 
can be of very little Uſe or Ornament. 
There's but little Beauty in Marble, as it 
les in the Quarry, till the Workman comes, 
and by proper Inſtruments fetches out the 


beautiful Colours, that lie concealed in the 


Body of it. The Deſign of Education is 
not co make the Pupil perfect in this or the 
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(s) Pauca lenes rapiunt animot. 
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other Science, but ſo to diſpoſe and open his 
Mind, as to render him capable of any, 
This may juſtify me in laying before you 
the following Counſel and Advice, with 
thoſe Reſtrictions and Limitations, that I 
apprehend may be of ſome Uſe to you, in 
the Conduct of Life, and in your future 
Purſuits of Wiſdom and Knowledge. No 
hear, my Son, the Inſtruction of a Father, 
and attend to know Underſtanding. =- Let 
thine Heart retain my Words : Keep my Com- 
mandments and live. Get Wiſdom, get Un. 
derſtanding: Forget it not, neither decline 
from the Words of my Mouth, Wiſdom is the 
principal Thing, therefore get Wiſdom: And 
with all thy Getting, get Underſtanding. Ex- 
alt her, and ſhe ſhall promote thee :_ She ſhall 
bring thee to Honour, when thou doſt embrace 
her. She fhall give to thine Head an Or- 
nament of Grace: A Crown of Glory ſhall 
ſhe deliver to thee. Hear, O my Son, and 
receive my Sayings ; and the Tears of thy Life 
ſhall be many. | 


| I am, e. 
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A Father's Advice to his Son, 


In ſeveral LETTERS, 


Upon a v ariety of Important Subjects. 


— 


PE — 


PART FIRST, ; 
By Way of Precept and Command. 


6 


LETT E R I. 
My SON; 
See that You be fully fixed in the Be- 


lief of God's EXISTENCE. and 
PROVIDENCE. | 


n 


Hr x is no Truth, of which we 
an have a greater Aſſurance chan 
chis, that there is one SUPREME . 
_ | BEING, who made the World in 
Which we are, and doth dirett all 
a | Things according to his Will and 
Pleaſure. This Truth we meet with in Fa 
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Object (a), in every, Occurrence, and in 


A Father's Advice to his Son, 
ey 
Thought. —— There is Nothing but Dridens, 


can ſecure the Underſtanding, and fix the Judg- 
ment, or indeed ought to do it, in Matters of 
/ ſuch Importance; and this being wanted on the 
Side of Athei/ts, they are perpetually ſcared with 


Doubts, and haunted with Fears. A contempla- 
tive Atheiſt (eſpecially in this Part of the World) 


muſt be an impoffible Thing, and whoever would 


appear to be ſo, youll find, upon a narrow Exa. 
mination, that it uſually proceeds from the Pride 
and Wantonneſs of te Heart, and is by no 
Means the Reſult of any deliberate Thoughts 
This Truth comes under ſtrict D2monſtration, 


when we are able to make it appear that the 
contrary is impoſſible, or manifeſtly falſe; but 


we need only thoſe Proots as leave the Under- 
ſtanding ſatisfied, fix the Judgment, and remove 


all reaſonable Doubt. f\ 
Ir has been obſerved of thoſe who have ſet 


1 to talk in an Atheiſtical Way, that their wild 
0 


tions haye proceeded from great Diſtreſs that 
has befallen them (): Things not having ſuc- 
ceeded according to their Deſires and Hopes, 
they have been preſently ready to think, that it 
would never have been ſo, had there really been 


an equitable and judicious Diſpenſer of Good 


and Evil; thoſe Perſons by frequent Returns of 
Croſſes and Diſappointments become bold and 


Athei ſtical in their Converſation: Having a vali 


Opinion of themſelves, they can't bear the 


1 
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(a) Præſentem oſtendit quzlibet herba deum. 
— —— Jovis omnia plena. 
(b) Can rapiant mala Fata bonos, igneſcite falſo 
Solicitor nullos e putare dtos. | 
Thought 
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Thought of being over-look'd by Providence; 
ſo that whatever bears an Oppoſition to that 


Pride and Ambition that prevails in them, or 


whatever ſubverts certain vain and groundleſs 
Hopes they have induiged, throws them into 
this diſordered and diſtracted Way. They run 
out againſt Religion, and make it their Buſineſs 
to weaken the Obligations of it. Theſe are the 
Perfons that talk about the caſual and eternal 
Fcrmation of the World, the Materiality ot a 
thinking Subſtance, the Mortality of the Soul, 
and the fortuitous Organization of the Body; 
Things which they themlelves don't ſeriouſly 
believe, for they are much more ditficult to ap- 
prehend, and require a greater Meaſure of Faith, 
than any of thoſe Articles which the Goſpel doth 


' exhibit, and demand our Belief of. 


THERE are cher Tempers in Life, that are 
obſerved togive themſelves a Liberty of throwing 


out their Atheiſtical Notions, fo long as they con- 


tinue proſperous in the World, and Things 
much as they would have them. This was the 
Caſe of Mr. Hobbs of Malmsbury; he was only an 
Atheiſt in fair weather, and in proſperous Circum- 
ſtances, but when God appeared out of the ordi- 
nary Courſe of his Providence in ſome uncom- 
mon Events, or Things went croſs to him b 


any Pain or great Aſtliction, the Tone of his 


Speech was altered, and N that Time he 
would appear like one in his Senſes. We find 
that when he was ſick near Paris, and Dr. Co- 
us (afterwards Biſhop of Durham) offered to 
pray with him, he readily accepted of it, and 
received the Sacrament at his Hands in much 
leeming Contrition and Devotion. —— The 
Mariner that is prophane, is not always fo. 


When the Tempeſt doth ariſe, and Danger is 


"4 appre- 


4 


A Father's Advice to his Son. 
apprehended, he can be as humble and ſubmiſſive 


as other Perſons; and when the Danger is over, 
return again to his former Wickednels, as his 


Nature prompts him. 


In Storms he prays, but when the Blaſt ſubſides, 
Weak ſuperſtitious Mortals he derides. 


So that whatever Liberry ſome Perſons may 


give themſelves this Way, it proceeds not from 


5 | 
any ſettled Principles, but ariteth from a fooliſh 


Vanity of appearing (as they think) . wiſer than 
the = of Mankind, and a certain Oftentation 


of Bravery, in deſpiſing the Terrors of another 


World, while they continue proſperous in this. 
WHoeveR looks into the general Conſent of 


Mankind concerning the Being of a God, muſt 


fay that ſuch an Idea is either co-exiſtent with 
the Mind it ſelf, or elle it is a Truth fo very ob- 
vious, that it is diſcovered by the firſt Exertion 
of Reaſon in Perſons that are of the moſt ordi- 
nary Capacities. We find that when America 
was firſt diſcovered, wherever they met with the 
Traces of Men, they fell upon the Footfteps of a 
God. 'Tho' they found the ions without Laws 
or Houſes, yet not without Temples. And it is 
obſervable, that theſe Perſons who have the Va- 
nity to utter Expreſſions that ſeem to doubt oi, 
or to deny this Truth, are (above Others) much 


_ oppreſſed with a ſlaviſn Fear of God, and a Dread 


of what may happen to them after Death: So 
they reſemble (as one obſerves) your ill-natur'd 
Gameſters, who are always upon the Fret, tho 
_ play tor nothing. 

E have an Account in Hiſtory of AJphon/ts, 
Vanini, Ceſar Cremoninus, Fordauus Brunts, and 


ſome others, who have been famous, or rather 
| infamous 
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infamous this Way: The latter of which was 
burnt for Atheiſm in Italy, An. 1690; for the 
Devil has his Martyrs (a). However, when 
Perſons are come to live as it there were no God, 
it is expedient for them that there ſhould be 
none; and then inordinate Luſts biaſs the Intel- 
let, and 5 it to receive all thoſe Impreſ- 
ſions that molt favour che prevailing Corruption. 
But as the Devil believes and trembles, ſo this, I 
preſume, is the true Character of all theſe his 
ſworn Fubzelis, tho we give the Name of Atheiſt. 
unto thoſe who take the Liberty of talking in chis 
very prophane and vile Way; but it only ſhews 
the Wickedneſs of the Heart, out of the Abun- 
dance of which the Mouth /peaketh; for every one 
muſt truly believe that there is a God, and in- 
deed that this God alone can be the Centrer of 
Reſt to an immortal Soul, and that it is a Thing 
impoffible that any one ſhould be either happy 
without him, or miſerable with him. 
IT was more than 300 Years” before Chri/t, 
that Epicurus poiſoned the World with his im- 
ous Philoſophy. He dared to ſay, that the 
orld was neither made by the Power of- God, 
nor govern d by his Prcvidence Net, while he 
ſeem'd by his Doctrine to allow others to indulge 
themſelves in Senſual Pleaſures, he himſelf was 
free from any ſuch Charge (+): 'For theſe Men 
will / ay a great Deal more than they think. Va- 
nity has a great Share in all their Diſcourſe and 
Writings; and they imagine by the Singularity 
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(a) Etiam Diabolus habet ſuos Martyros. 
(b) Nam licet illecebris hominem velit efſe beatum, 
Stoicus interea moribus ipſe fuit, ; 
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of their Sentiments to prccure the Reputation of 
being witty or learned. There has been in every 
Age a flying Squadron, that have born an Oppo- 
ſition to the Truth of God; theſe have been the 
Sadncees, the Zendichees, Deifts, &c. They cut 
off rhe Jaft Article of the Creed, which ſpeaks of 
a future State, and then they find it no great 
Ditficulty to throw out the 7. When the 
Agenda of Religion are laid aſide, the Credenda 
will ſoon be thought uſeleſs, and even cumber- 
ſome There is no Doubt but Men may ſooner 
bring their Minds to believe what God has re- 
vealed, than they can bring their Hearts to prac- 
tiſe what he has taught. But when Perſons are 
come to Jive and af as if there was no God, they 
are very eaſily brought to ſpeak Words that favour 
fuch a Way of Life, tho' at the fame Time they 
dread the divine Anger, and tremble at the Ap- 
prehenſions of it (a). 
TAT divine Being who is the H Cauſe of 
all Things muſt of Neceſſity be the moſt perſect 
cf all Things, and continue to have in his own 
Nature all poli ble Perfection. His infinite Wiſ- 
doin directs the whole Courſe of his Act ings, his 
Gocdneſs engage:h him in Works of Favour and 
Kindneſs, his almighty Power enables him to 
perforin all the Promiſes he has made to us, and 
© anſwer all the Prayers we make to him; his 
Mercy reacheth ſome, his Juſtice others, and 
his Prefence all. The Heavens declare his Glory, 
and the Firmament fheweth his Handy-work; and 
this 1s done with ſo much Evidence and Convic- 
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(a) Mentiuntur qui dicunt ſe non ſentire deum, nam ti! 
afirmant interdiu, nottu tamen & ſoli dubitant. 


tion, 
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tion, that the moſt wicked, and the moſt unwill- 


ing have been obliged to yield to the Force of it. 


He commandeth the Morning, and cauſeth the Day- 
Spring to know its Place: He enters into the 
Springs of the Sea, and puts Bars and Doors to the 


raging Ocean. There is in the ſenſible World a 


moſt exact and conſtant Order diſcovered in all 
the Parts of it; and it we look into the Animal 
Syſtem we ſhall find every Thing fitted to certain 
Ends, and directed to proper Objects. N 

You find Beings that are purely material, un- 
der a conſtant Direction, ſuch as can have no 
Thought, ſuch as are not capable of any De- 
ſign.— God orders the whole Frame of Na- 
ture, and how often may we oblerve it, with re- 

rd to Perſons we live amongſt, That many 
| uae” have a Power to oppreſs, when the Incli- 
nation to do it is reſtrained; others again have a 
Will to hurt, when the Power to do it is de- 
nied (a). Theſe Things appear in ſuch a Light, 
that we can't chuſe but refer it to the Care and 
Kindneſs of God. How remarkably has he 
pnt a Difference in the Circumſtances of Perſons, 
making ſome rich that they might help the poor, 
and others poor, that they might ſerve the rich - 
So that the Head cannot ſay to the Foot, I have 
no need of You. —— S0 He gives different 
Inclinations to Perſons, thereby diſpoſing and 
fitting them for different Imploy ments in Life, 
all contributing to the Order and Method of his 
Government. | 

How wonderfully has God provided for the 
individual in diſtant Parts, and under different 
Climates! That Bread which is made of Wheat, 


\ 
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(a) Da? deus immiti cornua curta bovi, . 
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is proper to the Europeans, but in India they 
have the Maize, and in Africa the Teff, which 
are almoſt equally nouriſhing : And where there 
are none of thele, (for either the Ground will 
not admit them, or the Climate bear them ) 
they have a Bread that is very nutritive and ali- 
mentary. They have the Sagi in the M 
Incca Wands, and the Cafſava in the Carib- 
bees, 8c. — What an exact Proportion do we 
find and hear of in all Parts of the World, be- 
tween the Death and the Birth of its Inhabitants! 
and the Number of Males and Females! Chance 
could never hold the Balance with fo ſteady a 
Hand. ? | — 
SHOULD I take a Survey of Nature in thoſe 
Animals that always act by In//inf, and from a 
neceſſary Cauſe, 1 might tire You, however 1 
ſhould pleaſe my Sclf. What muſt we ſay of that 
Principle that doth direct different Kinds of 
Pirds to a particular Plan in the Structure of their 
Neſts Were tliey directed by their own Reaſon, 
their Buildings would be different according to 
the Conveniencies they might propoſe. There 
1s a {mall Bird in Africa that builds upon the ex- 
rreme, tendereſt Ttoigs, vaſt Numbers of them 
hanging like Fruit upon the Trees, and there can 
be no other Way thoughr of to ſecure them from 
_ Creatures, who ſeek for them as a delicious 
eee ſte 
VM no is there that conſiders the Sromachs that 
are proper to the Camels and Dromedaries, and 
the Number cf Cavities that are found for hold- 
ing of Water, that can forbear to admire the Wiſ- 
dom of that Providence, which has ſer out a Crea- 
ture every Way capable of bearing the Inconve- 
niencies of a wild Deſfart! — And is it not very 
remarkable, that the Love of a Creature to its 
| &. Young 
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Young ſhould be ſo exceeding violent while it 


laſts, and yet ſhould laſt no longer than is neceſ- 
fary to the Preſervation of it. —— Our Natu- 
raliſts obſerve, that all the venemous Animals 


(at leaſt ſuch as are proper to Europe) carry 
their Cure as well as their Poiſon in their own 
Bodies. — There are innumerable Ways where- 
in Providence doth appear in the Northern Re- 

ions. The Moon, te Inſtance, ſhines a Length 
in Proportion to the Ablence of the Sun: They 
have alſo a Pillar of Fire that moves from Place 
to Place, enlightening Greenland, Iceland, and 
Norway, till the Sun again returns. This is a 
remarkable Inſtance of Providence, and a great 
Mercy ſhewn to the Inhabitants there. I for- 
bear to mention many other Things; theſe may 
ſuffice for my Delign. | 


Wr have in Hiſtory very * Exam- 


ples of Retaliation, where Providence has re- 
turned the ſame Treatment to particular Perſons, 
which they have given to others. The Roman 
Hiſtory tells us, that Brutus and Caffius deſtroy d 
themſelves with the very ſame Weapons, with 
which they killed Cæſar: For however the Death 
of that Emperor —_ be ſaid to be juſt, yer 
with reſpe& to his Aſſaſſins it is not to be juſti- 
fied (2). The fame Hiſtory tells us, that Agri- 


ina poiſoned her Husband Claudius to make 


Room for her Son Nero, and he ſoon after or- 
ders his Mother to be flain. Leontius's Cruelty 
to the Emperor Juſtinian, was returned to him 
in the ſame Manner: And Conſtantine the Son 
of Irene, the Empreſs, was barbarouſſy murdered 
by her Order; but it was conſidered in that Day 
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(a) Paſſis erat juſta, afio fuit injuſtiſſima. ; 
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as juſt upon him, he having ſerved his two Un- 
cles with the like Barbarity upon the ſame Day 
of the Month, and in the lame Chamber.—Phar- 
naces put to Death his own Father, Mithridates, 
and his Son returned it upon him; and the ſame 
it was with Choſroes, King of Perſia. You 
will poflibly meet with thele Things in your 
Courle of Reading, and they ought not to paſs 
without a particular Remark. — I could men- 
tion many more Inſtances from hence, and a 
eat many from our Es gliſb Hiſtories, all agree- 
ing with the Account the holy Scriptures gives 
of Adonibezek; but what I have already ſaid, ma 
be enough to ſhew that Divine Providence dot 
os Otten appear this Way. 
ur I would take Notice to you, that it 
doth in a particular Manner watch over good 
Perſons. Theſe are by his Grace and Mercy 
brought under a Covenant Relation to him, and 
are ſet apart by him; and when all Creatures are 
the Objects of his Providence, theſe are ſaid to be 
the very End of it; the Deſign of all being to 
nouriſh them up in Faith and Love, in Holineſs 
and Virtue, till he ſhall bring them fate to Glory. 
Pf. 34. 7. He is ſaid to encamp round about them, and to 
Pſ.91.11.give his Angels a Charge concerning them, to 
miniſter to them and to take Care of them ; tor 
Eph. 1. 5. they are his Children and conſidered as his own 
Family. And we have many Inſtances in 2 2 
ture of Angels interpoſing in ſeveral Caſes for 
the Security and Comfort of them that fear God. 
They have their different Works aſſigned them, 
and are moſt willingly imployed therein. 
You are, my dear Son, by all this to ſettle in 
cur own Mind a firm and fixed Belief of the 
ivine Fxiffence and Providence, which is 2 


main Principle of Religion, and neceſſary ag 
the 
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the Acts of it, and to all the Ends of it. It is {| 
God that conveys to you all the Supplies and all | 
the Comforts of Life: And a Senſe of your own 
Unworthineſs ſhould enlarge your Apprehenſions 
of his unbounded Goodneſs ; and let the Light in 
which you view. it, be attended with a vital 
Heat in your Heart and Affections. Do you 
look to your preſent Duty, and then God will 
take Care of your future Comfort. Fac quod 
debes, & evemiat quod vult. 


IT am 
Your affeftionate 


Father, &c. 


LETTER :Þ, 


My Son, Py 


Endeavour to be fully afſured of the 
AUTHORITY of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his Goſpel. 


his Diſciples, that it was not enough for 
l them to believe in God, but they muſt John 14. 
believe allo in him; viz. that he was the Aab, 
ſo many Ways typified, and fo very often 
of by the Prophets; that he was the Perſon bear- 
ing thoſe high Characters, and agreeing in thoſe 
partt- 


T* s, my Son, is what our Saviour told 
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particular Circumſtances taken Notice of by 
them ; and that in him all the Sacrifices under 
the Law had their full and final Accompliſhment. 
He did in his Nature tranſcend all created Beings, 
they having their Exiſtence trom him, and bein 
continued in their Order and Influence by him. 

II was Sin that gave Occaſion to the Coming 
of this Redeemer. And Sin muſt needs make 
miſerable Havock among rational Creatures, who 
have an Immortality in their Natures, and whole 
1 lies in God, a Being infinitely pure 
and holy, and who cannot admit of any Crea- 
ture that is chargeable with it, or defiled by it 
or indulgent to it. Therefore as ſoon as the 
Angels had ſinned, they were immediately caſt 
out of Heaven, neither is there Place found for 
them any more: But a Redeemer was found for 
Fallen Man. And we are told, that God ſen! his 
own Son in the Fuineſs of Time; he delivered 
Him and ſpared him not; and as we were Par- 
takers of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo took Part of 
the ſame, that he might be a mercitul and a ſaith- 
ful High-Prieſt, ſaving the Sinner from Wrath, 
and making Peace thro the Blood of his Crols. 
H was inveſted with the higheſt Offices to 
carry on this Work of our Redemption. He bas 
given us a full Diſcovery of the Divine Will, 
and has clearly ſtated the Methods of Salvation, 
that we cannot now be unacquainted with what- 
ever may tend to the Diſcharge cf cur Duty, or 
to the promoting our Happineſs. — He hum- 

bled himſelf and became obedient unto Death; 
and what the Law could not do upon Account 
of its Weakneſs and Inſufficiency, was fully done 
by him: His Sacrifice was of the utmoſt Power 
and Efficacy; it is in the Right of this he now 
zntercedes with God, and it is by Virtue of * 
* e 
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he ſaves us. — He is now Lord of all, and in 
a particular Manner Head of his Church, con- 
yeying all Divine Gifts and Bleflings, and im- 
parting all Supplies of Grace and Truth, con- 
firming every Believing Soul in their Love to 
him, and inviting others to the Acceptance of 
him. All our Comtorts are from him, and they 
ceaſe to be Bleſſings, but as they are made ſo b 
him; and a true Knowledge of him will firniſl 
our Minds with all thoſe Divine Truths, that 
will help to make our Work both eaſy and plea- 
{fant to us. ä 

Your Faith in this Redeemer, and in his 
revealed Will, is laid down as abſolutely neceſſary 


to your Peace and Salvation, as a Chriſtian; in . 


ſo much that it is impoſſible to pleaſe God without 
it (a). You are to be fully reſigned to him, to be 
taught and govern'd by him, renouncing all other 
Ends and Intereſts, that bear any Oppoſition to 
his: In doing this we ſhall want no Encourage- 
ment we can deſire, and ſhall be deny'd no-AG 
ſiſtance we can need. We muſt be diligent in 
our Maſter's Work, and when the Will is ready, 
the Feet are light, ſo as to run the Ways of his 
Commandments; and we can have no juſt Diſ- 
like to any Precepts he lays down. His Promiſe 
of daily Supplies, of conſtant Protection, and 
continued Supports, is a Reward far exceeding 
all the Service we can do him, beſides the Pro- 
ſpect he hath given us of a future and eternal 

eight of Glory. 

Wu EN our Faith is attended with a ſuitable 
Aﬀefticn and a ready Obedience, it is of great 


| (a) Non novimus Chriſlum, fi non etedimus. 
Dui valt Finem, vult etiam media ad finen. 
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Eſteem in God's Account. This is what we, 
in the Ule of preſcribed Means, derive from him: 
and in the Exerciſe of it, we give him the Glory 
of all his own Acts. The Promiles are made t9 
it, and the Happineſs of a Soul is certainly con- 
nected with it. It is this that purifies the Heart, 
quenches the fiery Darts of the Enemy, ang 
overcomes the World. Whoever thus beliereth, 
Hall not be aſhamed, and ſhall not periſh, by 
have everlaſting Life. Jo him gave all the Pro- 
s and all the Apoſtles Witneſs concerning 
this great Truth; for the ſame Principle that en- 
gageth us to one Duty, will oblige us to ancther, 
and fo to every one the Word of God requires. 
- THERE is nothing mentioned in the whole 
Goſpel, either in a Way of Doctrine or Duty, 
but what is moſt congruous to Reaſon, every 
Way ſuitable to our Nature, and conducive to 
our Welfare; yet are there found ſome in the 
World that bear an Oppoſitton to it. They wil 
have a Dislike to that which cuts them off from 
many ſinful Pleaſures, or fills them with Remorſe 
for thoſe they have already taſted. Theſe Per- 
fons would deliver themſelves and others from all 
Eph of 8 yr Fears of a future 
ent, not by ſtrengthening their Faith, or 
ning their Lives, 4 the Word of God di- 
rects; but by giving Encouragement to their | 
Vices, they make it their Buſineſs to introduce 
Deubts and Perplexities. And they are this 
Way moſt juſtly puniſhed by their own Schemes; 
they know how to puzzle Truth, but can't en- 


joy the Satisfaction of it. They will think and 


ſay whatever they have a Mind to, and will not 


be controuled by any ſuch Things as Decency, 


Ccmmon Senſe, Contiftency, or any of the Rules 


of Reaſon ; but will reſolutely and fooliſhly give 
vp 
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up all their Intereſt in another World, to enlarge 
their Gratifications in this. They imploy their 
Thoughts about ſome minute Particularities in 
Religion, without taking in the gener Deſign - 
of Chriſtianity, or conſidering that Perfection 
to which it raiſeth human Nature. | 
Suck Perſons there are and will be in the 
World, and you, my Son, muſt not be ſurprized 
at it. No Wonder the Stream is impure, when 
the Spring is ſo corrupt. Wherever you fee 
Reeds and Ruſhes grow, be ſure there is muddy 
Water. —— Thoſe Perſons will ſeek your Com- 
y, (for the Devil has his Facfors to carry on 
is Trade and Buſineſs in the World) but you 
would do well and wiſely to avoid the Society or 
the Intimacy of ſuch. Hedge-Hogs can lie 
among Thorns, becauſe themtelves are prickly, 
but it cannot be agreeable to others. — Feſus 
Chrift came to —_ the Works of the Devil, 
and therefore it ſhould be no Surprize, that he 
and his Subjects bear an Oppoſition to him ; Be- 
ing taken up with the Pleaſures of Sin, th 
muſt of Courſe entertain a Dislike to all the 
Methods of Salvation, the latter bearing fo direct 
an Oppoſition to the former. For this Reafon 
they carry it towards him, as if he was their 
Enemy rather than their Saviour. They can 
taſte no Sweetneſs, they can difcern no Glory, 
they can find no Pleafure, they can fee no Excel- 
lency at all in him or his Doctrines. There is no 
ſuch Thing as drawing Oil out of Sand. The 
God of this World hath blinded the Minds of 
them that believe not. They will not call upon 
their Lord, nor ſubmit to his Laws, nor come 
under his Yoke ; nor can they bear that others 
ſhould ſerve him: For theſe are they that perſe- 
cute the Church of Chriſt, and ſuppoſing it 5 | 
ible 
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ſible for them co defeat the whole Deſign of Gog' 
Mercy, their reſticis Spirits could never be eaſy, 


Heb. 2. 3.But how. /hall they eſcape who neglet# ſo great Sit. 
ation, and turn away from him that ſpeaketh 


1 


from Heaven? 12 R 
You Faith muſt correſpond to a Divine Re. 


velation, and muſt not ſtand in the Wiſdom ct 


Men, but in the Power of God. The Sacrifice 
Chriſt offered was uo Jeſs than himſelf, and it was 
offered for uo better; no other than we. Mankind 
was the, Object of his Love, and Love was the 
Reaſon of his Actings. God is ſaid to have given 
unto us eternal Life, and this Life is in his Si, 
and he that has the one, cannot be without the 
other. He has given to all the real Diſciples and 
Followers of his Son the Knowledge of eternal 
Lite, is Ao! with all its proper Seeds and Prin- 
ciples, he has given them the Promiſe, and to 
many the Evidence of it, he has given them the 
Security of it; for their Lite is hid with Chriſt 
in God, and he doth not often deny them the 
Pledges and Foretaſts of it, reſerving the Inheri- 
tance for them, for they are all Joint-Heirs with 
his Son. Therefore it is expected, my Son, that 
our Hearts ſhould go out aſter him, not only in 
ſome Proportion to the Excellency he is clothed 
with, bur alſo to the Obligations he has laid us 
under : This will make us comfortable in our 


Love to him, and ſure of our Reward with 


him. 


1 am, &c. 
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LETTER III. 

My So N, n 
Get acquainted with the Excellency of your 
own Nature; and conſider that you have 


Happineſs and Miſery before you. 


of Man. The former of theſe is the Caule 


8 OUL and Body are the two conſtituent Parts 
of thoſe ſeveral Operations, which we call 


Perception, Underſtanding, Memory, and Will. 


By this we think and remember, chuſe or reſuſe 
what is propoſed to us, and are capable of judg- 
ing of it or reaſoning about it. The Souls of 

ankind are ſaid to be not much inferior to the 
Angels, and will remain and live when the Body 
is reduced to its original Duſt. Man's Crea- 
tion was a more — and immediate Act of 
God than that of other Beings proper to this 


World. God made him after his own Image. In Gen. f. 


the one Part of him he was like and near to God, 
in the other next to Nothing (a). 
in the Fulneſs of Time put a great Honour upon 
the Body, when the Son of God was cloathed with 
it, and united to it; but the Image of God was 
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proper to the immortal Soul or S, irit, given by 
him who is the Father of Spirits. He formed 
the Spirit of Man within him. And tho Sou! and 
Body are now united, yet the ING of the one 
are not neceſſary to any ct che Eſſential Opera- 
tions Cf the other; but the Soul will continue to 
underſtand and think, to reaſon and remember, 
when Death hath ſeparated the one trum the 
Eccle. 12, other. Then ſhall the Duft return to the Earth, 
7 as it was; and the Spirit ſhall return to God wh 
fave it. 4 
Wren we ſpeak of the Soul, we divide it into 
ſeveral Powers and Faculties, as if they were dif- 
ferent Parts, as the N mc the Vill, the 
Memory, &c. This 1s done, that we might be 
enabled the more —_— ” —_—_— ee. 
upon this Subject; but there is (proper kin 
9 Diviſics in the Soul BE '& 67 2 
whole Soul doth under tand, and will, and remen- 
ber, &c. Such are the Properties and Powers of 
it. And being not compounded of Parts, as the 
Body is, it is not capable cf a Diſſolution. — 
It is in its own Nature Spiritual, and intirely di- 
ſtint from Matter; and ſo we find the Soul is ca- 
pow ct that Delight and Pleaſure which has no 
nfluence at all upon Senſe, nor is it convey'd by 
the Mediation of any corporeal Organ, but re- 
ſides wholly 'in the 1 Such is that 
which reſults from the Diſcovery of Truth, when 
it is of great Importance, and after a long Search 
and Enquir . — The Soul is ſo far from being 
neceſſarily dependent upon any material Powers, 
that it commands them all. B this we unmask 
all the Illuſions cf Fancy, and the falſe Reports of 
Senſe, and we are able to judge of Objects, not 
according to the Repreſentations of corporeal 


Organs, but to thole of a ſuperior Principle. 
| Therefore 
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Therefore it muſt be independent on Matter, and 
contequently immaterial and immortal. 

Bur as there is no Truth (be it ever fo plain 
and expreſs ) but what will meet with ſome Op- 
poſition; ſo you may probably find, or hear of 
ſome wanton Spirits that affect to talk upon this 
Subject in an unintelligible way; for it is Darkneſs 
and Confuſion which they aim at. They pretend 
to ſay that all the Operations that any Perſons 
exert, do proceed from the Coll;/.n of certain 
Corpuſcles, endued with proper Figures and Mo- 
tions. Others will ſay, that their Souls are only 
a Machinal Diſpoſition of ſeveral Parts of Matter, 
whoſe Powers do all vaniſh, when that Diſpoſi- 
tion ceaſeth. They are afraid to make uſe of 
Words that have any Senſe or Meaning in them, 
left their own Abuſe of Reaſon ſhould be too 
evidently diſcovered. A corrupt Heart and vici- 
ous Life are generally attended with an erroneous 
Mind. And whoever has a mean Opinion of the 
Dignity of his own Nature, will never be able to 
act up to that Rank and Order of Beings in which 
God has put him. Nothing but what is mean 
and vile, can be expected from thoſe that do con- 

ee that the preſent World doth bound and li- 
mit their Exiſtence. They will ever be imploy'd 
about low Objects, and in little Purſuits. But it 
s far otherwiſe, where Perſons are fully convin- 
ced of their own Immortality by rational Mo- 
tives, and the force of Divine Revelation; they 
look upon themſelves as Heirs of Eternity, and 
ixtheir believing Thoughts uponthe moſt perfect 
Being, imploying all their Powers in his Service, 
under a ful Conviton, that he is the only Reſt 
and Happineſs of their Souls. This is the Spring 
of all choſe pleaſing Hopes, and ſecret Joys that 
0 ariſe in cheir Hearts. 

@ 2 We 


20 


of Lite, that we may arrive at certain Turns and 


be ſo, as ſoon as ever he has attained them 
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| WE are all conſcious of the encreaſing Appe. 
tite the Mind has to Knowledge. We are {till 
eager and prefling aſter ſomething zew, and a 
3 that may ariſe from it: But if you 
confine Man to this preſent Lite, there is no Poſ- 
ſibility of his 2 of it; theretcre we are 
ſure this was not the World God did principally 
deſign him for. Our Time paſſeth away, but 
we ſind our Defire after ſomething future doth 
remain with us. — We are all uneaſy, more or 
lets, and are for hurrying over the ſeveral Pars 


Changes which we foreſee or deſire may befall 
us, looking upon them as certain Points of Ref; 
But when we come to them, we find our Hope: 
all deluſive and imaginary. Could ever any one 
ſay, that he was fully farisfy'd with his worldly 
Acquiſitions, of whatever Kind or Degree? — 
Then the Soul is cut again in the Purſuit of other | 
Points of Reſt; but they preſently appear not to 


What is there in outward Proſperity or carnal 
Joy? How light and vain is it! Every little Croſ 
breaks in upon it, and overthrows it. There is 
nothing ſhort of God, nothing beſides God, can 
give us ny ſettled or ſolid Peace: No other Spring 
can afford it, no other Fountain can ſupply it. 

_ Wes find in his Word the kindeſt Declarations 
and the moſt engaging Promiſes, ſuiting ever] 
real Want, and anſwering every juſt Deſite 
How amiable, My Son, doth God appear there, 


| railing our Love and Eſteem, and warming our 


Souls with the ſweeteſt Expreflions of his Love 
and Grace! How many pleaſin Tranſports are 
felt in the Mind, during our Meditation fu 
him, and Complacence in him? For here tie 


weary are at Reſt. He is able to make ever} 
Thug 
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Thought eaſy, and every Providence welcome; pf. 116. 


Return unto thy Reft, O my Soul. | 

Go has adapted the rational Soul to a great 
Variety of Pleatures which cannot pothbly be 
had in this Lite; and as he has made the Soul ca- 
pable of receiving ſo much Bliſs, you may be lure 


he intended it tor a future, happy State. — You | 


find a great Difference in Perſons, with regard to 
their Powers and Capacities. Some have a grea- 
ter Penetration of Mind, and a larger Compaſs 
of Thought than others. The Education ct Per- 
ſons is very different, ſo is their Labour and p- 
plication; ſo is the Organization and Structure 
of the Body, to which che Soul is united. It is 
wonderful to conſider what vaſt Progreſſions in 
Knowledge the Mind of Man is cap able of, and 
the Variety of Ideas it is able to contain, without 
Perplexity and Confuſion. It is ſaid of Groius, 
that being preſent at the Muſter ot ſome Regi- 
ments, he was able to remember the Name cf 
every Soldier there; and Hiſtor, tells us, chat 
when Auguſtus had ordered the Writings of La- 
bienus to be burnt, that Caſſius Severus declared, 
that they muſt burn him next, for he had them 
every Word by Head. And when we conſider 
the other Powers in equal Proportion, they are 
ſo many ſpeaking Libraries, every way furniſhed 
with utefal Knowledge, and capable of inſtruct- 
ing others. It is ſaid of Beza, that he was able 
to repeat by Head all the Pſalms in Hebrew, and 
all Sr. Paul's Epiſtles in Greek. | 
Bur whatever Difference there may be in the 
Capacity of human Souls, this makes no Altera- 
tion with reſpect to their Nature and Immorta- 
ity; in this they are alike, and equally precious. 
and when you conſider the Manner in which he 
tormed them, the Care he took to redeem and to 
| C 3 recover 


— 
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recover them, when fallen by Sin; when you con- 
ſider the Greatneſs of the Price laid down for 
them, (for the Thing purchaſed muſt bear ſome 
Proportion to it) you will be able in ſome mez- 
ſure to judge of the Value of them. You are to 
conſider how earneſtly the Word of God doth 
urge and preſs Sinners to accept of offered Mer- 
cy, and live up to the Obligations of Religion; 
how very diligent the great Enemy of Souls is to 
enſnare and deſti oy them; how the glorious An- 
gels are imploy d in Miniſtrations about them; 
what a Perfection of Bliſs and Happineſs God 
has reſerved for thoſe that are good, and what 
extreme Miſery he has threatned to thoſe that are 
wicked and ditcbedient. And a ſerious Conſide- 
ration of theſe Things, my dear Son, will (by 
the Bleſſing ct God) give you a juſt Concem 
about your Soul, and ancther World. 

Gop having given you this Immortality, he 
has ſet Lite and Death before you, Happinels 
and Miſer , and both are — He com- 
mands ycu to chuſe Life, and to improve all the 
Helps and Means, all the Opportunities and Ad- 
vantages he has given you, that you may eſcape 
the Miſery he hath threatned; and who knows the 
Power of his Anger? And that you may þ ſs 
the Glory that he has promiſed, Even a Fulneſs i 
Foy, and Pleaſures for evermere. 


„FE . Fu wo - Oi 4M 22, 
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LETTER IV. 


My Son, | | 
Make the Word of God your conſtant Rule 


of Life. 
| God, and are a Revelation cf his Will to 
us. Tho' the ſeveral Parts of them were 


immediately delivered by Men like ourſelves; 


HE Holy Scriptures contain the Mind of 


23 


yer they did it only as they were moved by the 2 Pet. 1. 


Holy Gheft, of which ſuificient Proof was given. 
They received of the Lord that which they delivered 


unte us; and therefore it is called the Word of 


; which is given to us, and left with us, to 
ſerve all the Purpoſes of God's Honour and Man's 
Salvation. = We are ſure theſe holy Scriptures 
came from God, as they contain things of that 
Nature and Importance, which it was 1mpoflible 
for Mankind any other way to come to the 
Knowledge of. And you find they bear his 
Image — Superſcription, as they are agreeable 
to his Perfect Nature, and do every where prels 
Holineſs and a Conformity to God, laying down 
the ſtricteſt Rules of Lite, and binding our moſt 
ſecret Thoughts. Here the Perfection of our Na- 


ture is ſhewn to lie in a Reſemblance o God; 


and there is that Spirit and Power promiſed with 
this Word of God, as may help to bring the 
C4 Soul 


21. 
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7 Theſf. Soul into ſuch a State; for it Fetually worketh 
2.13. in them that do believe. So that the Bible, among 
other Books, is like a Diamond among other 
Stones, exceeding precious, as it is more apt to 
ſcatrer Light, and more ſolid to make Impreſ- 

fins. 
Ir is ſaid to contain ſound Words, and whole- 
ſeme Words, ſuch as tend to the Health and Hap- 
pineſs of our Souls, on thoſe Diſorders, and 
recovering us from thoſe Diſtempers that Sin had 
brought us under. — Here we haye the great God 
ſet forth in his excellent Nature, in his infinite 
Pertections, and in his mighty Works. We have 
here laid before us the Nature of Chriſt's Perſon, 
the ſeveral Offices he bore, the Miracles he 
wrought, the Doctrines he delivered, and the 
Sufterings he underwent for us. We are put 
in Mind of the Corruptions we have, the Temp- 
tations we are like to meet with, the Dangers we 
lie open to, the Duties we are obliged to diſ- 
charge, and from whence all our Support, Help, 
and Strength muſt come. Here 1s every Pre- 
cept needful to direct us, and every Promiſe ne- 
cCeflary to encourage us. — Our Saviour ſaith, 
John. 5. that he Father loved him, and fſhewed him all 
20. things that himſelf did. And he promiſed, that 
Ch. 14 26. by his Spirit he world teach his Apoſtles all things, 
| and bring to their Remembrance whatſcever he had 
ſaid unto them. And the Apoſtles and the Diſci- 
Act. 20. 23. ples went forth, declaring the «whole Counſel of 
Mat, 28. Cod, and teaching Men to obſerve all things 
19. which he had commanded them. This is called 
2 Cor. 5. the Word of Reconciliation, the Word of Salvation, 
an, 26. and the Word of Life. We are told, that it is 
Ch. 3 able to ſave our Souls; and in another Place, that 
Jam. 1. 21. it is able to make as wiſe unto Salvation; able to 
mate the Man of God perfet?, thoroughly furnijhed 
unte 
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an all good Works. So that they muſt contain Tim. 


ite. | ; 
2 o every Thing this way neceſſary, is laid 
down in a Manner ſo plain and clear, that Per- 
ſons of the meaneſt Capacity (upon a faithſul and 
diligent Enquiry) muſt receive full Information. 


in them all Things that are neceſſary to eternal 3. 15 


It is as a Lamp unto our Feet, and can be hid only 2 Cor. 4. 
60 them that are loſt. No Perſon whatſcever, in 3: | 


a humble Search after the Truths of God, cau be 
liable to any dangerous Miſtakes; for that Hy 
- Spirit who is the Author of this Divine Reve.aa- 
tion, has promiſed to guide and direct us in the 
Knowledge, Ute, and Improvement of it. | 

HERE it may not be altogether foreign to ob- 
ſerve to you, that as Ezra corrected the Errors 
which had crept into Copies of the Old Teflament, 
and added ſeveral Things by way of Illuſtration and 
finiſhing; ſo he alſo changed the old Hebrew, 
and wrote out the whole in the Chaldee Charac- 
ter, the former being retained only by the Sama- 
ritans. But it was Simon the Fruft that finiſhed 
the Canon of the Old Teſtament. The Books 
added by him, were the two Books of Chronicles, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Eher and Malachi. — The 
Jews that Alexander had brought to fill the new 
City he had built, which he called Alexandria, 
ſoon loſt their old Language, and were obliged 
to have the Scriptures in Greek, which gave Oc- 
caſion to that Tranſlation which is called the 
Septuagint. They made Ule of this till the 2d 
Century, when Acquila publiſhed his Greek Tranſ- 
lation of the Old Teſtament, which they much 
value and make uſe of to this Day. —I need not 
mention the other Grcek Verſions in the 3d and 
4th Centuries by Symmachus, Theodoſſon, Heſy- 
chius, Lucian &c. nor thoſe Editions we have * 

0 
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ſmall Ottence, as he doth y convey Ideas 
ditterent from what the Text lays down. But 


ſo has he ever cwn'd them, and his Providence 
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of it, ſince Printing came into Uſe, by Ximenes, 
Aldus, or Sixtus Sar 4s. Dr. Grabe publiſhed a 
Part cf the Alexandrian Copy, but did not live 
to finiſh it. There are allo many Latin Tranſla- 
tions of the New Teffament, among theſe Caftalis 
is reckoned the meſt elegant; but his making 
ule of ſo many Claſſic Werds, gives to ſome no 


to return; 
As the Hely Seriptures are the Word of God, 


has taken Care to tranſmit them to us in this Age 
of the World, without any material Alteration, 
You are, my Son, to receive theſe Truths of 
God in the Love ct them, regulating ycur Life 
by them, and drawing all ycur Hopes and Com- 

ris from them. We have no better Way to 
conflict with Difficulties and Enemies, than by 
having this Nord of Ged abiding in us. Many 
ule the Werd ct Gcd as an Arſenal; they retort 
to it only ſer a Weapcn, to defend this or that 
Party, cvericcking cr neglecting the chief De- 
ſign of this Sacred Truſt. Here you will find 
every thing proper to direct ycu in ww Way 
to Heaven; when ycu are careleſs and negligent 
in your Duty, ycull meer with many Things 
proper to awaken and ſtir you up to great Dili- 

ence and Matchfulneſs; in Times of Fear and 
— ycull find enough here to fortity and en- 
cc urage you; and when you are caſt down by any 
of the Afflictions of Life, you'll find Matter fut- 
ficient to revive and comfort you; for the Con- 
ſolations of God are not ſmall. And one thats 
fully eſtabliſhed in all Points cf Importance, and 
lives up to the Rule of God s Word, has a certail 
Inattention to the common Events of Life, — 
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to be greatly ruffled or diſturbed by them. 

of ANTE Kind cr Degree your ctions 

are, yet thro Patience and Comfort of the Scrip- Rom. 15: 

tures you may have Hope. | ” — 


LETTER F. 


My Son, 


Endeavour to render your own Life com- 
fortable. | 


avoid all Sin, of whatever Kind or Degree; 

for that which breaks in upon the Honour 
ot God and his Intereſt, will certainly do the 

ſame with regard to your Peace; and all Plea- 

ſure that lies beyond the Boundaries of Reaſon, 

is a Step towards Folly and Madneſs: And if ever 

ou weuld live free trom great Faults, you muſt 

ware of /eſs; for theſe are as little Thieves to 

let in the other. The Comtort of Lite cannot be 
ſecured, unleſs a Perſon ſeriouſly reſolves to pur- 

ſue Nothing but what is his Duty, or at leaft in- 
nocent: Then alone it is that Perſons and Acci- 

_ are not able greatly to diſturb his ;nward 
Peace. | 5 
AL wars keep your Paſſions in a due Subjec- ; 
| tion. He that is fow to Wrath, is of great Un- Frov 0 
| derſtandiug; and the Diſcretion of a Man defer- 19. 11. 
7th bis Anger. Whenever Paſſion is very hi 15 8 

calon 


[- order to this, you are, wy dear Son, to 
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Reaſon muſt in Proportion be very Jow (4) 
Such a cne is ſaid to ride a Horſe that runs away 
with him; and you may gueſs the Inconvenien- 
cies and Dangers that ut Circumſtance muſt 
expoſe you to. Or, you may take your Idea of 
it from certain Fleet Hounds, which in Hunt- 
ing over-run the Scent: Theſe ſpoil the Game, 
and throw themſelves upon the greateſt Difficul- 
ties. When the Paſſions are kr a proper Di- 
rection, and a juſt Command, they are very uſe- 
ful, and even neceſſary to an active Life. The 
Underſtanding is too lazy and indolent to exert 
itſelf without ſuck an Impulſe: But you muſt 
remember, that thoſe Winds only which are fair 
and gentle, are proper to guide the Veſſel into 
Harbour; ſuch as are contrary and furicus, will 
probably cverſet it, or at leaſt lubject the Crew to 
much Fear and Danger. The Paſſions reſemble 
Fire and Water, which are very good, while they 
continue Servants, but are ſome of the worſt ct 
Maſters, waſting and conſuming wherever 
they come. They are the Fury and Phrenzy of 
the Mind; and generally do more Injury to the 
Perſon, than the Thing that gave them Riſe. It 
doth not indeed differ very much from Diſtrac- 
tion and Madneſs. One that is in a Paſſion, lo- 
ſeth his Reaſon during that Time, and one that 
is mad, may be ſaid to be always in a Paſſion; 
However, ſo far as theſe are indulged, the Com- 
fort of Life muſt be much impaired. 
Envy is a Paſſion that breaks in much upon 
the Peace of the Mind; endeavour to be ſenſible 
of it, and labour to ſuppreſs it. It is occaſioned, 


__ — 


— 


(a) Homo, non homo iratus; 
= furiofts nulla voluntas off. | 
generally, 


— — 
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encrally, by ſome Excellency we diſcern in 
another Perſon, and which we apprehend is miſ- 
laced, in being lodged in him, and wanting in 
ourſelves : Whether this refers to the Furniture 
of his Mind, or the Fulneſs of his outward Cir- 
cumſtances, it has its Riſe uſually from ſome 
Advantage another is ſuppoſed to have above us. 
It is called the Rottenneſs f the Bones; for it 
preys upon a Perſon's own Bowels, more than 
upon his Neighbour's Goods. This puts him in 
Pain upon all Occaſions, and inverts all the Re- 
liſh of Lite (a); and it is ſo ſhameful a Paſſion, 
that no one yet ever had the Confidence to own 
it. Such a one is ever ſhooting at others, and 
always wounding himſelf: It bears a direct Op- 
nition to God, to the Law of Nature, and to 
Chriſtian Charity. How great an Abſurdity 
muſt ir be, for any Perſon to be in high Diſplea- 
ſure, becauſe another excels in "Things that are 
commendable | As Themiſtocles could not bear the 
Juſtice of Ari/tides, nor the Reputation he had 


gained by it. The fame Dy that worketh 


Envy in a baſe Mind, produceth Induſtry and 
Emulation in others. Wherever a virtuous Per- 
ſon ſees any thing that is Good and Praiſe-wor- 
thy, he admires it, and makes it his Care and 
Concern to be poſſeſſed of it: But Envy is an 
ill-natured Vice, made up of Meanneſs and Ma- 
lice; and is a certain Mark of Inferiority, It 

continues 


— 


— 


(a) Invidus alterius macreſcit rebus opimis 
Invidia fita/? non inventre tyranni 


Majus Termentum. | 
Hor. Ep. 2d. Lit, 1. 
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continues ſo long as the envied Perſon lives, but 
when he is dead, the Paſſion waſteth (a). 
REVENGE is another Thing that ought not 
to be indulged; if ever ycu mean to have Comfort 
in Life. This, My Son, is entring a Province 
that doth not belong to us, and is ſure to rob us 
of our Peace, and prevent us in our Duty. 
ever keeps Malice in his Heart, harbours a Vi- 
per in his Breaſt: It never repairs an Injury, and 
very often drinketh up the greateſt Part of its 
own Poiſon. When a Perſon hath a Mind to 
bring ſome Evil upon ancther, a flight Pretence 


will lerve for it (4). We read in the Roman 


Hiſtory, that Auth ny and Lepidus were ſo enra- 
ed againſt Cicero, that rather than he ſhould not 
ie, the former delivered up his Uncle, the lat- 

ter his Brother, to be proſcribed. But you will 

ever find it true, that it will (one way or other) 
colt more to revenge Injuries than to bear them. 

You are alſo to watch againſt a covetons Tem- 
per. Where a Perſon takes all poflible Care to 
ſecure the gainful End, but is no way careful to 
juſtify the Means by which he would obtain it, 
he chuſeth rather to ſave his Money than his 

Credit, or his Conſcience. He is no way thank- 

ful for what he has, nor deſirous to make it uſe- 

ful to others, but only intent upon what he has 
not. Such a one, Solomcn faith, troubles his own 

Houſe. (b) His Life is not ſo dear to him as his 


* 


(a) Virtuten incolumem odimus 
Sublatam ex oculis gucrimus invidi. Hor. 
Paſcitur in vivis livor, poſt fata guieſcit. 
(b) Maledicere gui vult, nuſquam non Canſam invenit. 


Wealth. 


Who- 
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Wealth. You have an Iuſtance ofthis in Ptolemy, 
King cf Cyprus. The Romans hearing that he 
had, thro an Excets of Coverouſneſs, amaſs d vaſt 
Sums of Money, they enter the Ifland. The 
King at firſt retoives to drown both himſelf and 
Treaſure; but it came to the Point, the latter 
was ſo dear to him, that he could not part with 
it, but makes no Scruple to deſtroy himleif. — 
This Weed generally grows in a barren Soil, and 
reigns moſt in thote who have but tew 

Cualities to recommend them: Ir renders a Per- 
ſon ſevere, peeviſh, unſociable, and diſtruſtful of 
every one. Such as theſe, all Perſons are apt to 
make the Subject of their Anger, or their Scorn ; 
for they do as much want what they have, as 
they do what they ſearch after. It ſignifies lit- 
tle to a coverous Man, what Money he has in 
his Bags, or what Eſtate he has in Poſſeſſion, 
being wholly taken up in the Purtuit of diſtant 
Treaſures. The Sea wants Water, and continues 
to do ſo, tho' the Rivers are every Day empry- 
ing themſelves into ir. But whenever their 
wrldly Deſires, thro Indulgence, come to be cla- 
merous and importunate, the Word cf God, and 


the Dictates of Conſcience are but ſeldom heard Mic. 2. 2. 


or regarded. And it is impoffible for you under 
= a Diſpoſition ro have any true Peace or Com- 
ort. 

Mos r mention to you the cer Extreme, 


a ** lth _— 


—— —_ 


— 


(a) Malta petentibus deſunt multa : 
Creverunt & opes, & opum furioſa Cu pido. 


Creſcentem ſeguitur cura pecu niam 


Majorumgue fame: Hor. 
Quid non mortalia peRora cop is, 
Auri ſacra fames. Virg. 


J | 

A Fathers Advice to his Son. 
which is as much to be avoided, if ever you mean 
to know the true Pleaſures of Liſe. It was 3 
= among = ancient G 2 ==; thoſe Per. 
ons who by Extravagancy ſpent their Patri mon 
ſhould nor be buried with their Anceſtors. . 
AN p wherever Drunkenneſs is indulged, as it 
doth already ſuppoſe a Ditſatisfaction in the Mind, 
ſo doth it certainly introduce a much greater. 
Here Reaſon is very much impair' d, or gone, 
which is the Life of the Man; and the extin- 
guiſtung ſo Fix a Faculty, ſeems to reſemble 
eath itſelf. It was uſual among ſome of the 
Greeks to make their Slaves drink to exceſs, and 

then expoſe them to their Children, that th 
might give them an early Averſion to that Vice; 
For here they had in their Tye the Figure of a 


rational Creature, but all the A#s of one of 2 
lower Species ; and while they laughed at the Man 


they ſaw, they injured an abſent Perſon (4a). | 


When one of Philip King of Macedon's Courtiers 
was boaſting before Demoſthenes, that their Ma- 
ſter was capable of ring in a great Quantity of 
Liquor, the Orator rep 47 that he could not 
apprehend what the Perſon ſpoke of, to be a r9- 
al Quality, but rather the Property of a Spunge. 
What Comfort can it be for any one to ſuſpend 
his own Faculties, and to put himſelf under an 
utter Incapacity of any Duty or Service either to 
God or Man (b). Alexander, who broke the 
Strength of many Nations, was not able to ſtan 
againtt this Enemy. EE eee | 

ALL Contentions and Quarrels are to be care- 
fully avoided by you. Theſe very often proceed 
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(a) Qui ebrium /udificat, abſentem ledit. 
(b) Temulentia, guod tencat mentem & lentet. 
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from Pride; and. that Fruit can't be good, that 
ſuch a Tree is capable of producing. Only by 
Pride cometh Contention (a). You are to avoid 
Diſputes, as much as poſſible, in all your Con- 
verlation. If you can't well do this, when the 
Affair is important, it is no difficult Matter to 
ſhew your Good-will to the * while you 
ſtick cloſe to the Merit of your Cauſe. Wiſdom 
and Learning ſhould always the for- 
mer will greatly recommend the latter, and give 
the Poſſeſſor of it a vaſt Advantage. It is a 
Fos Lips that enter into Contention, which often prov. 18. 
proves the Snare of his Soul. You muſt conſider 6. 
that among your Equals, the Diſpleaſure you 
have will not be much accounted of, and then ir 
can only prey upon the Maſter: And Quarrels 
which happen between thoſe Parties that are in 
hizh and lot Stations, are oſten attended with 
very unhappy Conſequences. Thoſe are like 
Iron Veſſels againſt an Earthen one, which can- 
not well Hrike without breaking. Altingius and 
Maretius, both Profeſſors of Divinity, had a Con- 
tention exceeding high and very long, nor did it 
appear to be ever reconciled. The Fewi/h Rabbins 
tell us, that the firſt Murder was occaſioned by a 
religious Controverſy. However this be, we are 
well aſſured, that Debates of the ſame Nature have 
roduced a great many Murders ſince. When the 
eart of another is in a Flame, ſome Sparks will 
fly out of the Mouth; and as this is natural, it 
ought not to be ſurprizing; and there are many 
in the World who ſeem under a Kind of Necet- 
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(a) Ni/ agit Tæemplum, litem gaod lite reſolvit. 
Sed tacitus paſci fi poſſet rorvus, haberet 
Plus dapis, & riææ multo minus invidieque, 
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ſity to give themſelves vent by hard and bitter 
Words, purely to get rid of Pain; as a Pot hen 
it boils over, eaſeth my Quarrels cannot || 
long, where there is Prudence on one fide. It is 
Prov. 25. not the hard but the /o/t Tongue that breaketh th, 
15. Bones. And why ſhould another be 10 much gif. 
leaſed when a Perlon is acting a Part only for 
bh own Relief? | 

[ WovLD only mention one thing more, which 

doth many times render Lite very uncomfortable, 

and that is the Paſſion of Fear, when it comes to 

have a Kind of Dominion. This was certain 
planted in us for our Preſervation; and tis Religion 

only that can direct it to its proper Object, and 
correct the Inordirancy of it. Some have ſuffered 
themſelves to be ſo far influenced by this abject 
Paſſion, as to let go all the Peace and Quiet of 
Prov. 29. Liſe. The Fear of Man bringeth a Snare. This 
is as cloſely link d to Self-love, as Courage is to | 
Benevolence; and when our Fear extends, thro' a 
fruitful Imagination, to every Evil that may poſ- 
ſibly befal us in Life, who can tell the Mealure of 

it? Perſons in the loweſt Stations ſeem moſt 
exempt from it; for he that lies cloſe, lies quiet, 

and he has no Reaſon to fear any Body, of whom 
no Body is afraid. We have abundantly more 
Things that affright us, than what do us any 

real Injury. He only who doth not fear a fi- 

ture Time, is able to enjoy the preſent (a); And 

he that putteth his Truſt in the Lord ſhall be ate. 
WHroEveR is true to the Intereſt of God, and 
like to he uſeful in his Church. muſt expect to 
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O Nox, quam longa es, que facis una ſenem ! 
(a) Felix gui potuit rerum cogn!/ ere cauſas, 
Atque metus omnes & inexcrabil. fatum 
Subjecit pedibus, frepitumgue Acherontis avari. g 
Virg. lib. 2. Georg- 
meet 
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meet with Enemies in the World. David ſaith, 

They that hate-me without a Gauſe, are more than Pl. 69. 4; 
the Hairs of my Head. And he found they had ö 
Strenzth as well as Numbers, The mighty are ga- 89.3. 
thered againſt me. They are ſaid to gnaſb upon 

him with their Teeth; and to diſcourage him the 

more; they would often tell him, here was yo 
Help for him in God. They expreſſed every pr. 3. 4 
where the utmoſt Malice and IIl- Will. No good 

ſo deſirable, but what they endeavoured to pre- 

rent; no Miſchief or Injury fo great, but what 

they endeavoured to inflict. This caſt him into 

many deſtreſſing Fears, and occaſioned to him a 
Multitude of Thoughts. He alludes in that Place Fc. 94. 195 
to a Tree that wants pruning. He had abundance 

of confuſed and intricate Thoughts and Gries, 
thatcrowded in upon him, reſembling a Fruit Tree 

that hath a great Number of Branches, that are 

twiſted and entangled one within another. There 

are few in the World but have Cauſe (one Time 

or other) this way to expreſs themſelves ; and 

here, my Son, we are to look up to God for Peace 

and Comfort, as David did, In the Multitude of my 

Thoughts within me, thy Comforts delight my Soul. 

God can remove our Fears, and abate our Griels, 

by ſhewing us the Relation we bear to him, the 

many Bleffings we receive from him, and the 

ſure Ground we have to hope in him. He 

ſhews us the Secrets of Wiſdom; his Providence 

keeps us ſafe, and his Comforts make us chear- 

ful. He reconciles us to all the Grievances of 

this World, by giving us the comfortable Pro- 
ſpefts of a better. For it God did not mean tc Jadg. 23. 
bring ſuch to Heaven hereafter, he would nct 23. 
have brought ſo much of it to them here. 


D2 LETTER 


— 


— — — — 


Pa 2s w1-- 


: * 
* 
DDr . 4 
—_— 


m—_— 


— —— 


Os... 
— — 
—_——__ 


— 


— — 
— 


* 
Tr 
Ia — 5 
— _—— 


— — ———ů— 
— nn 


— — ͤ — _ 
7 


— 


ne 


— 
Woke 
* wy * 


A Father's Advice to his Son, 


| Labour by all proper Methods to make your 
Life uſeful to others. 


RTABANus told Xerxes, in the View of his 

mighty Army, that a little Time would cloſe 
tne Eyes of every one of them. But tho we are 
apt to complain that Lite is ſhort ; yet are there 
many in the World that think they live too long; 
and they wait and wiſh for Death as an eaſy Re- 
fuge from the Miſeries that overwhelm them, 
The Direction of Lite ought to be our principal 


Care and Concern, and not the bare Preſervation 


of it: Now when we are geod to others, we are 
then beſt to ourſelves. And what is Life without 
this, but a Paſſage thro various Scenes of Trou- 
ble and Perplexity, till it comes to its Period? 
In one of the laſt Letters that Buchanan wrote to 
his Friends, he complains ( not of the Inconve- 
nienices of old Age, but) of the Wearinels of a 
long Life. And Death indeed is as natural as 
Lite; nor has it any Thing very terrible in i, 
but what Life has made ſo. However, this is 
moſt certain, that whoever ceaſeth to be good, 
and to be uſeſul, has out-lived himſelf. 
PrEJuvDice is a great Bar to Uſefulneſs, ſo far 
as it doth extend, Such a one has his Sticks al- 


ways in the Water; however — and re- 


gular theſe are, they appear crooked unto * 
an 
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and are paſſed by as Objects of his Contempt or 
| Diſlike. One that has the Jaundice, ſecs every 
thing in a falſe Light (a): And where this Dit- 
\ like prevails, ſuch are cut off from all Uſefulneſs. 
Thus, where an indolent Vanity is predominant in 
the Tempers of any Perſons, the little they do, is 
made to center in themſelves. But what is Life 
and Time, where Sloth and Negligence is in- 
dulged? Tho' ſuch cannot be ſaid to do any 
thing blame-worthy, yet their very Omiſffions 
are 10, as they are Creatures called to Duties of 
the urmoſt Importance. Theſe Perſons propoſe 
no certain End to themſelves, but run a Dritt 
with every Wind, or rather they are under a per- 
ual Calm. We may call it the Ruff of the 
| ind, or the Slumber of the Mind; for Heth Prov. 19. 
cafteth a Perſon into a deep Sleep. And what Ufe 15. 
can ſuch be of in Life? What were all the Au- 
MW chirites we read of; ſuch as Paul of Thebais, and 
| W Anthony of Egypt, who lived in the third Cen- 
| tury? Or ſuch as Dominicus, Franciſcus, and 
| others, but uſeleſs Perſons, rendering themſelves 
2 of all Acts of Beneficence, or Works of 
| ercy ? | . 
Trrzs is alſo a Prevalence of Humour among 
ſome Perſons, which doth very much prevent an 
Uſetuineſs in Life. This is too common among 
thoſe of great Thought and Learning. This 
was the Caſe of Dr. Cardan, Barleus, &c. A ſo- 
litary Life and a continued intenſe Thought 
throw the Body into great Diſorders. Some will 
have it, that by this Means the narrow Maſhes 1 
of the Brain grow lax and wide, ſo as not only 1 
to admit the volatile Parts of the Blood, but even 1 
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the ſerous Part of it. Theſe ſometimes appear 
in Wiſdom and Penetration above the Human 
Species; at other Times they ſeem to have le 
Wit and Senſe than even Children have the 
Command of (a). Their own Imaginations 
prey upon them, and form in them ſtrange Con- 
ceptions that have no Being or Place in Nature. 
And many of them are fond of acting in the in. 
different Parts of Lite, accor dingt othe moſt ab 
ſtracted Notions of Reaſon; this way they are 
Eccentrick in their Motions and Actions, and ya- 
ry from the common Cuſtoms of Mankind 
This makes them ridiculous, and expoſeth them 
ro the Contempt of meaner Perſons, rendrin 
them leſs acceptable and leſs uſeful in the World, 
Such is the preſent Imperfection of Mankind un. 
der their higheſt Acquiſitions and Attainments in 
this Life (%. 8 hs 
"You are to remember that God is the moſt | 
erfect and moſt beneficent of all Beings, and the 
beſt Part of the Creation bear his Image in this 
Refpedt.” The glorious Angels are miniſtring 
Spirits ; all — Perſons are every where fi- 
voured with their Influence, and come under 
their Protection. The Sun diſperſeth every 
where its comforting Light, and vital Heat, re- 
viving and refreſhing univerſal Nature. That 
Perſon muſt be very mean and contracted, that 
centers all Regards in his own Intereſt. ' Every 
one muſt be valuable, more or leſs, in Propor- 
tion to that Goodneſs that is ingredient in the 
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- (a) In guibuſdem plus homine ſapere, in Pluribus minus pu- 
eris intelligere, videatur. 
[b) Nemo voir magnus ſine aliqua afflatu divino unquan falt. 
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Temper of his Soul (a). When Alexander would 
have paſſed upon the Scythians for a Deity, they 
tell him that they could not come into the Belief 
of it, he appearing to them an utter 'Stranger/ to 
that Benevolence that was proper to ſuch a Cha- 
racter; on the other Hand depriving them and 
robbing them of every Thing that was valuable. 

Tuk Divine and the Phy/ician are Profeſſions 
that promiſe more immediate Uſefulneſs in Life, 


in a due Induſtry and proper Application. As 


to the /atter, I would obſerve, that ſome will pre- 
tend to reduce Phet to a Science, grounded 
upon as certain Demonſtration as is to be had in 


Geometry and Arithmetick ; but if Science, pro- 


perly ſo called, be the Concluſion ot a Syllogiſm, 
whereof the Major and the Minor are clearly 
and neceſſarily true Propoſitions, they'll never be 
able to do it: So that however * Perſons may 
' amuſe themſelves with a philoſophical Theory of 
Phylick; yet as to the Practice of it, it muſt be 
indica (as Dr. Pitcairn faith) to the Memory of 
what has been found good, or bad, in thoſe par- 
ticular Caſes. WHence any Perſon upon due Ob- 
ſervation and Experience may (at leaſt in ordi- 
nary Caſes) have a Door opened this Way to be 
uſetul in Life. So alſo the ons of Surgery 
among the Europeans is vaſtly different from 
what it is in other Parts of the World. — But 
neither of theſe may be Your Profeſſion. 
' THrexE ſhould be in You a fixed Inclination 
of doing Good to all, according to the Ability 
God has given you (bþ). He that deſires to be 
the only happy Man in the World, neither will 


- (a) Homines ad deos nulla re propius accedunt, quam Salutem 
leminibus dande. 
(b) Virtutis laus omnis in actione conſiſtit. 
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nor can be ſo; but he is in the moſt likely Way 
to obtain Happineſs, who deſires and endeavours 
o promote the Good of all that are about him: 


to pr 
And when this proceeds from an innate Beyeny- 


lence, not intermixed with any Vanity to excel, 
it is of great Service, it imployed in the Impreſ- 
ſion of neceſſary Truths or guarding againſt Er. 
rors, Or tranſmitting of any nſolations. 

You will find many under Pain, Poverty, and 
Diſtreſs; to theſe Pity and Compaſſion ſhould be 
ſhewn, which is Love, ſoftened with a Degree 
Sorrcw. This (whatever the Stoics ſay) 00 
greatly inhance human Nature, and very much 
recommends a Profeſſion of Religion. Grief has 
a natural Eloquence belonging to it, and breaks 
out in very moving Sentiments, and 1s a loud Call 
to others to relieve and help, according to the Abi- 
lity God has given them. The Scripture ſaith, 
that he that hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth to the 
Lord, and he will repay him; and he ſhall be re- 
eompenced at the Reſurrection of the Fuſt. And 
cn the other hand, He that ſtoppeth his Kar at 
the Cry of the Pcor, ſhall himſelf cry, but ſball not 
ge heard. —— But your charitable Deeds ought 
ever to be proportioned to the Veed of the Be 


ceiver, and to the Ability of the Giver. For if 


Diſcretion doth not accompany this Act, the 
Commendation of it ſinks, and the Duty ſo far 
ceaſeth. 

Bo r there are abundance of other Caſes, my | 
Dear Sn, where you may have an Opportunity 
of exerting yourſelf to the Benefit of others. 
You are to iaftrut? the Ignorant, where you find 
them defective in their Acquaintance with Mat- 


Et tu neminem preeterias, ne is quem præteris Cbriſtus. ſit: 
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ters that are of great Importance; to direct thoſe 
that are 2 _ and F — to comfort ſuch 
as you under great Afictions. You ma 
find many overcome ih Pon that want 4 
be /oftened and quieted; and others that are op- 
preſſed, may call tor your Relief. ——If you look 
abroad in the World, you'll find Abundance of 
Pride and Envy, Hypocriſy and Profaneneſs. 
There is a ſtrange Diſorder in Human Nature. 
Perſons of almoſt every Age find it difficulc 


to enjoy ordinary Lite, or to reliſh their own 


Being, without the Gratification of ſome corrupt 
Appetite. Young Perſons are raſh and heady 
and the Aged find Re/ignation to Decays ve 

dificult. So that a Perſon that is prudent, will 
never want Opportunity to diſcover it, by proper 
Inſtruction, ſeaſonable Advice, or gentle Reproofs. 
And as all the Sins of Lite proceed from irregu- 


lar Humours and Deſires, a Check may be given 


to them from a Szander by, who deſires to be uſe- 
ful. | | 


LETTER 


41. 


42 A Father's Advice to his Son. 


—— 


— — —— 
. AE edn dats. W 


L ET TE R VII. 
My Sox, 


Confider well the Vanity and flutuating 
Nature of all Worldly Things. 
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any thing more alluring than this pre- 
ſent World; nor has he, in any Methods 
that he has taken to enſnare the Souls of Man- 
kind, been more ſucceſsful. And yet the Fault is 
not in the World, tor that is very Good, and ſo 
God pronounced it, hen he made it, but it is 
we that are bad. And here, the Fault imputable 
bil to us, lies not in a bare Love to the World, or 
11 Care about it; for both theie are allowed of, and 
' commendable; but the Fault lies in the Exceſs of 
# this Love, and in the Anxiety of this Care. This 
is what throws us into many Inconveniencies, 
ſubjects us to many - Temptations, and intro- 
duceth a great Number of Tranſgreflions. Me 
raiſe our Expectations too much from our World- 
ly Poſſeſſions, and flatter ourſelves with Hap- 
pineſs in them, when they are not capable of pro- 
ducing it. Hence it is that Man walketh in 4 
vain Shew, and diſquieteth himſelf in vain. 
While we hold the beautiful Flower in one Hand, 
admiring its regular Form and inviting Colours, 
the Leaves of it grow limp and drooping, till 
the whole fades and dies: Yet are we to eſteem 
theſe Things in their proper Place, and accord- 
L » | in 2 
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ing to thoſe Uſes and Ends tor which they are 
by Providence aſſigned. But when we reſt our- 
bes too much in them, or lay too great a Streſs 
upon them then are we out ofthe Way both of our 
Bay and Comfort. A Read is a dangerous Thin 
to lean upon; it muſt either pierce your 1 
or break under you. | 

Davip obſerves that he had ſeen the Wicked 
in great Power, and ſpreading himſelf like a green 
Bay Tree, but in-a little Time it was all over. 
He looked, and he was not, and he ſought him, but 
he could not be _ Whatever ſooths the Pride 
and Vanity of any Perſon, he is preſently taken 
with it, and ſoon after taken by it; and what is 
more ſurprizing, will ſport and play in the Camp 
of his Enemies, as if he was in no Danger, nay 
had done ſomething every way juſt and wiſe. But 

when he has got a Wound in his Conſcience, 
what can the World do tor him? or to what Part 
of it muſt he repair for Eaſe? The Earth ſaith, 
It is act iu me; and the Sea ſaith, It is not in me, 
&c. The Souls of Mankind being neariy allied 
tothe Angels in their Nature and Operations, 
that only which gives a Happineſs to the one, 
can give a Satisfaction to the other; and nothing 
can fill the Soul, that falls any way ſhort of its 
own Excellency. Should we be put in Poſſeſ- 
lion of the higheſt Enjoyments below, we ſhould 
ſoon deſire a ; and when thoſe Deſires are 
granted, we ſhould have others ready at hand: 
Ihis alſo is Vanity. | 


Joxan's Gourd was an agreeable and a ſeaſon- 
able Shade to him; but he put too great a Value 
upon it, more than he would have done, had he 
ſeen the Worm at the Root of it. But ſuch is 
the Vanity of our Minds, we are preſently for 
making that our Happineſs, which G 
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tended for our Comfort; and whoever follows 
atter Vanity, will ſurely find Vexation. 

Bur, my Con, you are to look abroad in the 
World, and fee how this Temper prevails amon 
the Generality of Mankind. You are to view x 


in its various Branches, and ſee it in all its diffe. 


rent Lights, before you can come at a juſt Appre- 
henſion of it! Of all our Infirmities, Vanity ſeems 
to be moſt prevailing in Mankind, and deareſt to 
*em: It not only fills up the Lives of many Perſons, 
but even ſurvives their Aſhes, and takes Care of 
= phs and Tomb-ſtones after they are dead 

a). | | 
. WHar are thoſe Complements and Profeſſions of 
Kindneſs, that we ſeepais among many of all Ranks 
at this day? the Words they make uſe of are very 
ofteri not intended to mean any Part ofthat Favour 
and Good-will, which they carry inthe Expreſſion 
of them. Words are originally deſigned to convey 
Ideas, as Money conveys Property; and they 
ſhould be put to no other Uſe but this, when 
many times they ſerve to no other Purpoſe than 
tooverpower the Light of the Underſtanding, and 
benight the Faculties. And yet ſuch is the Vani- 
ty of Mankind, theſe very Complements will 
weigh much with many Perſons, and turn the Ba- 
lance againſt Things that are ſolid, and have 
their Foundation in Reaſon. No Perſons are 
more diſpoſed to flatter others, than thoſe who are 
moſt deſirous of it themſelves. Hiftory tells us, 
it was the bare Omiſſion of a Complement in Ju- 
lius Czar, that was the immediate Occaſion of 
his Death; and was made the chief Pretence for 
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ſorming the Conſpiracy againſt him. This alſo 
is Vanity. | 1 6 
: War a Figure doth Man make in Life, when 
pride comes to have the Aſcendant! And this 
doth too often prevail in Young Perſons, who 
have but little uaintance with themſelves and 
the World. They can't bear to look upon them- 
{elves in an abſtracted Light, but only with re- 
ſpect to others; and here the Eye is drawn from 
thoſe who are known to excel in things that are 
commendable, and the Compariſon is run with 
ſuch as have had fewer advantages, or ha e been 
chargeable with greater Neglects. Such are ſool- 
iſhly delighted in the Contemplation of their own 
Abilities, and grow in Selt-love and Eſteem. 
Theſe do every thing with an % Grace. They 
can have but few Friends, and at the ſame time 
pat it in the Power of the meaneſt Perſon to 
give them Provocation. He that looks upon all 
the Reſpect that's paid him as a ju/# Delt, is not 
in a likely way to have much of it; for where 
Pride goes before, Shame generally follows after. 
Wu this Vice comes to be predominant in 
Perſons of exalted Stations, the Vanity ariſing from 
it appears much more flagrant (a). And here 
Hiſtory doth furniſh us many Inſtances. When 
the Emperor Valerian was taken Pritoner by 
Sapores King of Per/ia, this haughty Prince 
muſt have him for his Foot-ſtool, when he came 
to mount his Horſe; and 2 King of Egypt 
muſt needs have his Chariot drawn by four Kings 
that were his Captives. And our own Hiſtory 
tells us, that the laſt Embaſly that Cardinal Mol- 
ſely had to Francis the F irt, he went attended 


. 
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(a) O curve in terras anime, & celiſtium innanes ! = 
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with a thouſand Horſemen, his Enemies prompt. 


ing him to indulge his utmoſt Vanity, which was 
afterwards the immediate Occaſion of his Fall. — 


And it is net only great Perfons that do by ſome 


rticular Acts diſcover a Pride and Vanity, but 
we are obliged to uphold them in it, by giving 
them ſuch Titles as the Laws and Cuſtoms of à 
Nation have fixed upon them; as Grace is given 
to Dates, Excellence to Embaſſadors, Hblineſs to 
Popes, Sc. When you find any of theſe under 


Horror of Conſcience, and in the near Views of 


Death and Damnation, what an Inſult upon them 
muſt any ſuch Titles and Appellations be! This 
allo is Vanity. 

Every one would be more humble and low in 
their own Thoughts, did they but duly conſider 
upon what groundleſs Prerenfions they fy . 
high, and what a vaſt number of Defects and Fail- 
ings every one is Chargeable with. We reſemble 
the Dutch Coin, are bur half Sterling. And what 
a Vanicy 1s it for Vice and Wickednefs, Imper- 
f:&ion and Miſery, to ſet up for Greatneſs, and 
contend for Praiſe? Men ought to ſtay till their 
Underſtandings are cleared, their Wilts rectified, 
and their future Happineſs aſſured; till they have 
arrived to high Meaſures of Grace and Holinels, 
and have attained to ſuch a Rectitude in all their 
Faculties, as ſhall make them apt and diſpoſed to 
their reſpective Offices. And even then, however 
deſerving they may be of Praife, they will be the 
laſt chat ſhall. pur in tor it. | | 

 Wrar a Vanity is it in Perſons to ſpend above 
Half the Time they have to live, in a purſuit of 
Honour! Great Pains have been taken in purchaſ- 
ing and procuring it, when much leſs Trouble 
would have rendred them deſerving of it: And 


Honour is act ſeemly for a Focd. Hiſtory tells = 
that 
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that when the Empire was by the Army expoſed 
roSale, one Julian, a wealthy Ci.izen, made 
the Purchaſe, which coſt him near a Million of 
our Money. The Soldiers upon this forced the 
Senate tO 1 him Emperor, but he was ſlain 
in little more than two Months after. He that 
graſpeth at too much of this World, ſeldom 
Folds ic very faſt or long; and thoſe Things often 
rove more prejudicial to us, which we eagerl 
deſire, than thole do which we fear. — 
is the Grandeur of the World, when we come to 
take a near View of it? Conſider it in its Uncer- 
tainty, great Vexation, ſhort Continuance, and 
certain Expiration ; and tho the Poſſeſſor of it 
carries a greater Port, and makes a greater Shew 
than others, yet ſuch a one can hardly be ſaid to 
be any thing the better. Honours and Riches, 
when conſidered alone, can make no Perſons 
happy; and the Abuſe of them is in all Reſpects 
much worſe than the Want of them: And when- 
ever they are attended with Juſtice and Integrity, 
Wiſdom and Valour, tho' theſe are of great Value 
in themſelves, and to the Perſon that has them; 
yet they are of no Conlideration with regard to 
others, any further than they are imployed and 
laid out for them. 

Wrart a Degree of Vanity doth appear in the 
magnificent Buildinss and iumpruous Edifices, 
that are to be ſeen in different Nations ! Some 
Hiſtorians that ſpeak of the Emperor Nero, ſeem 
to have a Difficulty in aſſerting which was great- 
eſt, whether his Villam, in Kuing Fire to the 
City of Rome, or his Vanity, in thoſe expenſive 
Structures he afterwards erected ; which was done 
with the moſt curious Materials (a), and finiſhed 


| (a) Lapis Phengites nominatur, tranflucens qua parts fulv& 
nederant vene. 


with; 
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with the greateſt Grandeur. And how doth 
human Nature appear, when we ſee Men laviſh 
away their Eſtates upon a vain Frolick, and ex- 
travagant Luxury. Such a one was Apicius, who 
lived in the Reign of 7iberius, who ſpent yaſt 
Treaſures in Gluttony ( 2 ). For the Appetite 
of ſuch Perſons run away with their. Reaſon, 
Men ſhould eat and drink that they may live, but 
many ſeem only to live for the Satisfaction of 
their Appetites. Such was the Character of C 
dius Eſop, the Orator and Tragedian; both Fa- 
ther and Son were moſt infamous for Luxury 
and Extravagance(b). And it is too frequent 
in this Age for Perſons, not only to live beyond 
their Efates, but even their Expeltations, which 

et are too often without F oundation q and when 
— of Poverty comes, will launch out into 
{till greater Extravagances, as if Poverty was to 
be prevented or removed by Expence. — This 
alſo is Vanity. 2 
ManassEn, we find, after a good Education, 
was led away to the greateſt Acts of Vanity and 
Wickedneſs. He made the Devil his Oracle in con- 
tempt of God and his Prophets. He made uſe of 
Enchantments, and dealt with familiar Spirits and 
Wizards. And I have read of a learned Venetian, 
who went to the Devil to know the Meanin 
of the Word #rrsa:x2:a, a Word much uk: 


by Arifotle, and upon the true Meaning of 


which, Matters of great Importance did depend; 


Pls 1 
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am 1 * 


2 


(a) Calcanta camelorum & criſtat vivis gallinateis demptas, 
linguas pavoerum & luſciniarum, &c. 

(b) Filius Æſopi detraftam ex aure matellz 
{ Scilicet ut decies ſolidum exſorberet ) acets 
Diluit inſignem Baccam: qui ſanior, ac 5 


uud idem in rapidum flumen jaceretve cloacam? wy 
| | an 
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expected Truth frem that Quarter, whence 
a body, elſe would have lopked for ic: That Hits 
tory doth inform us he had an Antwer to his 
Enquiry, but ſuch a cne as iefr him in much 
more Larkneſs and Ccntulicn than before. Hew 
many have given themſelves up to Magical Afro- 
logy © The French Hiſtorians are tuil ct ic duri:: 
the Cuarrels between the QPucen-Meorther — 
Cardinal Richlieu. Many have had a fond Cons 
ceit that all Sullunary I hings do wholly depend 
on the Heavenly, and that they mutually receive 
their Properties from each other, by means of cer- 
tain Efiuvia, which are the Cauſe ot all the Phæ- 
nomina in Nature. So they preſume to ſay, that 
certain great Events do depend upon Nativities 
under ſuch Conſtellations. Many cannot be eaſy 
with their Dependance on Providence; and (as 
the Pcet ſaith) when the Gods above don't pleate 
them, they will try what thoſe beneath can do(a). 
But it is im poſſible that any created Spirit ſhould 
know the Series of innumerable Motions proper to 
rational and free Agents. = This alſo is Vanity. 
Maxx Perſons in the World have been for im- 
puting their Dreams to the DireQicn of ſome In- 
zellizenge. Artimedorus wrote much upon this Sub- 
ject, and laboured hard to prove it; but his Time 
and Pains were thought by moſt to be ſſ ent to 
ar little Purpoſe. , 63 433 
Sous in the World have had a ſtrange Paſſion 
fcr Fame and Glory, not conſidering that the Gitcs 
> Nature, or the Acccmpliſhments of Art, or 
any Acceſs of any other Things, are then only 


of . 7 


* 
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12) — guod f mea Numina non ſunt F 
Magna ſatis, dubitem baud equidem implorare guod uſquam oft; 
Fleittere fi negues Superos, Acberonta movebe. 
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eruly valuable, when they are exerted in the In. 
tereſts of Virtue. Eroffratus being asked, what 
could be his Inducement in ſetting Fire to the 
Temple of Diana, a Work fo wondertully rich 
and great, he confeſs d that he had no other End 
than to perpetuate his Name, and that he might 
be remembred and talk d of in future Ages. 

Axp what is Beauty, where the Graces bear no 
Proportion to it? It is like a fine Picture fer in 
a bad Frame, and is ever more or leſs attended 
with Pride and Vanity (4 } This doth til 
more appear in that rich Attire that ſome are 
fond to aſſume. Whenever this 1s turned into 
a Badge of Grandeur, the original Inſtitution of 
it is certainly inverted. It is no other than pri- 
ding curſelves in Shame, and looking big in 2 
way that muſt diſcover our Meanneſs. What a 
Vanity muſt it be to build a Reputation upon the 
Excrement of the meaneft Animals! This is ſetting 
up an airy Structure upon a ſorry Foundation, 
T1 hus it was with Agrippa and Bernice, when they 
came to hear the Apoltle Paul's Tryal; they 
entred the Place of Hearing with great Pomp, 


#874 ag geiſacias. So we read of Caligula 
and Heliogabalus, that they took this Method; 


to give Surprize and command Reſpect; fer 
they had nothing ede (and could have nothing 
leſs ) to recommend them (. This of is 
Vanity. —— Nor do I need to put you in Mind 
of that habitual Inſolence that is common to pro- 
fligate Sinners, and which we ſee every day; to 


- -whom Aan is more an Object of Fear than the 


great God. Theſe will boldly break in upon 


4 — 
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a) Cum not is tunicis ſumit nova concilia & ſpes. 
(b) Faſtus ineſt puleris, ſequitargue 1 Ts 
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Divine Laws, but will make a full Scop, when 
they come to As of Parliament. 

Tnus, my Son, have I given you a curſory View 


of many Things to ſhew you-che World, and to 


acquaint you with the various Turns that Human 
Nature is capable of; But Gop commands your 
higheſt Eſteem and ready Obedience; and doth he 
not deſerve them? Let it be your chief Care to ſe- 
cure his Favour, being perſuaded there is no Con- 
dition of Life can be happy without this: And 
while others repair to the World, ima ining it to 
be as a frong City, and a high Wall, do you have 
recourſe to God; you will find him ſtronger than 
their City, and higher than their Wall, more able 
and ready to ſecure you from Dangers, to defend 


ou from Enemies, and to fill you with Bleflings.- 


e is willing to make over by Promiſe a much 
ter Happineſs than they can pretend to,/ who 

ve their Portion in this Lite. Let not thine 

Heart envy Sinners; there is no Occaſion, no 
Reaſon for it, when God has made ſuch Proviſion 
for you. I am, Oc. 
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LETTER VIIL 


My Son, 
Male Religion your great and chief Ciy- 
cern. 


FHaTEves it is that doth more imme- 
diately reſpect your Scul and ancthir 
World, ycu are to have in conſtant 

Tiew. Theſe Things you muſt endeavour to 

maintain a continued Diſpoſition towards, eſteem- 
ing every thing in the World ſubordinate, and 
making them ſubſervient to this great Deſign. 

Religion includes whatever we are cbliged either 

to belicve or pratti e. The former takes in all 

thoſe Truths that are revealed to us in the holy 

Wt. the Knowledge of which could not 

be obtained by the Light of Nature; and by the 

latter we are to underſtand all thoſe Duties we 
are directed to, both by Revelation and Reaſon: 

For Religion is a Principle founded in Reaſon, 

and enlivened with the Chriſtian Hope. The 

great Buſineſs cf it is, to mortify thoſe Co 

tions that are in our Hearts, and to bring all t 

Paſſions of the Mind to a due Subjection; to that 

holy Spirit, the Fruit of which is Love, Foy, Peact, 

Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, &c. And it 


torbids not one Thing, but what is either hurtful 
| to 
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to the Body, or undermines Society, or bears an 


Oppclition to rational Principles, or is offenſive 
to human Nature. So that Religion can never 


ſurvive our Morals; nor can any truly be ſaid to 


belicve in God and in Jeſus Chriſt, wha doth not 
live according to it. 3 
Wren the Scripture ſpeaks of the Men of this 
World who have their Portion in this Life, we are 
to underſtand it ot thoſe Perſons who have the 
Pretits ur the Pleaſures of this World chiefly in 
their Eye, and neareſt their Hearts, making every 
thing to ſtoop and ſubmit to what may belt pro- 
more thoſe worldly Ends: And it is for this Rea- 
ſen we uſe to ſay, That no one can ſerve Gd 
aright; unleſs the World ſerve him. There is no 
od Perſon now in the World, but may be ſaid 
to have ſomething Evil in him (a); ſuch is our 
reſent imperſect State: But he is for this Rea- 
— termed gocd, becauſe the ſeveral Acts of Reli- 
gion are his chief Concern, and he labours to main- 
tain a conſtant Inclination to them, and Prepa- 
ration tor them. Whoever is brought to ſeek in 
the fir Place the Righteouſneſs of God, is al- 
ways moſt ſenſible and moſt jealous of the Want 
of it. There are none ſo ſtrict in examining their 
own Hearts, as thoſe that are moſt devoted to 
God and his Intereſt. The more any one has of 
his Grace, the more he gefires it; and ſuch are ne- 
ver {0 ſenſible of what they have, as they are of 


| what they want. Some have endeavour'd to re- 


preſent Virtue and Grace as oppoſite to each 
other; but when you have removed the former 
from any particular Perſon, in all its Parts and 
Branches, I believe you will find but little of the 


7— 


——_—_— 


n ͥ 
— 


4 a) Vitiis nemo fine naſcitus; optimus illi qui minimis ur- 
= | 3 | 


E 3 other. 


CT 
= 
L 
'= 
= 
1 
1 
£ 
8 
o 
: 
: [ N 
4% 
, "4 5 
TY 
0 
| 1 
1 
1 
- 
$7 


A Father's Advice to his Son. 
cther. We may call them all virtuous Qualities 
proceeding trum the rich Goodneſs and unde. 
icrved Mercy ct God to us: And the Body may 
as icon be well without Health, as the Soul can 
be happy withcut theſe, which are its chief Orna- 
ment in the Sight ct God and Man, and do help 
on its higheſt Perfection. 

ENDEAVOUR to preſerve a lively Senſe cf God 
u-cn your Mind. Believe him always preſent 
with you, and ſet him ever before you. See your 
Diſtauce frem him, and be ſenſible cf your De- 
pendance cn him. — All abſurd and finful As 
i.cw frem the Paſſens; and where theſe are ſuſ- 
ered to gain the Aſcendent, we betray the Li- 
berty cf cur cwn Souls. But ycu, my Son, mult 
impicie the Mercy cf God, and beg his Grace, 
— in all the due Exerciſes of it to live 
up to the Rule ct his Word, expecting Salvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt. Then will the Conſideration cf 
— own Immortality give you a great and 

aſting Pleaſure; and what will vaſtly add to it, 
is the Contemplation of God's almighty Power, 
Goodneſs and Truth, which ſtand engaged to make 
all ſuch Perſons happy, and to ſecure that Hap- 
ineſs to them for ever. Let Religion direct and 
influence you in every thing, cbliging you to 
whar is juſt and honeſt, to what is loveiy and of 
Report. Let this make you humble and 
thankful, ſubmiſſive and obedient; let this com. 
mand ycur Faith, engage your Love to God, and 
quicken ycu in every Duty. The Word, Re!:- 
gion, is 111, I to be drawn à religandb, as it lies 
down the Mind and Scul to God and heavenly 
Things, uniting alſo che Profeſſors of it in its 
Cauſe and Intereſt. | 

LeT the Word ct God have 
as a rich Treafure of Divine 
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cwledge, and a 


2 bigh Efleen, 
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ſure Rule of Lite. — Keep a ſtrict Watch over 
ourſelf, and a conſtant 3 of your .own 
eart; and remember that all your Thoughts, as 
well as your Words and Actions, fall under the 
Eye and Notice cf God. And when you have 
no ge Thoughts prevailing in your Mind, it is 
much if you are not followed with thoſe that are 
tad; and theſe you muſt take Care of, and by 
no means give any Indulgence to them : For 
when any Evil reſts in the Imagination, it doth 
with much Eaſe flide into the Vill. You can 
never want a proper Object to imploy your 
Mind, and raiſe your Admiration, ſo long as 
ou have any Notice of a Redeemer, and the 
retiouſneſs of his Thoughts towards you. | 

WHATEVER is made your chief End, muſt be 
made the Matter of your higheſt T. ref and chiefeſt 
Confidence; and if this be any thing ſhort of 
God, it muſt be utterly inconſiſtent with your 
Engagements to him, and thoſe Hopes you 
have of dwelling with hun. And he that has no 
other Happineis than what this preſent World 
affords, can never have much, nor enjoy it long ; 
for the Faſhion of this World is paſſing away, 
There 1s a great and real Pleaſure reſulting, not 
only from the Evidence we have of God's Good- 
will to us, but from the due Uſe of our own Fa- 
culties, agreeable to thoſe Ends for which they 
were given us: And God hath promiſed to help 
us in all thoſe Improvements by his holy Spirit, 
who beſt knows what will give us the greateſt 
Delight. When Sin and ſenſual Pleaſure is made 
a chief End, it diſappoints itſelf (a), rooting 
out the Force of Reaſon and Conſcience, and 


— 
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(a) Maximas virtutes jacere omnes neceſſe eft, voluptate do- 
Minante. | 


E 4 ſubſtituting 
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ſubſtituting in the Place cf ir a aps Impas 
tience ot Thcught, and the higheſt Diicontent. 
They that buy Pleaſures at the Expence ct Duty, 
are iure to cver- purcnaſe; and wculd be as little 
diſpcſed to enjcy them, as Dionyfus the Tyrant, 
were the, as lephible to the Danger that hangs 
cver their Heads. The outward Appearante of 
II ings cannct be the true Standard ct their Ja- 
ine; fer Tinſel glitters no lels than Geld. Ycu 
are to waſh away the Fucus, or falle aint, by 
h ch ſo many have been deceived; and bring all 

our Actions to the Rule cf Gods Werd; fer 
hu ſintul Pieaſures lock big at a Diſtance, yet 
they are ncthing when near, and wcrie than 
Nc:hing afterwards. - EO UGH 36 RET 


1 am, &c. 
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LETTER IX. 


| My Dear Sox, 


Purſue your own Judgment and Conſcience 
in the ſeveral Acts of Religion. 


HRE is no AZ can be ſaid to be good or 
tad, wich regard to any particular Perſon, 
any further than the Vill ct that Perſon 

is concerned in it; who as a moral free Agent 
has a Power ef thinking and ef judging in Mat- 
ters that concern his Soul, and ot chuling and act- 
ing agreeable thereto. Now in all the Eſſentials 
of Religion you have the Word of God with 
you as a ſure and a certain Guide: And more 
there is not required of any one, than to believe 
the Scriptures to be the Word cf God, to endea- 
vour by all proper Methods to find out the true 
Senſe of them, and to live according to them. 
But tho the Word of God be the chief and prin- 
cipal Rule to direct your Actions by, yet it is 
not the only Rule; for there is the Lau of. Na- 
ture and the Light of Reaſon, which may be of 


no ſmall Help in the Conduct of Life. 


Gop would not have left this Relick of his de- 
cay'd Image in us, if it had not been intended to 
have been of Uſe and Service to us. Tho' God 
hath deny d his lively Oracles to the H:athen Na- 


tions, yet has he lefc them this Law and Rule; 


bor had there been no Law, there could hve 
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been no Tranſgreſſion; nor could their Conſci- 
ences accuſe or excule them, it they had no Rule 
to judge and walk by. _ There is 2 Conſcience in 
every one, warning hit cf his Duty, and ce 
ſuring his Neglects; it is both à Monitor and 4 
Judge. God has lodg'd an Authority here; and 

what Law and Government is to a Nation, 
much the ſame is Conſcience to the Individual, and 
to each Man's private State. When this is good, 
and capable of a due Diſcharge of its Office, it ob- 
ligeth that Perſon to act upon certain fixed Prin- 
ciples, and confines him within certain Bounds, 
I mean, ſuch as an All-wiſe God has made, pro- 
8 our Intereſt, and tending to our Hap- 

ineſs. 
L Tre Ways of Conſcience and of Paſſer are 
vaſtly different. There are ſome wild, untractable 
Tempers in the World, like thoſe Ships out at Sea 
that have no Anchor to ſtay them, no Rudder to 
ſteer them, no Compaſs to guide them; theſe 
will fall in with any thing that is moſt in Faſhion, 
(a); you can hard! tell what they will do, nor 
do they themſelves know; the Laws of God ſeem 
to be leſs regarded than thoſe of Man. Not to hear- 
ken to Conſcience, is the Way to filence it: Hu- 
mour and Paſſion hurry ſuch on to great Extra- 
vagancies. But if ever Conſcience comes to be 
awakened, and to aſſume its proper Office and 
Authority, the Faculties are thrown into an Up- 
roar, and they will have enougn, to bear all its 
cloſe Accuſations and ſecret Reproofs; any De- 
grees of Poverty, even racking, Pain, can be bet- 
ter born than a wounded Spirit. To apply this 
to the Matters of Divine Worſhip; | 
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(a) Agunt ad morim, non ad rem, legibus juſtæ, non 4iis 
grate. . 8 | - 
1 SUPPOSING 
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SupPOSING a Perſon to be right in his Aims, 
and fixed in all juſt n Principles, taking 
them from the Word of God, and the Dictates + 
Reaſon, it muſt bear hard upon him to come into 
2 particular Way of Worſhip that doth (in his 
own Apprehenſion) in any Meaſure break in 
upon the Authority of God, ſtrike off from the 
Rule of his Word, or make any Addition to it. 
So long as theſe Thoughts continue to influence 
and weigh with him, he cannot break that Form 
of Worſhip; and it he be obliged to an outward 
Compliance, by any external Force, he certainl 


loſeth the Peace ot his Mind, and falls under his 
own Diſpleaſure. He is ſure to have two Wit-" 


neſſes to what he doth, i. e. God and his own Con- 
ſcience; and if he apprehends that he goes againſt 
them, Storms will ariſe in his Breaſt, and black 
Clouds will more or leſs overwhelm his Soul. 
How can he enjoy any Peace when he is at Va- 
riance with himſelf? or, how can he reliſh any 


| Pleaſure, when he is ſtung by Remorſe, or rack d 
with ee anxious Doubts or Fears. 


Ox the other hand, when a Perſon is ingaged 
in a Way of Worſhip, and Courſe of Lite, that is 
in his own Judgment agreeable to the God he 
ſerves, and to the Rule he is obliged to walk by, 
then his Heart is made glad, and his Conſcience 
becomes as a rich Cordial, as a braſen Wall, and 
a continual Feaſt unto him. But you muſt take 
Care to remove all unjuſt Prejudices, and to in- 
lorm yourſelf well in every thing; for the Faults 
of Ignorance are no otherwiſe excuſeable than 
Ignorance itſelf is ſo; and Sin doth not onl 
proceed from it, but is many times the Cauſe 


and Occaſion of it; as Purity doth not only pro- 


ceed from Knowledge, but doth many times 


produce it, making the Soul diſcern Things much 
PE. more 
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more clear and diſtin, as our Saviour ſaid, Ec 
that followeth me, ſhall not walk in Darkneſs: 
And again, If any Man will do his Will, be ſcall 
know- of the Doctrine, whether it = God. It 
ſhews a very corrupt and diſordered Mind, when 
a. Perſon refuſeth to ſeek to God, and to make 
Proper Enquiries into the Nature and Reaſen cf 
Things, cnly tor Fear he ſhould c.me under 
Con» i&icns (2), and be cbliged from thence to 
alter both his O;.inicn and Practice. Ycu muſt 
remember it is a god Con cience that you are to 
have the Teſtimeny cf, and ti is cug ne to be your 
Aim and Leſigu in every Thing: What is Ciner- 
wile, mult” be an Argument ct a le cle and un 
verned Mind. And here in a.] Macters ct Im- 

rtance, where Conſcience is cencerned, there 
is :0 middle Path to chuſe between Right and 
Wrcng (b); nor muſt you expect to have 
it quieted _ oy Precedents, cr paliated by 
Cufcm, cr juſtified by Reſentments, or ſoſtened 


by Intereſt. The Diſorders that are proper to 


cur Pcdics, may be abated many ways, but we 
can't be ſaid to be at Eaſe, till they are perfectly 
removed; and a gocd Conſcience is the fame to 
the Scul, as Health is to the Body; it preſerves a 
conſtant Eaſe and Serenit, within us, and coun- 
tervails the ſeveral Afflictions of Life. 

RELIGION ccnſidered as ſuch, or all Matters 


that lie between God and cur Souls, ſeem to be 


independent cn all Empire here below, upon con- 
dition they do not interfere with the Civil Govern- 
ment, nor with any of the Rights and Properties 


of Mankind. All Perſons blame Perſecution, 
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(a) Inter curvum & reflum non eff medium. 
(b) Nelumus intelligers, ne cogamur & faces. 
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A Father's Advice to his Son. 
eſpecially when feel the Smart of it, and yet 
S few abs practiſe it, when they are 2 
in Power: And ſuch an abſurd Variety as we find 


in Mens Actions, cannot proceed from Reaſon, 


but muſt ariſe ſrom the Paſſions; and whenever 
thele are ſuffered to gain the Aſcendent, they are 
yery unwary Gueſts, both to themſelves and others. 
Beza's Book de puniendis heriticis has been thrown 


very juſtly in che Diſh ct Proteſtants, when they 


have ccmplained of Perſecution ; that Beck being 
writ with a Delign to juſtity the Death of Ser- 
S. | 

AxT1CLEsS in point cf Dectrine were firſt 
brought into Cambridge by Dr. Whittaker, Chad- 
derton, 8c. and Subicripron was inſiſted upon; 
which obliged Dr. Baron to quit his Profeſſor 
ſhip in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth; and ſince 
that, Perſons ct their Opnion have ſuffered much 
by the ſame Methods. — When theſe were im- 
poſed in the Reign of K. Charles the II, not leſs 
chan Two thouſand quitted their Livings they 
were poſſeſſed of, being not able without this to 

ſerve the Peace of their Minds: And yet when 
Uneek Elizabeth came tothe Throne, out 6f 9400 
Benefices, there were not above 200 but what took 
the Oaths. So that Perſcns are of different Tem- 
pers, and act by different Rules in the Satisfaction 
of their own Minds ; or they might follow the 
Direction of thoſe Caſuiſts, which Sir Thomas 
Moor ſpeaks of, as very numerous in his Time, who 
did not teach Men act to fn, but ſhew'd them 
bow near they might come to Sin, and not commit 
it. No body cares for Impoſitions themſelves, and 
indeed without immediate Inſpiration, no Pre- 


tence of them can be ſupported. No good Reaſon 


can be given, why a particular Turn of ane Man's 
Mind ſhould be made a Standard to arothers'; 1 1 
| : 
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if a Church is not to be taught by the Prec 5 
* „there is leſs Reaſon to believe it ought to 
be ruled by them: Yet, my Son, ſuch has been 
the ever- bearing Authority we have often found 
in different Parties; which is an open Trangref. 
Gon of our Saviour's Rule (which is alſo a Part o 
the Law of Nature) Whatſoever ye Would that 
Men ſhould do unto you, do ye alſo unto them (a). 


J am, | 
Nour moſt aſfectionate 
Father, &c. 


LETTER I: 
My Son, 
Carry it with great Moderation toward 
others, who differ from you in Matters if 
leſs Importance. | 


Hen I ſpeak of Moderation, I do not re- 

ter to any eſſential Part of Religion, that 

| may and ought to terminate in yourſell, 
or that you may be a means of promoting in others 
(this may be called Lukewarmneſs; and as it is 
what the Scripture doth condemn, you may be 
ſure I would not recommend it to you): But I 


eee. 
—— — „ * 
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A Father's Advice to his Son; 

of it, as it may refer to ſome little Difference 
others ſtand in to you in a Point of Doctrine; 
or as it may refer to tome particular Mae or Cir- 
eumfance in Worſvip. And in this Cale Chriſtian 
Charity and Forbearance is every where recom- 
mended in the Word of God, and an intemperate 
Zeal is by no means allowed of; becauſe Things 
of greater Conſequence may be loſt hereby, than 
what your Gain, on the other Side, may amount 
to; which — me in — of _ Idolatry of 
the antient ans, who when they worthi 

a Worm, —— — ſacrifice an — to _— 
not good to hazard ſuch Things as Love and 
Peace, in any Conteſts about Matters that are 
meerly Speculative, or, perhaps, may deſerve no 

better a Name than Separable Accidents. 

Wr are bid not to encourage any doubtful 
Diſputations, at leaſt not to judge or deſpiſe one 
another on the Account of them. We are com- Rom. ug; 
manded to bear the Infirmities of our Fellow- 1. 
Chriſtians; and to do it with all Lowneſs of Mind 15. 1. 
and Meekneſs, with all Long-ſuffering and Patience; Eph. 4. J 
not doing any thing thro Strife or Vain-Glory, 
but endeayouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit phil. 2 3. 
in the Bond of Peace; and as much as in us lies, Rom. 18; 
to live peaceably with all Men. We are told, that 18. 
where there are bitter Envyings and Strife, ſuch 
have Reaſon to commend or value themſelves; for 
it is a Spirit that doth not come from above, but is 
Earthly and Carnal. The Apoſtle tells the Corin- 
thians, that he was afraid, leſt upon his Return to 
them, he ſhould find Debates and Envyings, Wrath a. Cor. x 
and Strife, Backbitings, and Whiſperings, Swellings, 20. 
or Tumults. All theſe Things bear an Oppoſition 


4 


to the Principle and Spirit of Chriſtianity, The 


Naturaliſts obſerve, that in the upper Regions ot 
the Air, there are neither Clouds nor Tempeſts: 
Nothing 


Nothing bur Serenity and Quiet, che -Thundep i 


act in ſcme Things ditterent from yourſelf Ic 


for reducing the Chriſtian Dcctrine to ſo tew Fun- 
damentals, as to open the Door to a general Com- 


was encouraged and recommended by many Bi- 


A - Father's Advice to bis Son. 


- MI Son, You are not to ju cenſure, or take 
up a Prejudice againſt any Perſons that think c 


read, that when the Ch:/dren of Reuben, the Chil. 
dren of Gad, and the _ Tribe of Manaſſeh had 
built an Altar to a gecd Intent and Purp ole, their 
Brethren raſhly judged them, and highly threatned 
them; but upon further Enquiry they tound they 
were undera very great Miſtake, and that there 
was not ſo much Ma Hart of Religion in thoſe 
two Tribes and a Halt as there was a Want of Cha- 
rity in themſelves. So that you ſhculd nct in any 
Juch Caſe judge raſhly, according to Appearance, 
leſt yuu ſhould be cund, upcn a Review of it, 
not to paſs a rightecus Judgment: For he that pal- 
ſeth a Judgment as he runs, is like to overtakeany 
thing but Repentance. _ IF 

- ACONTIUS, a famcus Prefeſſor in Germany, was 


municn. But it is impeſſible to fix the Number 
of Fundamentals for others, ſo as to tell how many, 
or what they are; for they cannct be thr ſame to 
all Perſons, but muſt vary according to different 
Capacities. Mr. Dury travelled over a great Part 
of Europe, labcuring to unite. Proteſtants. He 


Mops and great Divines ; he had Credentials from 
many Synods and Courts of Germany, but all that 
he ſaid, wrote, or did, was to no purpoſe. Dr. 
Bedell, Biſhop of Kilmore, a very ley Fe and great 
Divine, attempted the ſame Thing, but met with 
no better Succeſs. The Unity ct the Chriſtian 
Church was never ſuppoſed to conſiſt in an Uni- 
formity, with Regard to Rites and Cuſtoms, but 
| WE 
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in an unanimous ment with reſpect to the 
Eſentials of Faith and Doctrine, and ſuch an Union 
could never yet be accompliſhed, ſo as to cement 
che Parts, and to mould them into one Body (4). 

Wax Perſons are very hot and fiery in their 
Way (whether it be for or againſt certain Rites 
and Modes of Worſhip ) if they would examine 
themſelves imparrially, they muſt find, that what 
they call Zeal, amounts to no more than Pride, 
Intereſt, or II- Nature. That Word ought therefore. 
to be well explained, before it be admitted into 
the CAE of Virtues: N where it is once 
commendable, it is a great many times crimital,. 
and blame-worthy. And it cannot indeed be. 
ctherwiſe, it you conſider that it operates with 
equal Violence among Opinions, however diffe- 
rent and oppoſite to each other; And whenever 
Malice. finds a Pretence of breaking out under the 
Name of Religion, it many times throws off all 
Reſtraints of Juſtice and Humanity (50, and ap- 
pears in great Diſorders and Devaſtations. Zea} 
is fit only for wiſe Men, but what goes under that 
Name, is found moſtly in others, RO 

Wuxx Monſ. Amyraut publiſhed: his Syſtem 
of Univerſal Grace, the French Hiſtories ſay, it is 
impoſſible to mention the Noiſe and Duſt that 
were raiſed under the Influence of numberleſs 
Pallions ; Famque faces. & ſaxa volant. The 
Traveller left them in the irt and found them 
in the Mire. But what-was all this Noiſe and 
Camour for! The very beſt f Men are ſubject 
to Paſſions And Infirmities. The Apoſtle faith, | 
We are Men of like Paſſions with dt bers; And Ag. 14. 
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Non zoftr um inter vos tantas componers liter. juv. 


(b) Tonturm Religis potuit ſnadere malorum. Hor. 
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whoever doth not join with him in this; muſt be 


ſomething more than'a Man, or ie 1 
But then, thoſe Perſons cen never be fald t 
a geod Tempet, when their Charity cer oh 


| and their Zeal hot. Zoal, as it is 4 Virtue, ind, 


Moderatien, are very cobiiſtent: For that Zeal is 
never commendable, that is not allay d with 
ſomething of Moderation; nor is Moderation of 
much Value, that is not enliven'd with fomerhi 
of Zeal. I you take away the former, there 
nothing left Vii Fury and Frenzy; and'if you take 
away every Thing that may come under the Name 
_— 15 the other muſt be too ſupine and re- 
Mils. | | 
rde e your Care to preferve a Tem me. 
ſhall be meek and mild; full of Charity an 
will, leſt while you are "debating about Lede Fringes 
of Religion, you tear the ſeamleſs O of Chrit 
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LETTER XI. 


My SON, j | | k 
Do you often think upon the Wiſdom and 
the Goodneſs of God, with Regard 10 
every Thing which he has made your 


Hos Things which Mankind are general- 
ly in the Purſuit of, are Pleaſure, Honour, 
and Profit. In this World we find the Ap- 

pearance of all theſe, which makes Perſons every 
where ſo very eager and earneſt in the Affairs of it. 
To this we may refer all the Fatigue and Trouble, 
all the Hazard and Danger, All the Noiſe and 
Clamour that we meet with in the World; And 
ſuppoſe you do ſucceed in your Attempts, with 


regard to any or all of theſe, (which is very doubt 
tul and uncertain) if you look to the ſhortneſs of 


Life, the frequent Interruptions you have in your 
Health and Laſe, the different Tempers you are 
ſubject to, and the great Uncertainty of every 
Enjoyment, you will find but little in the Foot of 
the Account, that is of any great Value! But 
there is not one Thing, which God has made our 
Duty, but what he has made our Intereſt theſe 
ſeveral ways; and while weè are (in obedience to 


his Word and Will) ſnewing forth this Praiſe, and 


promoting of his Honour, we are at the ſame 
Time, and by the _ Means, advancing — 
2 ow 
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8 A Father's Advice to bis Son, 
own Pleaſure, Glory, and Happineſs. The Ways 
Pro. 3.17. of Religion are exceeding pleaſant, and the Path; / 
of it are Peace. And what are all the Honours oi 
the World to thoſe, which come from God, and 
are proper to thoſe Relations under which he 
brings his own People! And as to Profit, we are 
ſure there is a great Reward 1 thoſe that 
keep his Commandments, including all the Com- 
forts of this Life, and all Glories of the other. 
A as Religion hath every thing to recom- 
nend it, ſo it would prevail every Where, if the 
earts of Mankind were not ſet in them to do evil 
How happy is it, when the Powers of the Soul 
are brought to an univerſal Rectitude, and the 
Paſſions under a juſt and full Subjection! Such a 
ane can lock up to God, as ſtanding in the neareſt 
Relation to him, and at the ſame time mani- 
feſting himſelf in the moſt tender Expreſſiomꝭ of 
Favour and Kindneſs. All true Chriſtians are 
adopted into the Family of Heaven, and they 
make up the Houſhold of God; they have not 
only the Name, but the Oualities and the Priny- 
Jieges belonging to Children: He gives them Power 
to become the S:ns of God ; which Things the Apo- 
{tle ſpeaks of with great Aſtoniſhment, Behold, 
what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon 
- -PxEasvrE, Wealth, and Fame, have ſome ſpe- 
cious Pretences to be the Meaſure of our Happi- 
neſs, to thoſe who look no further than this pre- 
-ſent World, but they are very light and vain, 
eſpecially when we conſider them as of a foreign 
Growth, and as Things which may be withheld or 
taken from us ; but Religion is ſomething internal, 
and excellent in its own Nature, and not barely in 
its contingent Uſe, and conſequently muſt make 
the Poſſeſſors of it really and truly happy. = 


— 
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1. John 3. 
I, 
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the only Beauty of the Soul, carrying with it its 


own Reward. - Thoſe Virtues and Graces, which 


enter into its Compoſition, are never at Variance 
with each other ; they live in perpetual Amity, 
and always maintain a good Correſpondence. 
And it is the Prevalence and Union of theſe, that 
make any Perſon truly great and good! The 
ariſe from the natural Relation we to God 
and one another; and that 2 1 be found in 
us, God has in Mercy promiſed all thoſe Hope 
that are neceſſary to ſupply our natural Defects, 
and to recover our decayed Powers; and as Sin 
has «weakened our Strength in the Way, he has ſu- 
induced upon us many Things, as further 


elps and Encouragements to us in our Work 


and Duty. And when by the Grace of God any 
of us are wrought up to this Divine and Heaven- 
ly Temper, it muſt give us Comfort under all the 
biſtreſle of Life; and the rather, as it enables us 
to look up to God, and to take a particular View 
6 * b Perfections, as all engaged to make 
0 5 OLIN 
Bur 44 if we come to take a View of Fin, we 
ſhall find it (like the Trojan Horſe) big with Evils. 
It hath both a natural and ordained Tendency to 
ws Dp us all the Miſery we are, or can be at 
any Time capable of; and all Perſons that are 
under the Power of it, are not only' Enemies to 
God, but to themſelves. What have they to do to 
declare his Statutes, or take his Covenant into their 


Mouths ? God has no Pleaſure in them, nor ſhall ” 


they and in his Sight. Sin is the Work of the 
Devil, and what our bleſſed Saviour came to de- 


ſtroy; and all that live in it, are Enemies to the 1- 


Croſs of Chriſt. And they do not only depart from 


Cad, but from themſelves, from their Reaſon, 


They are not only 


Judgment, and Conſcience. 
out 
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out of the Way, bur out of their Minds. The 


Prodigal in Scriprure is repreſented far from him- 
ſelf, as well as from God. He thought his Happi- 


neſs lay at a Diſtance from God, and in the Grati- 


fication cf all thoſe Deſires which his corrupt Heart 
might prompt him to; fo he thought when he en 


from his Father ; but he was of another Mind, 


when he came to himſelf. Sin being directly op- 


| == to all the Principles of Reaſcn, all profligate 


Jer. 2. 24. 


inners are called Fco]s in the holy Scriptures, and 
are ſaid to depreciate and to degrade themſelves, 
even tothe Brutes, nay, to the moſt ſtupid and tothe 
leaſt ſenſible of that Kind, being compared to the 
Wild A in the Wilderneſs. ey are not only 
chargeable with a Defect in Reaſon, but even 
wich a want of e There are two Parts 
in our own Nature, the ba/er which includes our 
Senſes and Paſſions, and the rational, which is 

roperly the Human Part, and Man inclines to 
the rational or brutal Part of his Conſtitution, juſt 
fo far as Virtue or Vice do prevail in him. 


Bor you will be ready to ſay, that you meet 


with Perſons in the World, that have Senſe 


and Knowledge beyond what many or moſt 


others have; and yet notwithſtanding this, are 
ot very prope Spirits, and profligate Lives. 
Now in this Caſe, what you may call Wiſdom 
in them, is wholly confined to the Affairs of this 


World; and being under the Power of Sin, it i 
not capable of ſerving them with regard to their 


Souls, and the great Ends of Liſe; ſo that they 
are not capable of doing more Good, but mote 
Miſchief than cthers. 5 mult tell you that the 


Devil has more Knowledge, and a greater Capa- 


city, than ahy cf theſe you can mention; but 
being intirely under the Dominion of Sin, all lis 
Intelledts ate imploy'd in an Oppoſition to te 
220 es . SS: we 35 5 Inte 
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Intereſt and the Honcur of God. It you conſider 
all theſe .kngwing Men in Matters of Religion, 
you will find chem vain in their Imaginations, 
and their. fooliſh Hearts to be darkened; and 
they lay, they ſhall have Peace, tho they walk 
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in them. So. they. are wiſe to do Evil, but to do Dan. 29. 


Good, have uo Knowledge. . 0 1 

Tresx Perſons will repoſe and reſt themſelves 
in their worldly Enjoy ments, looking out after 
nothing further; ſo they et their Eyes upon 
Thinzs which are not, and put their Truſt in a 
Spiders Web, having no Regard to God, nor to 


his Word and Promule. They do freely, and out 


of their own Choice, leave their beſt Friend, and 
deliver up themſelves to the worſt of Enemies; 
for no ravenous Beaſt can be more eager ct his 
Prey, than the Devil is to deſtroy the Souls of 


Mankind. They live in the Neglect of what is 


abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, and what they 
muſt know to be fo. They would not leave their 


Eſtate witheut any Culture or Management, tor . 


they know, in this Caſe, no valuable Produce can 
be expected. They can {in and play upon the 
very Borders ot Hell, without any Fear, or Con- 


cern; while they know that there is not the 
reature without ſome Principle 


meaneſt living 
of Sell Preſervation, which gives them a Caution 
with regard to Dangers that threaten them. 


19. 


They know the Wages of Siu is Death, and ever- 2. Tbeſſ. 


laſting Miſery is threatened to them that ovey tt 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, yet they can fpeak-cf 
Hell, as well as Heaven, with Go 

when, they are under any Remorſe or Convicti - 


ons, they will run to any thing for Relief, rather 


than they will go to God. Many ot theſe are 


counted by the World to be very knowing, learn- 


ed and wiſe; but ſurely, no one who was truly 


1. 8. 


ntempt; and 
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wiſe, ever yet doubted, but the beſt of Beingy 
'was to be choſen and preferr'd before all others; 
But you fee wicked Perſons ſet the higheſt Value 
upon meer Trifles ; things that reſt in the Ima- 
nation, and have all their Account from thence. 
e is under the worſt of Madneſs that ſells Hea- 
ven for Earth : What is ſuch a Man profited, when 
he comes to put his Loſs againſt his Gain? It 
would be a great Point of Wiſdom, could ſuch 
find out their own Folly ; it is then that we begin 
to be truly wiſe. h | 
TuxExx is really the utmoſt Deformity in Sin, 
however it be that ſuch as are ſtrongly bent that 
way, either cannot, or will not ſee it; yea, De- 
fruction and Miſery are in their Paths; fo that 
even they themſelves will be convinced one Day, 
that true Wiſdom were only to be found in t 
Work and Ways of God, tho they were once too 
blind to ſee it, and are no too late to receive 
the Rewards of it. They rejected the Lord; and 
Jer. 8. 9· what Wiſdom was in them © How many ſpend 
| their whole Life in the Purſuit of Favour from 
eat Men? and they meet with ſo many different 
Diſpoſ tions and prevailing Humours, that aſter 
a long Attendance they are many times brought 
to Deſpair of ever reaching the End they aimed 
at. But we have none of theſe Difficulties with 
regard to God; when it is our carneſt Deſire and 
hearty Endeavour to pleaſe him, conſulting his 
— Honour, and walking by the Rule of his Word, 
we ſhall not fail to ſucceed. If thou doft well, 
Sen. 4. 7- ſhalt thou not be accepted © | 
So that, my Son, you ſee the Wisdom and 
Goodneſs of God do abundantly appear in what 
he has made our Duty; therefore it is ſaid, of 
good reg are all they that keep his Com- 
mandments. And we have the greateſt a” 
J be: 2 me 
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ment to have a Regard to God in every thing; 

all our Bleſſings are of his giving, and all our 
Afflictions are of his Appointment ; they are all 
ordered for our Benefit, they are all intended tor 

our Good (a). Thou ſhalt conſider in thine Heart, Deut.s. 5, 
that as a Man chaſtneth his Son, ſo the Lerd thy 

God chaftneth thee. He knows hem to inflict Chai- 
tiſements, and he knows when to remove them. 


Hie ever ſuits his Medicines to the Diſeaſe we 


labour under; and when he preſcribes” bitter 
Potions, we certainly need them for our Good, 
as well as deſerve them for our Sins. And our 
Evils can never be ſo great to oppreſs us, as 
his Power is to deliver us; and as he is always 
alle to help us, ſo he is ever willing to do it. He 
admits us into his Preſence, and inſtructs us b 
his Word; he invites us by his Benefits, and al- 
lures us by his Promiſes. Who can recount the 
Number of his Mercies, or ſet out the Value of 


bis Kindneſs? They far exceed the greateſt Ex- 


5 that any Language (aſſiſted with the no- 
left Metaphors) can produce. Who then can 
we love or truſt? Who ſhall we eſteem, or put a 
Confidence in? To whom ſhall we flee. tor Suc- 
cour? or, from whom ſhould we raiſe our 
Hopes? See that you refer yourſelf to God in 
every Caſe, ſubmitting to his Will, and paying a 
ready Conformity to his Word; for his W:ſtom is 
great to direct you in your Duty, and his Go 
neſs is no leſs to encourage you in ĩt. 


J am &c. 


— * * 
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(a) Permittes ipfis expendere numinibus 92 id 
' Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile neftrit. 
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LETTER XI. 


Myr Son, 
Tei Sinners always move your Compaſſi; 
and pity thoſe that are going on harden d 
and reſolute in the Ways of Sin. 


HRE are too many in the World that 

cannot bear the Purity of God's Nature, 

* ner the Rigour of his Laws: Theſe Per- 
ſons are determin d to walk in the Ways of their 
own Heart, and in the Sight of their own Eyes. 
There is no Creature upon Earth fo reſractory 
and hurtful, as Man. The Bee makes innocent 
Inroads into Flowers, drawing from thence a de- 
licious Fluid, without Injuries any Way, either 

to the Perſon that owns it, or to the Veſſel that 
contains it; and Beaſts cf ſervice expect and wait 
the Command of their Maſters ; but Man is dar- 
ing and abſolute, abuſing his Liberty, and miſ- 
ſpending his Time, injuring of others, and de- 
ſtroying himſelf, He that reſolves to do uſt 
what he will, ſeldom doth what he ought. The 
_ 10. Scripture Saith, Madneſs is in their Hearts, and 
'* that the Heart of a wicked Perſon is little worth. 
| They are alienated from the Life of God, and 
bear in their Minds an Enmity againſt him. His 
Promiſes do not invite them, nor do his Threat- 

N x nings 
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nings or Judgments awaken them. All cheir Power 
and Pathons are under great Diſorder (a). 
Sock a Temper is too often found in young 
perſons. They get into bad Company, and are 
ingaged in Variety ot Diverſions, mdulge them- 
ſewes in abundance of imaginary Proſpects, and 
are very apt to flatter themſelves that Happunels is 
turelyß to be met with in this or the other 
Period of Life. They receive many Bleſlings 
every Day from God, but are no way affected 
with them. They drink of the Stream, bur are 
no way ſenſible of the Fountain from whence it 
comes; nay, very often will throw Dirt into the 
ſame Well that has given them Water. And 
when God brings them under any great Affliction, 
they can feel the Rod, bur can 4:4 no Voice in 
it. They do not give themſelves Time to conſider 
the Nature, Deſign, and Tendency of Provi- 
dences, or the Importance of Duties. The higher 
their Obligations do riſe to any particular Work, 
the leſs careful and concerned many times, 
they are about it (); and the worſe they are, 
they are generally the leaſt ſenſible of it (c). 
Any Object that carries a beautiful Outſide, deludes 
the Sight, and draws them into Snares; ſo the 
Fiſh hed the Bait with Greedineſs, and is taken 
by the Hook that lay concealed (4) Many 
things that are a · Pleaſure to Appearance, are a 
Pain in Reality; and it is a diſmal Sight to look 
upon Perſons that are tranſported with Mirth and 
Dau having at the ſame Time all the Marks ot 
ath and Miſery upon them. 
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(a) O curve in terrat anime, & cehiffinm inants. 
(b) Quanto magis liceat, tants libeat minus, 

(o) Quits pejus ſe habet, minus ſentit. 
d] Occultum viſhs decurrere piſcis ad hamum. 
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A Father's Advice to his Son. 
Ir was a Maxim among the ancient Philoſy. 
hers, that all ſuch as did not live up to the 
rinciples ct Reaſcn and Virtue, were Madmen; 
and every one that governed himſelf by theſe 
Rules, they allowed to be in their Senſes. Now 
Pity is due from us, wherever Miſery is ſeen by 
us, and theſe I am ſure are juſt Objects of Com- 
paſſion. The Scripture repreſents them dead in 
Sin, having no Principle of a divine and ſpiri- 
tual Life, not capable cf any of the Acts of it, or 
any of the Ends of it, In other Places they are 
repreſented as Perſons J, wandring trom 
Mountain to Hill, and forgetting their Keſting- 
lace: They are loſt as to God, tur he hath no 
ribute of Praile from them; ſo they are with 
regard to their, Fellow-Creatures, being alto- 
gether become dnprofitable. They pretend al 
this while to be in the Purſuit of Happineſs, but 
are like Travellers that are got in a wrong Way; 
the more Haſte ſuch make, the farther they are 
from their Journey's End; ſo much do ſuch la- 
bour and toil to no Purpoſe. They run, as it 
were, 1n a Circle; they take a great many Steps, 
and a great Deal of Pains, but they rid no 
Ground. Whoever goes againſt the Dictates of 
Reaſon and Conſcience, muſt be in Revellion 
againſt God. of, 

Tux Apoſtle lays a dreadful Curſe upon all 
thoſe that love not the great Redeemer, becauſe of 
that inexpreſſible Love that was ſhewn by him to 
loſt Souls. They muſt be accounted by him as 
Enemies, that have no Eſteem of him, no Deſires 
after him, that are no way inclined to have any 
Propriety in him, or Communion with him. 
They don't apprehend. him to be the Spring of 
Comfort, or the Foundation of Hope. They 
yalue npt his Prefence, nor is it at any T _ 

3 | their 
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their Deſire that he ſhould take up a Dwe 
ing in their Souls. They ſpeak of him with 
much Indifferency, and many times wich great 
Diſlike. They have no Regard to his Authority, 
nor Value for his Favour, nor Fear of his Diſ- 
pleaſure; and tho his Government be ſoſtned 
with all the Methods of Grace and Peace, yet 
they can neither ſee, nor taſte his Goodneſs, 
His Declarations and Promiſes are no way in- 
viting to them, nor are their Meditations of him 
at any Time ſweet and pleaſant. 11. | 
Now the Curſe you have denounced upon 
{ach Perſons, runs in theſe Words, let him be 
Anathema Maranatha; which doth not only 
ſeparate the Sinner from the Church of God and 
imprecate Vengeance upon him, but even puts 
him from under a Divine Protection, cuts bim 
off from all the Benefits of God's Covenant, and 
delivers him over to Deſtruction, even tothe com- 
ing of the Lord in Judgment. In this the Apo- 
{tle alludes to the three Degrees, of Excommuni- 
cation e the Jes, which they called the 
Nidui, the Cherem, and the Schammatha, which 
laid the Offender under a Curſe every way, 
both with reſpect to his Perſon and Poſſeſſions; 
both their Food and their Phyſick were poi- 
ſoned by it, and even the Word of God 
which is a Savorr of Life. to ſome, was (they 
tell you) to be a Savour of Death to them; even 
as the Rain which comes from Heaven, tho it 
makes a living Tree flouriſh and produce its Fruits, 
yet doth it ſerve ſoon to deitroy and to rot one 
that is dead And when the Maranatha was join- 
ed to the Anathema, the Sentence was always 
Anal and irremiſſible, ſeparating the Sinner from 
God, and delivering him up to utter Deſtruc- 
tion, having the doleful Company, and ſharing 1 
| g a 
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all Miſeries of Apoſtate Spirits, They ſball be py: 
naifbed with everlaſting Deftruttion oh the 1 


ſence of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power, 


in Fire prepared for the Devil and bis Angels. 
Nox dorh ſuch a Miſery (conſidered in its 


Excremity and Duration) any way break in upon 


the moral Pertections of God; for if any Crime 
committed againſt a Prince or Common-wealth 
can juſtly deſerve Death, then a complicated 
Scene cf Wickedneſs, boldly carried on againſt the 
Name and Honour of God, mult deſerve Hell. Sins 
repeared 'tinder the higheſt Aggravations, and 
with the moſt daring Inſults, under the cleareſt 
Revelation, and the ſtrongeſt Evidences ct Divine 
and infinite Mercy: Here is no more than a Pro- 
rtion in the Puniſhment, as the boundleſs Per- 
Fdtions of God do exceed the Meanneſs of the 
Creature. 4 . | A : 
- Sven as theſe, my Son, muſt fall under your No- 
tice, and muſt equally move your Compaſſion. 
Sin, taken under all the Indulgence of a corrupt 
and wicked Heart, doth even ſtrike at the very 
2 of God, and bears an Oppoſition to hy 
Perfection proper to his Nature, diſclaming al 
Relation to him, renouncing all Dependance 
upon him. They ſay, with our Tongue will we 
prevail, our Lips are cur ' own, and who is Lond 
ever ug? Such are ſaid to deſpiſe- the Command- 
ment of the Lord; and in the Circumftances 1 
Have mentioned, it is noleſs than open Rebellion 
againſt the Majeſty of Heaven, and joining with 
Infernal Powers in their Oppoſition to him. He 


hath left us his Goſpel as a Rule of Life, and a 


Syſtem of Divine Grace and Mercy ; he claims 
the chiefeſt Room in our Hearts; but here arc 
ſome that will prefer either the baſeſt Pleaſure, 
or the vileſt Creature before him; they delibe- 


rately 
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rately reſolve not to do, what God enjoins' them, 
and that they 4 do, and continue to do what he 
abſolutely forbids them; they labour to eſtabliſh 
themſelves 1n 8 and ra ork out 1 their 
Minds all Senſe o Danger, t t they mi ive 
the freer Vent to all their Paſſions = re 
ons; they put the greateſt Slight that can be upon 
all the Promiſes God has made, and upon all 
the Threatnings he has given out, as if he was 
not to be regarded, or believed in any of his 
Words ; they refolutely deſpiſe all the Glories of 
Heaven, and as boldly venture all the Torments 
of Hell; they ſet light by all che Rehukes, Warn- 
ings and dreadful Experiences of former Ages, 
trampling upon every Mercy, and preventing 
themſeives in every Duty; they take Counſel to- 
gather again the Lord, laying, whois the Almithty 
that. we boni ſerve him They reſemble fo many 
ntaurs, half Man, and halt Beaſt; they have 
the Shape of the former, but all the Brutality of 
the other. Ales + 2 1 
Tut Way that ſuch take, will ſurely lead them 
down to the Chambers of Death and Hell; and 
ds is called in Scripture the Sinners cπju% Way, as 
WW it is a Way of their own chuſing, and of their 
oon liking. © The Lord will le with you, (lays | 
| W the Prophet) while you are with him, and will Iſai. 53. 6, 
be found of you ; but if you forſake him, he will caftÞ Chron. 
you off for ever. Whoever reſolve to purſue a 15. 2. 
Courſe of Sin, God will not be with them, nor 
can they ever expect to be with him. Now 
wherever Benevolence and Good-will both pre- 
vail in the Mind of an Perſon, it muſt be diſco- 
vered in great Compaſſion, with regard to ſuch 
as I have defcribed, All finful Pleaſures, uy dear 
den, leave an ill Taſte behind them; and they 
are miſerable Pleaſures that muſt * in 
ain 
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Pain that's real and perpetual, when the Pleaſure 
18 n 1 t ad wer ha ah | 


1 am, | 
7 4 our Hidin, 


|i „ LETTER x11, 
il My Sox, EM det | 


| See that you devote. your - ſelf to God a and bis 
i Service; and reſolve to take your Lt 


A The Farmer cultivates his 
» .moT Ground, and is at the certain Expence of 
huis Labour and Money, but his Gain is as much 
uncertain as the Winds and Seaſons ; the fame is 
true of the Merchant and many others: But the 
Gain that attends Godlineſs is great and yada 
"= ' 5 reat beyond E tion, and it is ſure be- 
yond a "oflibilir of Failure. Many 2 Per- 
ons are apt to ſtrike in with thoſe Fe 
that are common in Life, and too often with tho 
Sins that are frequent and faſhionable, imagining 
that Religion nd ſerious Godlineſs is under 2 
Diſreputation (a) bur ſurely the Hypocrite would 


(a) Aude aliguid brevitus gyaris & carcere dignum 
85 vis effe aliguir; probitas ſlaudatur & agel. 


never 


1 with thoſe that truly love and fear him, 
LL Profits ariſing from worldly Views are 
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never be at ſo much Pains to put on the Appear- 
ances ot Religion, if he did not believe it to be 


the moſt proper Method he could take, to gain 
the Love and 
of Religion without real Holineſs has done a 
great Deal of Miſchief in the World, viz. an appear- 
ance of Virtue but no Goodneſs, much Pray ing 
and no Piety; but when this Hypocriſy comes to 


de diſcovered, theſe Perſons are of all others the 


eem of Mankind; and a Pretence 


81 
* 
RY 


moſt deteſtable.— How many act as if the 


Lord's Day was only of human Inſtitution and the 
Seventh Part of Time was only intended for the. 
civilizing of Mankind, to clear away the Ruſt of 
the Week, and to put every one upon appearing 
in their moſt agreable Forms. Here many come 
to bring their C/oaths to Church rather than zhem- 
ſelves; come more to gratity their Senſes, than to 
give God their Hearts - But whoever goes to 
Church with an ill Deſign, to God's Houſe 
upon the Devil's Errand. The Hypocrite has a 
Conſcience always pliable to his temporal Inte- 
reſt, and can with this View (like Proteus) throw 
himſelf into any Shape ; his Voice 3 but 
he has the Hands of Eau. Hypocriſy is a certain 
Homage that Vice pays to Virtue, but you may 
be ſure that Things which differ in the End, will 
fart in the Way. 

Tux are others that have a Defire to approve 
themſelves to God, and are free from thoſe ſin- 
titer Aims and indirect Views I have mentioned: 
yet are much to blame in ſtopping ſo ſoon; and 
ting down contented with a very ſmall Share 
of what may be called Religion. They think ir 
les in a bare imperfect Knowledge of Divine 
Things, a meer Acquaintance with the Doctrines 
and Precepts of Religion, and Conviction that 


their Intereſt and 1 lies in God. But 
5 | 5 chat 
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that Piety and Goodneſs, my Son, which I would 
recommend unto you, doth conſiſt in the Morti- 
fication of Sin; in ſuppreſſing choſe Corruptions, 
and ſubduing thoſe Paſſions that do at any time ariſe 
in your Mind againſt the Nature or Word of God: 
You are to keep your Heart with all Diligence, to ſet 
the Lord always before you, having a Reſpe& to 
all his Commandments ; you are to be ve 
humble, and ever ſenſible of choſe many Deſeds 
and great Infirmities that attend. you every Day ; 
as the Eye, which is not only apprehenſive of any 
Stroke or Wound given it, but is ſenſible of the 
Duſt that falls into it, ceaſeth not to weep itil 
it is gone. You are to ſtrike at the Root of Sin 
in your Heart, not allowing of any vain and fin- 
ful Thoughts to lodge within you; tor tho' theſe 
are hidden from the World, yet they fall under 
the Eye of God, and are the Spring and Riſe of 
every Tranſgreſſion. You are to be earneſt with 
God for his Grace to help you, pleading the Pro- 
miſes he has made, and relying upon the Re- 
deemer he has ſent. 

ALL thole that bear this Character, are-called 
in Scripture the Children of God, and Heirs 
Salvation. They are ſo by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and they could be ſo, no other Way; and this Pri- 
viledge was purchaſed at great Expence. As 
Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of God in an extraor- 
dinary Manner, ſo was he the ſame Way appoin- 
ted Heir of all Things, and all his true Diſciples 
are Joim-Heirs with him; and in Conſequence 
of this, there is no Evil, but what they ſhall be 
delivered from, and nothing tending to their 
Perfection and Glory, but what they ſhall be pol- 
ſeſſed of. | 

LeT this, #2y Son, oblige you to give up your 
ſelf ro God, thar by coming under (ie Engage- 


ments 
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ments to be his Servant, you may from that Time 
forbear any more to ſerve the World and Sin. 
The Sacrament (a) of the Lord's Supper was in- 
ſtituted with this View and Deſign, that we might 
not only at thoſe particular Sealons remember tlic 
Death cf Chriſt, and the Love he ſhewed to us. 
therein; but that we might alſo have a lively 
Senſe of the Obligations we are under to love and 
ſerve him. As he was born for us, ſo are we to 
be born again to him (Y) and as he gave himſelf 
for us, ſo it is but our reaſonalle Service to preſent 
ourſelves as ſo many living Sacrifices, taking Care 
that they be holy, and being fully perſwaded that 
they will be acceptable. Take him for your Sove- 
reign Lord and Saviour; never diſpute his Com- 
mands, nor diſtruſt his Word, avoiding every Thing 
that may ſtrike at his Honour, or * the leaſt 
Tendency to abate his Love. When you are ſin- 
cerely embarqued in his Service and Intereſt, you 
will find yourſelves more diſpoſed to it, and your 
Heart more animated to maintain it. This will 
be always a Tie and Bond upon your Soul; and 
that God that encouraged you to come under theſe 
Obligations, will give you Grace to keep them, 
and live up to the Import ot them. 

Gop calls you to come away from Sin, from all 


the Acts of it, and from all the Ends of it, and 


as much as may be, from all Occaſions and Temp- 
tations leading to it (c). You are to come con- 
vinced that he is your only Refuge and Strength; 


— I 
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(a) Sacramentum quaſi ſarram Juramentum. , 
(b) Ad illum pertinuit propter nos naſci, ad nos propter illum 
renaſit. 
e) N ſecuri tas eft, vicino ſerpente, dormire. K 
Poteſt fieri ut me non mordeat, tamen fi eri pot ut ali. 
quando me mordtat. 
G 2 that 
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every Work caſy, and every Providence welcome. 
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that all the Bleſſings you have are from him, and 
all the Hopes you have are in him, Return untothy 
Soul / Every good Perſon is at Home 
with God ; ſuch are ſaid to make the Moſt-High 
their Habitation, and he ſets an Hedge about them 
and about all that they have. They have a Pro- 


miſe to abide under the Shadow of the Almighty. 
We find in his Word the kindeſt Declarations and 


the moſt engaging Promiſes, ſuiting every rea] 
want, and anſwering every 7ſt Dybre He faith 
enough to raiſe our Love and Eſteem, warming 
our Souls with the ſweeteſt Expreſſions of his 
Good-Will and large Benevolence. There is in 
him an abſolute Perfection, and an everlaſting 
Fund of Joy and Peace, every Way agreeable to 
our Nature, and fully proportioned to our Immor- 
tality, enough to make every Thought pleaſant, 


What are all the Riches of the World compared 
with him, but like Elijab's Brook that was ſoon 
dryed up! or like the Prophet's Ciſtern that was 
broken and ſhattered ; that can hold but a little; and 
can hold that little but a little while! what are they 
but fleeting Shadows compared to him, or like a 
Dreamthat diſappearsas ſoon as the Perſon is awake. 
but in his Preſence is fulneſs of Joy, where hol 
Souls are bleſſed with the utmoſt Glory, and made 
happy with the moſt delightful Society. Theſe, my 
Fon, are ſome of the Inducements, and ſuch are the 
Arguments moving you to emerge out of the com- 
mon Maſs of Mankind, and give up yourſelf to God 
AnD that you might be perfivaced to this, I 
would have you conſider the and diſtinguiſh- 
ing Regard that God has to ſuch as are holy, jaf, 
and cod. They are ſaid to be the Excellent of 


the Earth, in whom is all his Delight; they * 


vaſtly preferable every way, to the e 4 
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God and his Intereſt; the Thing will not bear 
the View on the Side of the Wicked, nor are they 
able to ſtand the Compariſon. Wherever they are 
both mentioned in Scripture, you fee preſently to 
whom the Preference is given, A good Man oltain- 
eth Favour of the Lord; but a Man of wicked Devi- 


ces will he condemn. God will not caſi away the per- Pro. 12. 2. 
Job. 8. 20. 


felt Man, nor will he help the evil Doers. Many 
Sorrows ſhall be unto the Wicked, but to him that 
truſteth in the Lord, Mercy ſhall compaſs him about. 
The Way of the Wicked is as Darkneſs, but the 
Path of the Fuſt is as the 22 Light, &c. The 
Curſeof the Lord is in the Habitation of the Wicked, 
but he bleſſeth the Habitation of the Fuft. The ,, 3. 
Wicked is driven away in his Wickedne(s, but the © 
Righteous hath Hope in his Death. The Godly are 
like Trees planted by the Rivers of Water, which Pl 1. 3.4. 
bring forth their Fruit in its Seaſon ; but the Un- | 
godly are not ſo, but are like the Chaff which the 
the Wind driveth away. 

Tarexe is a particular Providence watching 
over good Perſons, preſerving them from Danger, 
and keeping them ſaſe iz Danger. God is ſaid 1. Sam. 2. 
to be at their right Hand, and they are ſaid to 3. 


dwell in Safety by him. They have God with 


them to direct them in all their Affairs. Whatever 

Bleſſings they have, they receive them at God's 

Hand, and diſcern both his Goodneſs and Faith- 

tulneſs in them; for 4 little that a righteous Man prov. 14 

bath this Way, is better than the Treaſures of many 16. 

Wicked. And whatever Afflictions q Per- 

ſons have, God is a Refuge to them, he is their 

Rock, their Fortreſs and their Shield, a preſent 

Help and a conſtant Support. He conſiders their 

Trouble; and tho he cauſes Grieß, yet he will Pl. 31. 7 

have Compaſſion. Good Perſons can better bear 

the Thoughts of Death and Judgment than 
G 3 others ; 


PC. 32. 10. 


x Pro, 4. 18. 
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others; tor they claim an Intereſt in him, who has 
the Keys of Hell and of Death; and whenever 
they come to paſs this Valley, they have his Rog 
and Staff to ſupport them; and when Fleſh and 
will be the Strength of their Hearts 
and their everlaſting Portion. 

Tuts Preference muſt appear much more Ex- 
dent with Regard to their Souls, andanother World 
As God is the molt per ſect Being, all Excellency 
and Happineſs proper to Mankind mult take its 
Meaſure from thence. They are ſaid to be i 
Weorkmanſhip, having by his Grace brought their 
Suuis to icme Likeneſs and Reſemblance of him. 
They are brought under near Relations to Hin. 
and he has eſtabliſhed his Covenant with them, 
They ha e a nearer. Acceſs to him than others, 
and have more of God's Peace abiding in them; 
They have Boldneſs and Accets with Confidence, 
and he will be gracious ar the Voice of their Su 
Eo It is not ſo with others; for t 

rd is ſaid to be far from the Wicked, and their 
Prayers are an Abcmination to him. They may 
drink of his Wrath, bur are in no likely Way to 
taſte ct his Mercy. 

Goo Perſons have the Teftimony of their 
Conſciences and the Peace of God ruling in their 
Hearts. It all comes from him, there is no cther 
Spring can produce it, there is no other Fountain 
can ſupply it ; and when Gol gives Ouietneſs, wh 
can give Trouble? His Angels are tent to guard 


and to keep them, to guide and to direct them, 


and he doch himſelf encompaſs them with his Fa- 
vour, and lead them in the Paths of Righteouſ- 
neſs. With him the Weary and the mos laden find 
Reſt ; his Comforts are always ſuitable to them, 


always ſeaſonable for them; whatever Grievances 
they have, he knows in what Meaſure to * 
n | ey wn by” one 
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them, and he knows at what Time to remove them: 


i He knows when they are proper for us, and he 
0 knows how to make them beneficial to us; and 
F when they are very grievous, he gives us to know, 
dat there is good Reaſon for them, and that he 
1 has a good End in them. 

1 Ir the Righteous are ſo much more excellent in 
0 Liſe, you may be ſure they are in Death. That 


a Woe and Miſery that is the Portion of a wicked 

Y Man from God, they are tor ever delivered from, Pro. 15. 
eren from the Wrath that is to come, for over 4 
- W -thclethe ſecond Death hath no Power. When (at 

| the great Day) all that Sleep in the Duſt ſhall 

awake, the Difference between good and bad 
Perſons ſhall be vaſtly great; the one ſhall awake 


4 to everlaſting Life, and the other to everla/ting Dan. 12. 
1 Shame and Contempt ; they that have done Go 

2 to the Reſurrefion of Lite, and they that have Joh. 5. 
* done Evil to the Reſurrection of Damnation. And 28. 
in that awful Day, Chriſt ſhall ſeparate the one 


from the other, as a Shepherd divideth his Sheep 
from the Gears ; he ſhall ſay to the one, Come 
je bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- Mat. 25. 
pared for you ; and to the other he ſhall ſay, Go, oe 
ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, &c. The Wick- 
ed ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, 
and the righteous into Life Eterna. 
Gop has thus interwoven the higheſt Happi- 
neſs with a ſincere and ready Compliance, and 
| the utmoſt Miſery with a continued and wilful 
„ Diſobedience; for the Joy and the Triumph of a 
- W wicked Perſon is very ſhort lived, it paſſeth like 
C Lightening, and leaves nothing behind but Smoke 
4 and Vapour. Let this oblige you to join with 
the People of God, ( you have heard that God is 
with them) and invites you to devote your Self, 
1 and Time, and Talents to God and his Service; 
1 G 4 this 
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this is the only Way to be bleſſed by him, and to 
be for ever with him. 


— — ＋ 


. 7 I | g 0 
J — 4 > D 
42 N Re . I 7 
- F - , " 5 SS 4% F 
\ WO 10 — 2 — 4 > < — 
8 — IJ NDP. — 97 8 


* 


My DAR Son, 
Do you often pray to that God that mad: 
you, from whom every Gift and Bleſſing 


comes. 


cf Prayer to give to God Information of any 
Things relating to us; tor he is perfectly ac- 
uainted with all our Wants and Neceſſities, with 
all dur Complaints and Grievances, with all our 
Doubts and Fears, with all our Enemies and 
Dangers ; for he ſearcheth all Hearts, and under- 
| eth all Imaginations ct the Thoughts: And 
J. Chron, yet we have in the ſame Place a Command to 
28.9. {eek him, with a Promiſe that he will be found cf 

ns. And tho every Thing we can need, is con- 

tained in the ſeveral Premiſes he has made to us; 

yet dcth he expect to be inquired of by us, in 

: order to the Performance of them, I the Lord 
Fk. 36. Love ſpoken it, aud I will do it; but he ſaith, fo 
 3* all this will I be enquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael 
to do it for them. Tho' he knows all our Sins, 
et doth he oblige us to an humble Confeſſion ci 
them ; And it is the ſame with regard to every 


thing 


| I. is not the Deſign and Reaſon of this Duty 


e 


/ 
| 
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| thing we need, he expects we ſhould make knows 


Ax p here it is not enough that you attend with 
others the publick Worſhip of God, bur, you are 
to be often on your Knees before him, humbling 

our ſelf in the View of your many Tranlgreſſi- 
ons, imploring his Mercy, and begging his Con- 
duct an Dire don in every Cale; in this Act and 
Duty it is that a holy Soul has his Mind opened 
to great Conceptions, and his Heart filled with 
the moſt ſublime Ideas; for gracious and elevated 
Souls have Sentiments vaſtly different from others, 
But you muſt take Care that 2 Devotion lies 
under proper Reſtraints, for Fear of a Degene- 
racy, by taking too great a Root in the Imagina- 
tion; for thoſe are properly Ent hiſiaſts, who are 
not for examining of Things by Reaſon, but re- 
quire an intire Ceſſation of it, that God may dif- 
tuſe a Divine Light in them. One Bennon, 
Biſhop of Miſnia, was reſolved to purſue the 
Command of the Apoſtle in its literal Senſe, 


| 


83 


our Requeſts unto him. Phil. 4. 6. 


Pray without ceaſing; and he had Companies in 1. Then. 


his Church ready to relieve others, ſo that every 5: 17. 


Hour, both Night and Day, might be this Way 
imploy'd. 

'YATEVER is contained in the Promiſe of 
God, you have Liberty to ask, with humble Sub- 
miſſion to his Will: this opens a large Field to 
the Soul that believes thoſe Promiſes and 1s look- 
ing and waiting the Performance of them. You 
are not only to pray for the Bleſſings you need, 
but you are to to depricate the Evils you fear, 
begging of God that he would prevent them, or 
in due Time remove them, and in the mean 
Time grant you proper Support under them. 
Such is the Command of God; for his Will re- 
vealed is a Law, the Ground of it is his univerſal 

| Wh Dominion; 
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Dominion; and as his infinite Perfections are 
always the meaſure of his Actings, he muſt be 
diſpleaſed, where his Authority is diſregarded. 
ou are my Son, to approach to God in Prayer 
with a Solemnity that is proper to the Work you 
undertake. Surſum Curda, 1. e. up with your 
Hearts, this was anciently uſed as a call to Devo- 
tion, Come leave the World, and by a fixed Thecus ht 
and an attive Faith addreſs your ſelves to God. 
We read among the Heathens, that before the 
Proceſſion of their Sacrifices, there went a pub- 
lick Cryer, preclaiming to the People, Hoc Ac, 
to give them Netice that they ſhouid forbear 
working, andattend the preſent Solemaity. While 
you pray to God, you muſt take Care that you 
don't gut your Truſt in any Thing ſhort of him; 
for if they that truſt in Riches ſha!l not enter into 
the Kingdom ct Heaven, it is not reaſonable to 
expect that their Prayers ſhould enter there. 
ov. muſt not indulge yourſelf in any Anger 
or Wrath, when you come to liſt up holy Hands 
to God] ſo far as this is done, you give Place to 
the Devil, which muſt needs hinder your Acceſs 
to God, eſpecially if any Malice ſhould find a 
Room in your Heart, or meet with Entertain- 
ment there. You muſt firſt be reconciled to your 
Brother, before you can expect any Evidence of 
God's Reconciliation unto you. — You are to 
come believing that God is both able and willing 
to help you, and that his Promiſes have loſt none 
of their Truth and Certainty; however the Per- 
formance of them may ſeem to be delay'd. Let 
his glorious Name imprint an awtul Reſpect upon 
your Mind; let your Heart go out after him in 
ſtrong Affection, as the bef of Beings, and the 
Fountain of all Bleſſings. There is every Thing in 
him to ingage your Love, and he hath done 2 
8 ing 
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Thing for you to oblige you to it: But you muſt not 


come in your own Name; tor tno you may xnoõẽ- 
Nothing very Sinful by your ſelt, yet are not you 
thereby juſtity'd. The Son of God, who under- 
took the Sinner's Cauſe, and has wrought out a 
eat Salvation, is now in Heaven at God's right 
and; and he has given you Leave to make Uſe 
of his Name in alf your Supplizations co God, 
yet ſo as that you are, ſo far as that Bleſſing you 
ask, lies within the Compaſs of your Power, to 
labour and endeavour after it; then have you 
moſt Reaſon to expect the Blefling of God with 
you (a). When you come to ask of God more 
Grace for your Soul's Good and Comfort, you Luke 21. 


can't well hope to ſucceed in ſuch a Requeſt, un- 36. 


leſs you now live in the Exerciſe of what yo 
already have. Watch and pray, is the Command © 
of Chriſt. God has join'd theſe together. Warch- fig. 
ing will not do without Prayer; nor will this do 1. Pet. . 
without the other. 7. 
Go is the abſolute Diſpoſer of all Bleſſings, 

and all your Happineſs is to be reſolved into t 

Favour of God; and he expects your Application 

to him every Day, from whom every good an | 
perfect Gift comes: And every one that is godly, Pl. 32. & 
will pray unto him. All our Sufficiency is of God, 

and without him we can do Nothing. It we lack 

Wiſdom at any Time, or in any Difficulties that 

lie before us, we are bid to go to God; and in- Phil. 4. 6. 
deed in every Thing by Prayer and Supplication 

we are to make known our Requeſts to him. 

David often ſpeaks of pouring cut his Complaint pf 18. 6, 


142. Zo 


„ » 


(a) Ignavis precibus Fortuna repug nat. 
Citius exauditur una obadientis ſupplicatiq 
Quam decem millia contemptoris. 


before 


Job. 23. 4. 


Thoughts quieted, it muſt be by ſuch an Appli- 


A Father's Advice to bis Son. 
before God, and ſhewing before him his Trouble 
And the Apoſtle, when under great Affliction, was 
ſoon and ofren with God, beſeeching God that 
it might depart from him; and he did not cry 
unto a God' that could not help and fave him. 
And he has declared that he will not Joo ake them 
that ſeek him; and that he will fulfil the Defrres 
of them that fear him, and will not forget the Cry 
of the Humble. And ſhall ſuch mercitul Declara- 
tions be diſregarded ? Is there no Goodneſs to be 
ſeen in them, or no Encouragement to be drawn 
from them ? can we repine under the Want of 
Bleflings, and not pray for them? ſure, he that is 
too proud to ask a Favour, muſt be unworthy to 
receive it. No Wonder we have not, when we 
ask not; nor is it to be admired, that Perſons ſhould 
ask, and not receive, when they ask amiſs, that 
they might conſume it upon their Luſts; for we 
reckon among ourſelves, that any Favour that is 
ill placed, is no other than Profution. 

Jos ſpeaks of ordering his Cauſe before God, and 
filling his Mouth with Arguments ; he would not 
only pray to him, but plead with him, and there 
is no better Way than this to procure Peace to 
our Minds, and rid ourſelves of every anxious 
Thought. If ever, my Son, Corruptions are mor- 
tified, or Temptations reliſted, or Enemies ſub- 
dued, or Duties diſcharged; or any tumultuous 


cation as this. | 


I am, | 
Your, &c. 
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LETTER XV. 
Take Care, my Son, that you abide with 
God, whatever Station his Providence 


ſhall put you in. 


Hex are particular Inclinations that have 
| the Aſcendant in the different Stages of Lite, 
ſuch as the Levity of Childhood, the Gai- 
ety of Youth, the Ambicion of Manhood, and the 
tenacious Temper of Age; and there are various 
Temptations attending the different Callings, Pro- 
feſſions and Circumſtances of Life. It ſhould 
be the Endeavour of every one to know himſelf 
and Danger, and to be apprehenſive of his own 
Want of Knowledge and Grace to ſtear his 
Courſe; to be ſenſible of his own evil Thoughts 
and prevailing Paſſions. Thele Excreſcences ofthe 
Mind are ſo predominant in ſome Perſons, that 
(like ſome Pictures) they are more proper for a 
Shade than a full Light. Some are idle and 
ſothful, which invites their Enemies to inveigle 
and enſnare them; and the Devil will ſet them on 
Work, if no body elſe doth. 1 compute their 
Time by the Number of Years they have lived, 
having little Regard to the Improvement of it. 
Some take a Pleaſure to intermeddle in the At- 
fairs of others, They muſt have their Oar in every 


Mai's Boat; meddling with every one's — 
| Feoky 
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but their own, carrying Stories, and railing in the 
Mind Miſapprehenſions of Things, breaking the 
Peace of Families, and interrupting both the Duties 
and the Comforts of Life; this is not abiding with 

8 "i God (a). Some have 2 Meighis and 

+ Meaſures, and keep in their Houſes Balances of 
Im. 5. 4. Deceit. Some will oppreſs and grind the Faces 
ofthe Poor, obliging them to take Wages under 
the real Value ct their Service, denying or with- 
holding what is due. The Law was very expreſs 

againſt this, obl ging Maſters at the very Day to © 

Deut. 24. Ei de them their Hire, becauſe they are poor, and ſet 

24. Their Hearts upon it, left they cry unto me, ſaith the 
Lord, &c. All Authority is uſurped, which is 
not 7 755 upon Terms of Equity. Theſe don't 
conſider that the Difference between themſelves, 

and ſuch as ſerve, doth not lie in Nature but in 

Providence. | BA: 

Some give themſelves up to great Anxiety, 
which diſtracts the Mind, and divides the Heart, 
and renders them unfit for any Duty. We know 
not what State of Lite is mot ſafe, or leaſt enſnar- 
ing. It is our Wiſdom to leave it with God; if 
he cannot pleaſe us, it is not likely that we ſhould 
be able to pleaſe curſelves; but if we deſire him to 
chuſe our Inheritance for ys, he will be an Inhe- 
ritance to us. Some again are apt to break in 
upon the Lord's Day They inge in worldly 
Bufinets, when Service of another Nature is requi- 
red of them: This is not abiding with God. 
When eas celebrated the Anniverſary of his 
Father's Death, he ſeems to do it with no ſmall 
Solemnity (+): but how remiſs are many Chriſ- 


— 


3 


(a) Ilas alienorum actuum ſagax cogitatio devaſtat. 
lb) Famgue dies (ni fallor ) adeſt quem ſemper acerbum, 
Semper honoratum, fic dii volni/tis, habebo, - 
tians 
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tans in keeping up the Memorial of our Saviour's 
Relurrection, upon whom all our Peace and Hap- 
pinels depends. | | | 
SOME again give themſelves up to an intempe- 
rate Courſe of Life. This generally ariſes from ſome 
Diſſatisfaction in the Mind, which inflames 
cheir Pathons, and leads them on to feyeral Acts 
of Sin, and then to Hardnels of Heart, and vari- 
ous Exceſſes, that deprives them of the Reaſon that 
God gave them, and at length provokes him to de- 
prive them of Life. But this is not to abide with 
God. Lime ſpent in Sin is always doubly loft ; and 
true Peace and Comfort can only attend you in 
the Diſcharge of Duty. 
IHave mentioned theſe few Things, to ſhew you 


upon what Rocks ſome have fallen to the great 


Damage of themtelves and others. See, my Son, 
that you always keep up a Reverence of God upon 
your Mind, and endeavour to live in a Diſpoſition 
to pleaſe and ſerve him. Be ſenſible of the Obli- 
gations you are under to him, and how unworthy 
you are of any Mercy. Aſcribe every Bleſſing 
you have to God's Patience and Goodneſs; an 

wile you are humbled under the View of your 
own Defects, be always thankful for the Diſcovery 
of his Mercy. Preſerve in your Mind an high 
Eſteem of his Wiſdom, which will help the more 
ealily to reconcile you to his actual Providence. 
Whatever Times of Fear you may have, 
you are to have Recourle to his ſeveral Perfections 
and Promiſes; here you are to ground your Hopes, 
and from hence to quiet your Spirits. Nothin 

is able to move this Foundation; and this wi 

ſupport you. Do not burden yourſelf with any 
ot thoſe Cares, which the God you ſerve has both 
commanded and encouraged you to caſt on him. 


You are to have him much upon your Thoughts ? 
| "—"— 
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and to conſider well the abſolute Perfection of his 


Nature. There is no Limits to be put to his 
Power, no Detect to be aſcribed to his Wiſdom, 
no Imuſtice to be laid at his Door, and tho” our 
Goodneſs extendeth not to him, yet his reacheth 


#s every Day, doing great Things for us for | his 


own Name Sake. 


If you abide with God, you will not fail to 


have the Benefits and Comforts of Religion to all 


the proper Ends of Lite ; and he has promiſed ty 
keep them in perſect Peace, whoſe Minds are Hay- 


ed en him. This World is not capable of anſwer: 
ing any great Expectation; and ſuch as abound in 
outward Bleſlings, have not always an equal Share 
of inward Peace. Thoſe are leuſt happy man 

Times, that feem to us to be mot ſo. All theſe 


Things are paſſing away, and ſo is our Pleaſure 


and Helight in them. And when all that is in 


the World is to little to ſatisfy our Deſires, they 


ſhould not be eſteemed great enough to provoke them, 
Such is the Vanity ct all earthly, Things, that 


whatever may appear 42537 and comfortable, =_ 


allo be Hurtſul to us; ſo that you cannot be fate 
at any Time, or in any Condition of Lite, unleſs 
you take God along with you. 

EN DEA VO to promote Love and Peace every 


where. Indulge all Kindneſs and Good-Will, and 


be erer favourable in your Judgment of others, 


Way you may aſſure yourſelf of his Preſence with 


whether it reſpect their Words or Actions, know- 
ing how much Reaſon you have at all Time to 
blame and condemn yourſelf. Follow after Righte- 
ouſneſs and Faith, Charity and Peace dit h all that 
call upon the Name of the Lord: And let that Hope 
God has zailed in you by his Grace and Promiſe 
always keep you from doing any Thing that may 
be inconſiſtent with ſuch an Expectation. This 
you 


* 
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you ; for he Lord is with you, hilt you are with 

him. This will be a Comfort to you, when 

m. upon other Accounts you may think yourſelf 

eat Safe, or moſt expoſed. And God will not on- 

j abide with you no, but ben theſe Things ſball 

iis , will receive you into everlaſting Habitations. | 
ou cannot, my Son, deſire more, and God has 

not promiſed leſs ; for he that doth the Will of . 

the Lord, a bideth for ever 75 +; 


Tam, &c. 


Sx” 


r 
My Son, i Nat 250! 8 
In all your Converſation your are to have & 


Regard to the Company you keep, and 10 | 
the Wards you ſpeak. oo er heady by 


d HE God you ſerve; being a God of Truth, I} 
5; you are always to ſhew an high Eſteem ill 
7 | 


0 racer of a righteous: Man that he {peaks the 
e- "rim Jeart ; and ſuch are ſaid to be the 
7 ig God: but ing Lips are an Abominn- v. 17 v7 
ve Wl tion to him. — framed the Tongue for me Wo 
c Wl tion, and Malice has fitted it for Miſchief; and v8 
me Lye begers another, till it comes to many 
s Lenerations. It is impoſſible to expreſs the In- 
h jury chat is done by this Means. 

5 H CALVIN 


« - | | 


| 

' 
and ſtrict Obſervance ob it. It 1s the Cha- 1 

1 
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picatur. 


and was many Ways return'd upon him. 


®viſquethan Cardinal Richelieu wrote a Book to confirm 
peſſi mus ff all the Slanders of Bertelier (a). This was done 
* (0 I with a Deſign to bear down the Reputation of 

perm ſaſ- thoſe great and good Men, and to give, if poſſible, 


to the Eye, are great ones; and Words that are 
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CALVIN and 1 with the higheſt 
and moſt flagrant Crimes; and in Order to give 
them the Appearance of Truth, no leſs a Perſon 


by ſo great an Authority, a fatal Stroke to the 
Reformation. This being done ſo many Years 
after their Death, was look'd upon as a very un- 
worthy act, by all that were any way impartial, 
It was no leſs than Stabbing them in their Graves, 
wi 
pergit ea que vult dicere, ea que non vult, auditt. 
Lies told out of Malice deſerve the ſevereſt Pu- 
niſhment, not only with Regard to thoſe parti- | 
cular Perſons that are injured, but with reſpect to 
others, that lie equally expoſed to them: For 
every one ſhould riſe againft a common Eneny. 
True Worth begets Envy in baſe Minds, and this 
naturall, ſlides into Acts of Malice, and fo it 
comes to a Kind of civil Homicide. 

You are to take Care of Miſtakes and Miſun- 
derftandings, eſpecially when the Reputation of 
another is concerned. Small Hurts that happen 


ſpoken, are like Arrows let fly, they cannot be re- 
called. Perſons of a mean Original and no Edu- 
cation, are many times Strangers to a common 
Decency in their Words and Converſation, (Y): 


1 


(a) Eff ars etiam male dicendi.— Mira mendacia fundit. 
— Tam impudenter calumnioſa, ut res manibu 
ſentiri poſſit. — Tpſa fibi ahſtat magnitude. | 

(b) Non eft conſilium in vulgo, non ratio, non diſcrimen, uon di. 

' ligentia, ex opinione plurima, ex veritate pauca juli- 


(at. 
They 


o 
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have no other Way of being known and 
talk d of in the World, but by the Abules they 

throw upon others. This is their magaitying Ne anime 
Glaſs, as you know ſmall Inſects are not to be dit-/** — 1 
cern d without ir. The Devil has his Name from 
hence, for Ag, lignifies a Slanderer: He is / 
the Father ot Lies, and has no Truth in him. 

The Prophet was encompaſſed with Perſons of 

this Character, which tried his Faith and Facience 

very much: Heaven wiſh'd himſelf upon this Ac- 

count ſequeſtred from Society, and caſt into Soli- 

tude, O that I had in the Wilderneſs & lodging Jer. g. 2. 
Place of Way-taring Men, that I might leave this 

People and go from them; or they are an Aſſembly 

if treacher us Men, and they bend their Tongues like 

the Bow for Lies. You mult take Care, that you 

do not out ct Contempt, Hatred, or Wantonneſs, 

ſpeak Evil of any Perſon whatſoever; ſuch are 

bitter Words, compared to the Sword, rhe Arrrw, 

= the ſharp Razor: Let all Things be done with l. = 16. 

arty. | 
aka no ſinful Words be allowed of, or uſed 

by you in all your Converſe with others, ſuch as 

prophane Swearing, taking the Name of God in 

vain, fichy Communication, or fooliſh Tal.ing 

and Jeſting. This /aff is too frequent amon 

young Pertons ; they care not how they — 

upon the Honour of God, or upon the Doctrines 

and Precepts of the Goſpel, ſo they can appear 

witty, or give Diverſion to the Company th 
are in. It is the Heart of Fools that is in t 
thuſe of Pn Mirth; No one Principle of Reli- 
gion is favourable to it, no one End of Religion 
15 anſwered by it; but it ſerves to take off the 
Force of all Motives and Arguments to ir. There 
is very ofren leſs Ho xs of a friſſing Profeſſir, 
than there is of a proflivate Sinner. If you look 


H 2 | upon 
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& upon ſome of theſe in publick Worſhip, you 


would think they never fat with vain Perſons, or 
were ſo themſelves; but it you take a View of 
them at other Times, you would think they never 


let their Feet in any Chriſtian Aſſembly. Theſe 


Things paſs among them for pleaſant Amuſements 

and innocent Freedoms, but they are Matters of 

a very deceitful and deſtructive Nature (4). 
Sven Company, my So, you ſhould not defire 


Peg. . 14 · nor ſeck after; Enter uct into the Path of the Witk- 


ed, go not into the Way of evil Men. You are not 
to ſit with vain Perſons, but withdraw from 
them, and avoid the Congregation of evil Doers. 
Sin is of a contagious Nature, and this particular 


Sin more than many others (). It is better to 


be alone than in ba ee For thou art nt 
a Ged that hath Pleaſure in — the fooliſh 
ſpall not ſtand in thy Sight. It we do not glorif 
him, he will not accept of us. Such a Converla- 
tion is inconſiſtent with any good Ends you de- 
fire to gm and with thoſe Rules you profeſs 
o walk by; and a grod Perſon in bad Company, 
muſt certainly be among his Enemies. 
Tax Righteous and the Wicked in Scripture 


Mat. 12. are diſtinguiſhed by their Words, A good Man out 


34. 


of the goed Treaſure of his Hear , bringeth firth 
good Things; and an evil Man out of the evil Trea- 
ſure of his Heart, bringeth forth evil Things. You 
are to ſpeak with Care and Caution in any Mat- 
ter of Importance; you are alſo to do 10 with 
Regard to the Company you are in. Solomon 


Pro. 29. ſaith, A Fool utters all his Mind, i. e. He 


r 


th 


— 


(a) Hæ nugæ ſeria ducunt in mala. 

y) Sicut grex ſolus in agris 
Unins ſcabie cadit, & perrigins porci Juv. Sat. * 1 
| PEARS 


— w Ip 
OY 
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als always all, as well as what he thinks, 
but others think always what they ſpeak; and 
therefore are of few Words. You are to know 
what to ſay, when to ſpeak, and to whom 
(a); knowing that when once Words are out of; 
your Lips, they are tor ever alter out of your, 
Power. Death and Lite are in the Power ot the- 
Tongue; and whoſo keepeth his Mouth and. 
his Tongue, keepeth his Soul from Trouble, bur it 
is a very difficult Matter to keep our Words under 
a juſt Regulation, He that offendeth not in Words, 
the ſame is a per/et} Man And when ycu are ſens 
ible of this Ditficulty, it will put you upon more: 
Watchfulneſs and Care. When a great Man or- 
dered this ro be wrote over his dining Table in 
very legible Characters, that all Perſons ſpeaking; 
Eyil of others, were forbid to approach there (b), 
this was ſetting a Watch before their Mouths ; 
and ſhall the Word of God be of leſs Weight 
with us? | 

A wiſe Head has always a wary Mouth; an ic 


is good (generally ſpeaking) not to run out into 


extremes at any time, either peremp̃torily to deny 
a Thing, or believe it, or greatly to blame or 
rr it. The middle Way is uſually the 

eſt and the ſafeſt. But it is not enough for 
you to render your Converſation affable and in- 
offenſive, but you muſt endeavour to make it e- 
ful. It is not enough that you torbear any Ainf¹ 


Words, but you are to give a prudent Check to 


them in others. They may think you imperti- 


— 


— rf 1 2M b *— : 5 
. 


3 . - = 


a) Quod de quogue viro, & cui dicas, ſept cavero, 
Weigh thy Words in a Balance, Eccl. 28. 25. 

(b) Pui/quis amat diftis alſentem rodere famam, 
Hance menſam vetitam noverit eſſe fbi. 


3 nent 
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nent, but their Fault and Danger on one Side, 
and your Charity cn the other, will be a lufficient 
Warrant. And when this is done in a pro 
Manner, and doth evidently proceed from 
Gccd-will, and a certain innate Benevclence (a), 
it may take their Aſter-thou ht, tho it did not 
appear to lit ealy upon their Minds at that parti- 
cular Time. And then as to good Perſons, they 
will always be thankful to you for prudent Ad- 
vice, and ſeaſonabile Supports, in a Time of Di- 
ficulry and Diſtreſs. We are to tell them that 
God Sk order and direct (in infinite Wiſdem) 
all the Turns and Changes of Life, and that he 
__ it without the /eaff 1hfake. There is no 
Want, but what he is abie to ſupply, no Diſeaſe 
but what he can cure, no Enemy but he can 
overcome, no Aftiiction but what he can either 
bleſs to us, or remove frum us, Cc. Here the 
va 10. Tongue of the Fuſt is as choice Silver; and the 
= 31. Lips of the Righterns feed many. His Mouth bring- 
„ th forth Wiſdom; and a Nerd ſpoken in Seaſon, 


15. 25. bow good is it. 
J am, &c. 


- 


. * * "_ — * „* — 4 


— 


— — * 
W 


(a) Reprehenſio contumelis vacare debet; ; Ae monitio aſpera 
fit, æec Otjurgatio contumelioſa. 
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LETTER XVII, 


My DEAR Son, | 
Learn to be eaſy and contented in your pre. 
ſent State and Circumſtances of Life. 


E live ina very changeable World, and 
ir was never intended that we ſhould 
have a full Reſt and Satisfaction in any 
of the different Periods of Life; but one Reaſon 
why we meet with ſo many Diſappointments in 
Life, is, becauſe we look to find that in the Crea- 
ture which God never placed there. Under 


theſe — Ex tions, we ſnatch on the hi. 1g. 
right Hand, and are hungry; and we eat on the 20. 


left Hand, and are not ſatisfied. Every one ex- 
_ to meet with Content in Riches, no Body 

ks for it in Poverty; and yet thoſe in the lat- 
greateſt Share of it. But 
we have all Reaſon to believe, that the icular 
State in which God has put us, is belt for us. 
Content and Wealth do not always go together, 


ter State have often the 


And Fonadab ſaid to Amnon, why art thou, being 2. m. 1; 


the King's Son, thus lean from Day to Day. Our 
2 Happineſs doth not lie in any worldly 
njoyments, nor our Miſery in the Want of them. 
This great Blefling of Content comes from the 
Mind within, not From Things without; and our 
Happineſs with Regard to this World begins, ju/# 
H 4 where 


| 14 . 
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where our eager Deſires after it ends. Alexander 
thought Diggenes in Circumſtances much happier 
than Ret and it was certainly fo, if the latter 
deſired no more than what he had; for the other 
was not able to put any Bounds or Limits to his 
Anibition (a). GENT; | FE; 

Happy 1s he who can his Wi 2 . 

Net he, who can that anxious Wiſh obtain. 
Sou have-a\Life of Eaſe and Health; others 
are allowed with Sicknels, Pain, and many Infir- 
mities. It is an eaſy Matter to determine which 
of theſe we world. have, was it left to our own 
Choice, but not fo eaſy to ſay which is let. We 
read of one, who co Pleaſure in Infirmities, in 


: Neceſſities, in Stripes, in Impriſunments, &c. Ano- 
ther ſaith, that Sorrow is better than Langhter; 


and there is no Doubt of it, whey the Heart is 
made better by ite For the Value. of Things is 
meaſured by the Effects they produce. It is a 
great Thing to learn,” how to adjuſt our own 
Thoughts, and to limit our own Defires. The 
Apoſtſe Paul faith, he was come to ſuch a happy 
Temper as this; but it is 2 plain he never 
learnt it at Tarſus, nor at the Feet of Gamaliel. 


That perſecuting Spirit that prevail'd in him at- 


ter he came from theſe Schools, ſhewed a high 


Diſcantent he had, and that his Paſſions were 
ſar from being under a due Subjection. It was 


after he was converted to Chriſtianity that he 
ſpoke of this, I have learned in whatſoever Stare 1 


LA 


: (a) Senſit Alexander, teſta cum vidit in 1llã 


Magnum Habitatorem, quanta felitior Bic quis 3 
Nil cuperet, gudm qui totum ſibi poſceret orbem Juv. 


> ain, 
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am, therewith to be content. I know howto be 
abaſed, and how to abound ; in all Things I am in- 


frrutted both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to ſuffer Need. God had taught him 
Submiſſion to his Will, and had enabled him to 
hear up under his preſent Evils, with Patience, 
and even with Pleaſure, waiting for the Hap- 
pinels God had given him a Proſpect and a Pro- 


mile of He was faid to poſſeſs all Things; not 


only to have enough, but to abound. His 
Thoughts were now all calm and quiet, and he 
was able to ſurvey himſelf with Pleaſure. True 
Content muſt always flow from a Principle of 
piety, and a Senfe of Duty; otherwiſe we muſt be 
diſcompoſed by every little Accident. 

Faint Paul was brought to be thankſul for 
every Thing, and to repine at Nothing. God 
had trained him up to it by a Variety of Provi- 
dences ; He was troubled on every Side, but n't diſ- 


treſſed ; he was perſecuted, but not forſaken ; he was 1. Cor. 4. 
c(aſt down, but not deſtroyed. Being reviled, ſaith 11. 


he, wwe bleſs; being perſecuted, we ſuffer; being de- 
famed, we entreat. He had many and grevious 
Aftictions, and he was not without his Comforts, 
When his Sufferings abounded, his Conſolations 
did ſo much more. God had humbled him, and 
that was a great Advantage to him; his Hcart 
was much in Heaven, and you find him often 


upon his Knees before God; and he adviſeth all 
others to do the ſame, In every Thing by Prayer and p,; i 


Supplication let your Requeſts be made known 
fo God; then the Peace of God which paſſeth 
all Underflanding fhall keep your Minds and 
Hearts. ä | | 
Tris World is no Way proportioned to the 
Nature of the Soul, or the Deſires of it: And 
every one that looks no further, muſt have con- 


tinued 


20s 
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tinued Cravings and great Detects. God only is 
2 compleat Good; no other Treaſure can enrich 
us, No other Fountain can ſupply us. Therefore 
when the Apoſtle ſaid to the Chriſtians at Corinth, 
All Things are yours, this World, and Life, and 
Death; Things preſent and Things to come. What 
could he lay more? They muſt need much, whom 
Nothing can content. It ever you would be ealy in 
Life, you muſt be humble: Then you will not be 
fretful and impatient, that your Circumſtances 
are no better; 3 — be always thankful that 
| are no worſe. Pride is as great a Be 25 
Was and much more reſtleſs — — 

: Wr have many Inſtances in Scripture of high 
* _ Djſcontent. This was the Caſe of Naamay, 
un when the Prophet bid him go to waſh in the Ri- 
Jen. 4. 8. ver Jordan. The ſame you find in Jonah, when 
he had loſt his comfortable Shade. Haman was 

in a ſtrange Hurry and Confuſion in his Mind, 

when Mordecai did not pay him the Reſpect he 

deſired: For this Reaſon he ſaid, All his Riches 

and Honours avail d him Nothing. Ahab vent to 

his Houſe heavy and diſpleaſed, becauſe he could 

not have Nabcth's Vineyard. | Eſau reſolved to 

ſlay his Brother, becauſe he had taken from him 

His Birth-right. There —4 _ in the World 

appear very hungry, not becaule they are empty, 

8 full. Pride — Envy are 

the greateſt Enemies to our Peace. It is very 

happy, when Perſons are brought to have a Pow- 
er and Command over their own Paſſions; he 
only that is ſubmiſſive and reſigned to Providence, 
being able to make God's Will his own, can be 
eaſy under the various Circumſtances and Events 
of Life; acting with Steadineſs according to the 
Rules of Reaſon and Duty. Perſons may by 2 
natural Temper and Diſpolition be very quiet — 
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7 compared with others; and where it is 4 
the Eitect — Conſtitution, it — Wal deſirabie; 4 
dut there is Not hing rly Praiſe worthy, ex- | | 
cept where the Vl c > is — | 

Ar the Atticticns that God brings ar any 
time upon thole that fear and ſerve him, it is not 
done for his own Pleaſure, but for their Profit. 
Nothing puts the Mind into a better Frame, than | 
Submiſſion to the Divine Will, and a humble Ac |. 

xelcence in the Allocments of his Providence. 
dd ought ever to be accounted cur higheſt 
Joy, and Sin our greateſt Griet: In this Caſe 
nothing wilt be more deſired by us, than his Fa- 
vour; and nothing will be more dreaded by us 
than his Diſpleaſure. They cannot be miſerable 
that reſolve all their Happineſs into God; and 
when he faith, I will never forſake them, they 
may boldly ſay, The Lord is my Helper, I will not 
fear. For, ſuppoſe the State of ſuch ſhculd be 
altered from Eaſe to Fain, or from Health to 
7 Sickneſs, or from Piofpericy to Adverſity; yet 
| they know, that God is unchangeable, and — 
his Covenant of Peace can never be removed. 


OA ieee To©0o 
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0 
d 
0 Whoever thinks well of God, cannot think amiſs 

m of what he doth (a). When Mephiloſbeth was 2. Sam. 
d deprived of his Eſtate, he ſaid to the King, La 19. 28. 
J, him take all; for all my Father's Houſe were but 

re as dead Men before my Lord the King. And have 

y not we more Reaſon to ſay ſo, with Regard to 

v God, as we all fall under his Sentence? 

1e We ſhould, my Son, leave all our"Concerns with 

ey God, deſiring him to chuſe our Lot for us. We 

e ought not to do Jeſs than this, and we cannot do 

ts better. He knows that ſtubborn Diſeaſe we have 

ne by Sin contracted; and he takes thoſe Methods 


d | — —— — —— 
(a) Placeat bemini, quicquid Deo placuit. of 
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of Cure, that he thinks are beſt: And many times 
that very Thing that makes us unealy, is our 
Happineſs ; and we mourn in many Cales, where 
we-ought to be very thankful (4). This World 
is much the ſame to us, as the Wilderneſs was to 
the Children of Iſrael; it was a Way to the Land 
of Promiſe, but God never deſigned it for a Place 
of Reſt. God brings us under Difficulties that he 
e e. humble us, and prevent our being deluded 
and enſnared by ſenſitive Objects. Every one 
wants juſt ſo much as he de/rres to have: So that 
the Way to be eaſy and contented, is not fo 
much to enlarge and encreaſe our Poſſeſſions, as to 
leſſen and contract theſe Defires. And if the 
World or any Thing in it is gocd, certainly he 
that made it, muſt be much better; and iſ our De- 
fires be chiefly aſter God's Favour and Blcfling, 
keeping up a lively Senſe of him upon our 
Minds, our Afflictions here muſt needs be lels 
grievous to us. It is certain our Happineſs is 
not here, nor our Continuance long ; and to look 
for it in this World is to ſeek the living among 
the Dead. We have more Reaſon to complain 
of our Paſſions and Humours, than we have ot 
our Circumſtances. We are very apt to impute 
all the Trouble we have to Events, when the 
eateſt Evil lies in ourſelves. There is no 
Doubr bur ſcmething 1s wanting in every State 
of Liſe; and ſo it ſhould be, that our Thoughts 
might be led to a better World, and our Hearts 
drawn out after higher Enjoyments: Therefore 
when ycu meet with any Thing aftlictive here, 
you are to bear it with Patience; and when you 
find any Thing proſperous, you are to enjoy it 
with Moderation. J am, &c. 


| abs „*** 1 
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(2) Beneficia multa triſtem & aſperum frontem habent, 
 Dremadmedum urere, & ſecare, ut ſanes, 
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LETTER RL 


My SoN, | 
Let Love and Benevolence be prevailing in 
you towards all Perſons, more eſpecially to 


them you have Reaſon to think, do truly 
fear and ſerve God. 


clude much of the Life and Spirit of 


Chriſtianity, and renders us conformable to 
our common Head, Jeſus Chriſt; who ſhewed ſo 
great a Love, who maniteſted ſo ſtrong an Aﬀec- 
tion to loſt Souls, even to his greateſt Enemies, as 
to lay down his Life for them. A true Chriſtian 
Faith doth always diſcover it ſelf by a return of 
Love to him: and this Way both the Truth of it, 
and the Strength of it is known. This is ever ac- 
companied with a true Love and a juſt Eſteem of 
all thoſe who make up his Church and Family ; 
and in ſuch a State and Diſpolition of Mind uni- 
verſal Benevolence cannot be wanting. The God 
we ſerve, doth extend his Goodnels and diffufe 
his Bounty to every Creature; He cauſeth the Sun 
to ſhine on the Evil and on the Good ; and he ſend- 
eth his Rain on the Fuſt and the Unjuft. And he 
gives us the Mealure and fixeth the Limication 


8 UCH a Temper of Mind as this doth in- 


of this Duty, when he ſaith, Thou Halt love thy Mat. 328 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. As we all deſire our own.” 3% 


Weltare and Happineſs, we think no Labour too 
much, no Pains too great in our own Concerns ; 


lo, as wwe have Opportunity we are to do good unto 1. Theſs, 
| 0 3. 2. 


all 
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all; we are to abound in Love one towards another, 
and towards all Men. We are euccuraged in this 
by the Example cf Jeſus Chriſt, and are bid 3 
Walk in Love, as Chrift alſo hath loved us. We 
my his Spirit, and diſhonour his Name every 

y; yet is he not ſevere towards us: And he 
expects we treat one ancther (in cur Meaſure) 
with the ſame Patience and Goodnejs. God has 
fixed this in Nature, and has eſtabiiſhed it in 
Chriſtianity : ſo that when Miſchief is intended, 
and Malice is indulged by us, how ill muſt he 


1. Theſs. take it at our Hands. We are bid 0 be patient 
5 14- and gentle towards all Men; to fellow Peace wich 
3- 2*chem, and to make Supplicatiuns for them. They 

2. Tim. 2. are much the ſame with curſelves, having the 


ſame Nature, being obliged to the ſame Luties, 
and furniſhed with the fame Immortality. It you 
take the ſame Perſon in Youth and Age, in 
Health and Sickneſs, he differs as much from him- 


ſelf as another may be ſaid to do from him (a). 


Tue Apoſtles did willingly ſubject themſelves 
to the utmoſt Ditficulties, and to the greateſt Re- 


8 for the good ct others. hat weari- 
ome Travels, and ſolicitous Cares did they un- 


dergo! What Stripes and Impriſonments, what 


evous Perſecutions, and great Diſtreſſes did they 


x. Cor. ſuffer for the Good of Mankind! No Way /ceking 
10. 33. their own Profit, but the Profit of many, that they 
might be ſaved. Such a Temper of Mind will rid 

us of all that Anger and Malice, that Pride and 
Ambition, thar Spite and Envy, and all thoſe 
Paſſions that are ſo injurious to ourſelves and pro- 
voking to God. This Love and Good-Will is an 


_ — —_— r * — 
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(a) Nibil e unum uni tam fimile, tam par, 
Quam omnes inter naſmet ipſos ſumus. 


Ornament 
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Ornament ſo great, and a Qualification ſo neceſſa- 
, that nothing can come into any Account, or 
te of any Avail, where this is wanting. The . 
ſtle faith, that if we had the Tongues ot 
Angels, or the Gitr ot Prophecy, or the — 
Faith, or the greateſt Knowledge, it would {1 
iy Nothing without he No miraculous Gitts . 
could ever ſupply the Want of it; nor is any Per- 
ſon, that is truly Good, deſtitute of it. 
Axp when we ſpeak of this Grace with regard 
to thoſe whom we apprehend do love and 7704 
ex- 


11 
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God; our Obli 13 are very particular an 

preſs. As thele mind Religion, and cleave to 

God and Chriſt as their End and Happineſs, they 

deſerve our Eſteem, and we are obliged to dre 

and encourage them, to ſympathiſe with them, and 

pray for them; and to do them all the Service we 

can, as our Ability reacheth, and Opportunity Joh. 12. 
ſerves (a). This is my Commandment, that ye love” 15. 

one ancther, as I have loved you, above ail Things 1. Pet. 4. 
have fervent Charity among yourſelves. And again Py 
Above all Things put on Charity, which is the 3 
of Perfectneſs. They are conlidered as Diſciples 
of the ſame Lord, as Members of the ſame Body, 
25 Partakers of the ſame Grace, and as Heirs of 
the ſame Glory. Their Principles and their Ends 
are the ſame, their Deſires and Hopes, their Fears 
and Griefs, their Enemies and Dangers, their 
Difficulties and Temptations are much the fame 
and they are all built upon the Foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being Eph. 2. 
the Chief corner Stone; in whom all the Building 20. 
htly framed together, groweth up into a holy 
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% Quid oft amare, ni velle bonis aliquem afici quam max- 
imir, 
Temple 
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I. 8 8s, THe Apoſtle ſaith, Je knowthe Grace of our Lord 


Col. 3. 12-we ro bear one another's Burdens, and ſo fulfil the 


God, Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humblenels of 


Relation we bear to one another, and purſuant to 
Col. 3. 12. Let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Clamour, and 


another even as God for Chriſt ſake doth forgive y0 


A Father's Advice to his Son. 
Temple in the Lord. God brings them under 
Covenant Relation to him, and he comes by Pro- 
miſe under Bond to them; they have near Ac: 
ceſs to him,and he doth not turn away their Pray- 
er, nor his own Mercy from them ; and this he might 
have done, and this he world have done, had not 
his Aﬀections and his Engagements been great 
towards them. ; 3:71 


Feſt us Chriſt, that tho he was rich, yet he became 
poor for our Sakes, &c. From this ſurprizing In- 
{tance of Benevolence and Good-Will in God to- 
wards us, the Apoſtles do rake Occaſion to urge 
and gan this Chriſtian Love and Charity one to- 
wards another ; If he bore our Sins, then ought 


Law of Chriſt; And as he remembred us in our 
low Eſtate, fo ought we to put on, as the Elect of 


Mind, Mecknels, long-Suffering, c. And 
this Charity is not- to be confined to any particu- 
lar Party or Profeſſion, but to extend to all that 
do (in our Apprehenſion) truly fear God. There 
ought to be a mutual Eſteem according to that 


that common Relation we are ſuppoſed all of us 
bear to our common Headand Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


evil ſpeaking be done away, with all Malice; and 
be kind one to another, tender Hearted, forgiving one 


And tho' there are many Weakneſſes and Imper- 
fections, yet when we have Reaſon to think luch 
Perſons good according to the general — 
of Chriſtianity, we are to cover their Defects, and 
to have a kind Affection towards them. Where. 
eyer you find a true Humilation of Sin, or a good 


Diſpoſition 
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Diſpoſition towards God and his Service; you are 
to have an Eſteem of them, wiſhing their Souls 


might proſper in every Giſt and rang taking 


all Occaſions to promote their Weltare, /eeking the. 


Profit of others, that they may be ſaved. * 
ob's Love to his Church is juch as no Words 


can expreſs ; he has brought them into his Family, 


and calls them his Friends; he. gives Wiſdom to 
direct them, and puts on his Armour to defend 
them; he gives Light to their Minds, and Grace 
to their Hearts; he makes their Way plain, and 
their Duty eaſy; and cauſeth all Things to work 
for their good: And whatever is done againſt them, 
he reckons as done againſt himſelf, whole they 
are, and whom they ſerve. He calls them his 
Portion, his Treaſure, his Inheritance, and he is 
there Dwellmg-Place, commanding” his Loving- 


Kindneſs both Day and Night to attend them. 


We cannot but be. ſenſible of his great Love to- 
them; and that is, or\ſhould be a Reaſon of ours. 
What an intire Agreement was there among 
Chriſtians in the firſt planting of the Goſpel! What 
tender Affection! What amicable Concord! They 


continued daily with one Accord in the Temple, and Af 2 46 


did eat their Meat with Gladneſs and Singleneſ(s: of 
Heart, &c. No religious Societies can be long 
ſupported without a proper Union and Harmc- 
ny ; this cements the Parts, and moulds them into 
one Body (a): but when their Minds are divided, 


5 1 . 


(a) Omnium rerum quas ad beat? vivendum ſapientia compar” 
raverit, nibil eſſe magis amicitia, nibil uberius, nibil ju. 
cundins, Cic. | Re | 
Filices ter & amplius | 
Dues irrupta tenet copula, nec malis 
Divaſſus guerimoniis q — | 
Suprema citius ſolvet amor die, Hor. Lib. 1. Ode 1 3. 
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and their Intereſts ſeparated, the whole falls into 
Confuſion. It is while we are the Sons of Peace 

that we have Reaſon to hope that hig Peare will 
reſt upon us. So we read, that when Feruſalem 
was a quiet Habitation, then was God a Place of 
broad Waters, and Streams to it. 


I am, &c. 


LETTER XIX. 


My Son, 
Labour to penſevere in the Work and Ways 
God. g ye 


in every one; for it is a very imperfect State 
in which we are. Theſe being moved by 
Temptations, they break forth into Sins one Way 
or other, either in Thought, Word, or Deed. 
And there is Unbelief (a Meaſure of it) in every 
Perſon; this appears at ſometimes _ more 
others, breaking the Force of God's Promiſe and 
Threatening, and preventing or taking off the Im- 
preſſions of his Judgments, or Mercies, and alſo 
diſſolving in ſome Degree the Obligation of Di- 
vine Precepts. For this Reaſon you have need to 
be ſtrict and frequent in the Examination of your 
own Heart; and to beg of God that he — 


T. ERE are corrupt Principles more or leſs 
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-archand ery it, and lead jou into the Way eyerla 
ng. You are to keep dlole to him in eyery Bury, 

gging his Blethng upon you, and Preſence with 
you; for ſhould God leaye you ro yourſelf, and to 
your own Conduct, there is ſcarce any Sin but 
what you would commit, and 10 ae but what 
ou would deſerve. Vice is the roduck of our 
own Soil, and (like poiſonous Weeds) it grows 


without any planting, {preading itſelf into various 


Branches, and hard to be rooted out: And when 
oung Perſons are coming up into the World, in 
a Capacity and under a Proſpect of Service in the 
Church of God, they will never want Temptati- 
ons; and as theſe are chiefly founded in Hope or 


Fear, they too often make their Way, and are at- 


tended with Succels. 

Taxt Care what Company you keep. If it be 
any Way alluring and engaging, and at the ſame 
Time not favouring of what is good and virtuous, 
nor tending towards it, it muſt be more or leſs en- 
Haring. I they can't prevent your Faith, they 
will make you doubtful and wavering in it ; and if 
they can't zake you off from a Proſeſſion of Re- 
ligion, they will be a Means of confining you to it, 
that you do this, and no more. Infidelity 
dath very much abound in this Age, and many 
have the Vanity of talki 8 and acting different 
from the Wiſer and more ſober Part of Mankind. 
They bear no Good-Will to the Word of God, be- 
cauſe it debars or cuts them off from their linful 
Pleaſures ; and the fame Diſlike i to it, 
they will endeavour to raiſe in Minds of 
others. And Things of this Nature being delive- 
a 15 a Turn o Ni and . Wh 
ome Ding that carry the Appearance ot Rea- 
ſon, they often find too 5%, 08 Entertainment: 


And when once a corrupt Imagination has gained a 
| Ren Engel 
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Conqueſt over the rational Powers, they are pre. 
pared for thole Evils that carry with them a | 

ent Pleafure. Nay, tho you may go into ſuch 
Company with a good Deſign, to give a Check 
and Reproof to theſe Extravagancies ; yet may 
you become their Captive ; as we find many that 
tend the lick, are often ſtruck with the Infection; 
and even the Doctor that cures the Patient, ſome- 
times dies of his Diſtemper. But as no real Com- 
fort can be without a 123 and faithful Diſ- 
charge of Duty, ſo no Happineſs can be expected 
without a Perſeverance in it. | | 

Lux it appear that your Continuance in the 
Word and Ways of God, is the Reſult of a due 
and ſerious Conſideration; that you certainly ap- 
prehend and actually believe its real Value, and 
2 Importance. Your Faith will gain Strength 
by the Exerciſe of it, ſo as to make Divine Things 
very precious to you: And when bb come to re- 
cerve the Truths of God in the Love of them, this 
will be a Means of binding and uniting your Vir- 
tues, and giving them a greater Eſtabliſhment; 
this will make every Duty you are bid to diſ- 
charge, eaſy and pleaſant to you. It Wal fix your 
Ends and Intereſts, and ſettle your Thoughts 
more and more: So that you will not need much 
Perſuaſion to hold faſt that Faith, which you have 
(reſulting from your own Experience) ſo great 
a Love and Liking to. e 

Wren Perſons are only drawn to the Profeſſion 

of Religion by the Force of Education, common 
Cuſtom, od” general Conſent ; every Difficulty 
ſtartles them, and a imall Temptation moves them. 
It Things do but croſs a particular Humour, or 
oppoſe a prevailihg Intereſt, how apt are they to 
turn aſide! Every one is naturally fond of bi 
own Way, but not of Gs. 10 
- = of off NY 
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Many young Perſons, my Son, have been ruin'd 
by the Vanity of their Minds, and a Strength 
of Imagination. Too much Sail will overſet a 
Ship; and every one has Reaſon to fear the Event, 
where the Canvaſs 1s not proportioned to the 
Veſel: More Sail than Ballaſt is a Circumſtance 
rery threatning ; and upon Enquiry you'll find, 
char ſuch is generally the Temper and Diſpoſition 
of thoſe that leave God, and neglect their Duty, 
they have not Thought and Reaſon ſufficient to 
direct and over- rule the Paſſions of the Mind. 
They approve of other Things in their Judg- 
ment, but are not able to govern their Affections 
(a) Theſe are the moſt likely Perſons to attack 
Religion in others, drawing young Perſons into 
the lame Vanities by ſubtle Methods, and ſoft In- 
ſnuations; for thoſe People who. have renounced 
what is good, have no other Way to excuſe them- 
ſelves, than by denying what is true. And the 
more they are able to bring over to their own 
Sentiments, the more they ſeem to quiet their 
own Minds, and to give a Settlement to their 
Peace. But would it not be accounted a 
Degree of Weakneſs for any one to be perſuaded 
out of his Eſtate by a few plauſible Arguments ? 
And what Words can expreſs the Folly of thoſe, 
who are prevailed upon by ſly Inſinuations to re- 
nounce their Duty, and to quit their Claim to 
al the Promiſe of Salvation. Let? LANE 


You are to look to thoſe who have trod the t 


Ways of God with Pleaſure (b) ; who have truly 


lh c—_ 
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. (a) Video meliora, probogue; deteriora ſequor. 


Periit Fudicium, cam res tranſit in affettus. 
(b) Spefta, Fuvenis; in ea tempora natus es, | 
Quibus formare animum expediat conſtantibus Exemplis. | 
| enjoy 
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enjoyed the Bleſſings of God, and haye made 
him daily returns of Praiſe and Service. Thoſe 
only are filled with 2 true Peace and a ſerene 
Joy, vaſtly preferable to any imaginary Pleaſure, 
or the Gratification of a ſenſual Appetite acciden- 
tally prevailing. Let the Honour of God, and 
the — of your own Soul be the chief and 
ultimate Aim of all your Purſuits. If you fully 
adhere to Min and juſt End, you will be able 
to go thro Life with Steadineſs and Pleaſure; but 
if you act by certain broken Views, you will find 
a great Interruption in your Peace and Comfort. 
You have all the Encouragement that can be gj- 

x. Pet, 1. ven you in the Word of God, He will keep you by 

5. His almighty Power thro Faith unto Salvation. 
That Power that brought you to God can pre- 
vent your going from him, and is always ready to 
be impleyed that Way. And as he never wants 
an Ability to relieve and help his People under 
all the Ditficulties of Lite; ſo they will never want 

_ thoſe ſupplies which he hath promiſed. He wil 
communicate all Bleſſings to us according to our 
_ Capacity, or they ſhall be imployed agrecable to 
our Necelſity. Jou are to call upon him often on 
this Accouat, Uphald me according to thy Mord, 

P 5 8 I that I may live. Thoſe that can't wait upon 

10. God for more of his Grace, in a Time of Temp- 
tation and Difficulty, it is to be feared neyer 
Pf. 119. yet had any, I am thy Servant; give me Underſtan- 

125. ging, that I may keep thy Tefimonies. He that is 
ſo patient in bearing with the Wicked, will not 
be ſlack in afliſting ſuch as are good. 

"SEE, my 29 eircumſpectly, be. 
cauſe the Days are evil, and endeavour to ſtand 
upright in 55 midſt of a crooked Generation. 

It is not enough for you to ſay, with regard to 
the Things of God, that you are not 4. affefted 
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towards them, but you muſt b. greatly affected 
with them: Always retain a juſt 4 of 
them upon your Heart, and make Religion your 
chief Concern. That muſt be a miſerable Life 
that is ſpent betwixt Faith and Unbelief, between 
Hope and Fear; which take their Turns, and are 
redominant in us, at different Times. Such a 
one likes Religion one Day, becauſe of the great 
Rewards that do attend it; and ar another Time 
he likes n very well, becauſe of à preſent Plea- 


ſure that Ars to be in it. Nou are to get a 


further Eſtabliſhment in the Truths of God ; and 
ſee that you hold faſt the Profefſion of your Faith, 
encouraged by the Promiſe of God, that you 
ſhall in his Time recieve the End of your Faith an 
Hope, even the Salvation of your Souls. 


I an, &c. | 
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LETTER 


Ad. 1. 9. ter he had bleſſed them, While they beheld him, he 


Joh. 14. ſaid unto them, that in his Father's Houſe there 
2. 
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LETTER X. 


My Dax Son, 

Keep in conſtant View the Nature and 
Greatneſs of that Reward God has pro- 
miſed. 


HE Glories of Heaven are ſaid to be (et 

before us as they are preſented to our 
View, offered to our Aooeptmncs, and 
promiſed to our Happineſs. The IIraelites had 
the Land of Canaan before them, to encourage 
them under the Difficulties and great Diſtreſſes 
they were to meet with in the Wilderneſs. The 
whole Chriſtian Church (at leaſt in its Repreſen- 
tatives or chief Members) was preſent, when our 
Lord and Saviour aſcended up into Heaven. At- 


was taken up from them into Heaven: And they 
continued to have a clear View of him, till a Cloud 
took him out of their Sight. This inſpired them 
with a becoming Zeal, and gave them much Lite 
and Spirit in his Service ; this not only convinced 
them of the Certainty of the Reward, but brought 
many Things to their Minds which he had before 


were many Manſions; and that he was going to 
Prepare a Place for them; and that where he was 
there they ſhould be alſo. And the Apoſtle faith, 
He hath called us to the obtaining of the Glory 771 
no > a 7 


3 


lord Feſus Chriſt. It is a Hope laid up for us 
in Heaven; and it is a Chriſtian looking tor this 
blefſed Hope, that has in every Age animated them 
with Courage in the Service of God. This has 
gyercome the Love of Lite, and many Times ta- 
ken away the Fear of Death; for they counted not Col. 1. 5, 
their Lives dear to them, ſo that they might finiſh 
their Courſe with Foy. For this Cauſe we faint 2. Cor. 4. 
not reckoning that the . of this preſent Life 3 2 
are not worthy to be compared uith the Glory that 18. 
ſtall be revealed. 

Hezxs God diſplays his Glory, and the pure in 
Heart ſhall ſee him; here is the Son of God 
in our Nature, which is now in the higheſt 
Exaltation ; and his People ſhall not only be with 
lim, but like him. There is in Heaven an innu- 
merable Company of Angels and glorious Souls, 
that are made equal to them. They are all 
without the leaſt Degree of Sorrow or Fear of 
Separation. There is no Darkneſs to limit their 
Proſpe, or confine their Knowledge ; no Doubts, 
no Deadneſs, no Diſtraction will ever attend 
them more. Here they are ſct above Pain, and 
out of the Reach of Death; and that muſt be a 
pertect Happineſs, where the Soul neither wiſhes 
to be greater, nor fears to be Jeſs. Here it is that 
holy and bleſſed Spirits are united to God, which 
includes the higheſt Conformity to him, and the 
utmoſt Enjoyment of him. Their Capacities are 
ſo far enlarged, as to take in the moſt ſublime 
Truths, and to reliſh the moſt refined Pleaſures. 
Here theſe bleſſed Inhabitants are furniſhed with 
the moſt amiable Qualitics, and enriched withthe 
ligheſt Excellencies; having a Pleaſure and Joy 
no Words can reach, reſulting from God's imme- 
date Preſence, and that ſweeteſt Concord and 


frmeſt Union they have with him. It is here 


F. that 


A Father's Advice to his Son. 121 


# Father's Advice to his Son. 
that all the Beauties of Holineſs are unveiled, and 


the Glories of the divine Nature are diſplayed, ſo 


as to draw out all the active Powers of the Soul, in 


their moſt extenſive and greateſt Enlargements. 
Bor it is beſt to ſay but /ittle upon any Subject 
where we are never able to = enough. They are 
erperually imploy ed intreſhSearches into the in- 
Rite Nature of God, and the fathomleſs Depths of 
his Divine Perfections. They have now the moſt 
enlarged Contempiarions of his Divine and infi- 


nite Wiſdom in the Government of the World, 


and have a clear Diſcovery of all thoſe ſecret and 
amazing Steps both of Providence and Grace, 
that helped to lead them on, and bring them ſafe 
to that glorious and bliſsful Society. And this 
compleat Felicity is everlaſting ; it is liable to no 


inward Decay, it is ſubje& to no outward Violence, 


there is no Power can deſtroy it, there is no Time 
can waſte it; but the ſame God and Father who 
gives them the Poſſeſſion of this Glory, will ſecure 
to them the Continuance of it. Thou will ſhew me 
the Path of Life ; in thy Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy 
and at thy right Hand are Pleaſures for evermore. 
That will be compleat Happineſs that ſupplies us 
with all we can deſire, and removes/from us 
every Thing we can fear; which will never be 
interrupted, never intermitted, never ended; for 
God doth not reward his People according to the 
Meanneſs of their Service, but according to the 
vaſt and infinite Bounty of his own Mind. 
We are here liable to Sorrow, Pain, and Death; 
innumerable Evils do attend us: Many we fee, 
end more we fear. But it is no ſmall Comfort to 
of ſuch a bleſſed 


us, that we have the Proſpect 
Place, fuch a happy Time, ſuch a glorious Eter- 
4 and 2 

Tempelts; 
When 


nity, when we ſhall find a ſafe Re 
Retreat from all theſe Storms an 
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when we can ftand upon the Shoar, and look 
back upon thoſe rough and r e Seas, that 
we have eſcaped, and not only freed from them, 

but for ever ſecured againſt them. You ſee there 
are no Bleſſings too great for God to give, after 
he is once reconciled. He that delivered up his 
own Son, and ſpared him not, when our Caſe re- 
quired it will freely give us every Thing alſo; 
and he that gives us the happy Proſpect of this 
glorious State and Place, ſtands ready to conduct 
and guide us thither. Whatever mies we 
lare; or Force they uſe ; there is with him a ſu- 
perior Power, for the Lord on high is mightier 
than the Noiſe of many Waters. What are Diffi- 
culties to us, are not ſo to him; he can ſoon ſub- 
due them ; they are overcome by him, as ſoon as 
they are named by us, and he keepeth Truth for 
ever. 

You are, my dear Sen, to have in conſtant 
View this great Reward to encourage you in all 
the Duties of Life, and under all i Difficulties 


ofit. Be ſober, and hope unto the M for the 1 Pet. x. 
Grace that ſhall be brought unto you at the Reve- 13. 


lation of Feſus Chriſt. This will make Lite eaſy, 
and Death more comfortable to you ; for the Lord 
is good to them that wait for him; it is good that a 
Man foould both hope and quietly wait for the 
Salvation of the Lord. 5 


I am, 


Your moſt affeftjonnate 
Father, &c. 
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